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Materials for Japanese painting <Natural paints made of minerals>

Mineral stones were crushed into
small particles and mixed with natural
glue taken from collagen of animals.
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Qil paint

Qil paint

Difference between Japanese paint and oil paint

lapanese paint

natural glue

YY)

Japanese paint
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Berlin blue
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Early morning clouds in the huge beautiful sky provide a perfect background for the majesty of holy Mt. Fuji.
His spinitual power made him express the magnificent view with only three main colors.

In the 19*" century, Hokusai poured his energy into illustrating books. His fantastic pictures
created a style of graphic novels, which lead to today’s popular manga, comics.
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. What was 8 samuarai?

I'm poing fo start teday right at the beginning with bemg clear what
a samnrai was and how he fought. The reasen is that both Japanese
and foreigners have many miscancepiions not only about what
samrai really were and a very remantic view as to hew they fought
and hov batiles were conducted. We mainky owe Hollywood and the
Tapanese film mdustry for this, but the misconceprions go right back
to the Ede peried and the pepular romantic newels of the time. Som
this lechare e are going to start in arsund the 10 centary and
progress from thers.

In the centuries AT 900 to 1600, the defmition of the word ‘sanmarai®
changed considerably.

Warriors who fonght during the Gempei War (1180-85) for example
wonld probably hawe been puzzlad. not to say offended. if anyons
referred to him as & samurai. The reasen was simply that the word
was derived from a verb meaning “to serve’ and had once denoted a
domestic cervant. and also if we po back to the 12th cenmry. the ttle
had not yet acquired the specifically military meaning it has today

The math was that unril the early 15th cemmary the word *samrai”
still remined the implication of subservience o somepns else
Warriors called sammurai who fought durng the Gempei War mera
actually the fellowers of an elite class who owned lands and had
important family connections. Those leaders rode horses and were
skalled archers

During the 13th century such upper-class individuals became knonn
a5 gokenin {honaurable houseman ). whese elite stams derived not
only from their skills at warfare but also fom their evnership of the
patches of land pranted by the shigun and from which they ook
thedr surnames.
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. When we come o the Sengaku Per

Gokenin expected loyalty from the non-lmdownng samurai whe
follewred them into bartiz and fought on foot. sometmes with bans
but normally with edged weapons. It is this group — often ml.mte:n.l'-'
[eﬁe‘ra:i ta anly as foot soldsers — who wera the actal “samural” at
that time. The major distinction from the previous Heian peried 15
that you now didn't have to be bom into 2 good family o get
spmewhere in life. Being a samurai meant that you were able te rise
in society becanse of geod service and the revards that followed, so
their stamas was slightly cleser to the European squires or attendants
wha served noble knights. many of whem became knights
themselves

od, which was an age of strife
but alsa one o'oppoml:l gty when pawer, status, and wealth were all
abs. As titles and even pedigress became meaning
samurai’ med a new and wider significance tha
the former Gokenmn leaders as well as their followers and what
you have now is 2 Jand of nnified military class called samurai
consisting of well-off old families of sanuarai and these that had
fought their way up o being granted the rank.

. With the emergence of a time of esfablished peace under the

Tolupama fa o comselidated their rule from the 17 cenrury
o ul:ds the ‘samurai” achieved ifs definitive meanme as a

g man whose duties were totally separate from carrying cut
&r sort of activity such as farming or trade.

amy

. Tom and his friends m the Japmesz film indnsiry are largely

respansible for a lot of the nonsense we commonly believe wday not
only about what samarai were and did. bar also a Lot of nonsense
abeut so-called Bushida that we think they believed

1. What did a Samurai look like and why?

We can geta very large clue as to what samura were and how they
really fought by simply examining what they looked Iike and how
they dressed when they ment into banle, becauss the armor they
WoTe Was Very specific to the way they actually fought, as it was
specifically desizned for thar purpose.

By the twelfth cennary. the sanmurai wore armer of a characteristic
design. It mas made from small scales tied topether and lacquerad.
then combined into ammor plates by binding them together with silk
or leather cords.

Mo, if you onty made a suit of armor from iron scales only. it
nld hawve besn super beavy. o 2 mixture of iron and leather scales
ware nsed, with the iron bits covering the more vulnerable areas of

the samurai’s body.

This classic “samural ammor was therefore of armor made from
small plates fastened together, which was the traditional defensive
armar of Asia, not just Japan, and rotally different from the haavy
plate and mail of European knights.

The standard suit of armor of f the classical sanmirai of the Gemped
War was M yorol. and the body of the anmor. the d3. was
divided into four parts. piving the yored a characteristic boxlike
APpEArALCE.

Two large shoalder plates, the sode, were fastenad at the rear of the
armar by a larpe omamental bow called the apemald. The apemald
the arms fairly free movement while keeping the body

s covered becmse the samurai did not use shislds

The shoulder straps and guards on them were designed to stop a
bomwstring from carching on any projection

womn on the right arm. to leave the arm free for
bt 2 Fore. a simple bag like sleeve with sewn-on
pl.aes was worm on the l=ft. Yon can ses this cl=arly here in the
slide.

The whols pomt of the yarad style anmor. and ifs whaole design had
ome thing m mmd. It was not to make it easier to wse a sword - the
overmiding purpose was to provide the maximum protection for a
man who was a mounted archer.

S0, if you lock at Tom here, this sort of thing, charging mto battle
waving a katana, almost NEVER happened. That was not what
sanmuiTai were, and their armor was never desizned for that kind of

WEAPHDL.

The reasca for the poro-gimmi style of combat was lax
sanTAi’s primary role as a mounted archer. It is built
riding a horse and using a bow. not for a swardsman
While momied and wearing a suif of armer Like this, buili like a
rigid box. he was effectively a mobile “gum placform.” Let me fust
shaw you what a zum platferm books like:

When he was unable to use his bow, be could only
in the most clomsy fashion. His armer, although not g
not desizned to allen him to fke the fight to the enemy. and was

cemamly nor belpful in allowimg a sword ta be used from the saddle

And when we think about the fachi. we have to remember thar this
wias A two-handed weapon, so o nse it the sanmrai would bave e
discard his bow, and that meant tdeat hiz coponent had e advanmze

This role as a mountad archer, which wras much more prestizious of
course than fighting on foat, was so i.I.'ﬂ:.'lD[[.a.‘llt that the samurai
referred to their calling as kyiba no michi’ ar “the way of horse and
bow.” NOT the “way of the sword”. And this. if you are guides
[anchmzpa..‘.l e abomt samarai, will come as a complete surprise o
aoy foreigner and probably a lot of Japanese that you encounter.

Om the whole traditional Japamese armeur provided a poed defence
but it contained a mamber of weak points that changed little over the
centuries.

This armar changed over time of course. and got heavier as nan
more dangerons weapens were inroduced. such as guns. There were
obvigus gaps between the sections paricularly around the face

There were also paris of the body that were not covered by anything
made of metal or leather. such as the backs of the legs and the insides
of the arms and the areas defended enly by mail or cloth or plate

Bear in mind what the armar was up agaimst in barfle. and you can
cee that it was acrually pretty effective mostly. The thing you had fo
v about most, was the fact that the other puys had bows. You
might be able to pratect yourszlf due to your sword skills on the
ground., but with an amon heading tow ards you, that was a different

Inaiter.

Luckily for you, the maximum effective moge of an early Tapansse
arrow was unlikely to be more than about 200 meters, and the
preferred distance for inflicting a wound or killing an eppenent by
hirting a weak spot or finding a gap in bis ammer was litle more than

0 meters. If you could stay at a distance, ndi ound and sheoting
af the enenvy, you had a higher chance of surviving as well as doing
considerable damage

If o kit someone like directly between the eyes. you could of
course kil them. bt this was pretiy rare. 5o it was more commen for
the sammrai to die after sustainmg multple armow wounds. For
example, it tock 20 arrows to kill one Imagama Yorilmi. who
served in the Nambolucho wars
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The Way of Harse and Bow

= Samurai battles bagan with the bow, and wswally ended with it

= Accounts of swerd fighting between sanmrai, or even hand-to-hand
grappling with dagger or bare hands, are quite clearly descriptions of
f. the mounted
samurai bad lost the use of his bow. or horse. or both. Otherwise. a
nld be decided by bow and arrow.

what happensd at the end of an encounter if, and onl;

fight betmeen mounted samurai
at which they were extremely skilled

= Here's a pood story I found which fiusmates a narmors attitede to
the bow vs the swon

= This passage m Kenjainr Morsgerers provides the mest suiprising
anecdote for anyone breught up with the radifien of the myincible
samuTal serordsman

= Ome night. robbers attacked a certain Tachibana Norimitsn while he

way to visit a female acguamvance. He was anmed only
d As the robbers encircled him, Worimitsu crouched

domn and looked around. but as he could only see men
e commented with relief. “At least I didn 't see a bomr”

= He did in fact vanguish the robbers, but his evident relief that ke was

101 up against anyone armed with 2 bow s very telling. Comman

semse. after all, states that a bow zave a skilled archer {as all sanural
were trained to be) a considerable advantage over a swordsman. who
could be shot or mjured long before he came within siriking distance

= This being said. and despite the fact that there are many hereic

instances of mounted archery by skilled individuals which are to be

found througheo
galloping horse
eyerel type of ameer noust bave been toach mere difficult than is
suggested by its modem equivalent the martial ant of yabusama.

e early gumiimong, shootimg an amow from a

with swords,

any degres of acouracy while wearng the heavy

s his horse. and
hoot well to his

= Ome of the archer’s bizgest problems of course v
this was because of the horse’s head. he conld onlh
Left side along an arc of abont 45 degress

This brings us te how the bow was used.

= The mounted archer holds his bow high above the horse’s head and
then brings it down. moving hiz hands apart in the draw as be does
s0. When his left arm is straight at bis dght band is near the rght ear
the borwstring s released The bowr would then rorats in hic l=ft hand
a5 be delivers the arrow

= When the mmmted archer was finished with his borr, this was when
it would be shung around his shoulders or ung from the scabbard
bafore other weapons were wsed. Altematovely, the bow could be
hamded to an attendamnt

= There is also a general misconception as to how battles were fonght
on the whale our best shot ar killing the enemy was touse the
o and most people acmally died of arrow wounds, it vras berter if
the enenvy didn 't see you coming. This is kind of the ogposite thing
we see in the mevies, where twe sides Ime up and yen knewr whar is
EOILE On.

= Confrary to the popular image of battles beginning with singl #
combat, many conflicts ofthe early peri
artacks or :u!htrauis to catch the enemy off puard so L1al: the deadly
arrows sesmingly came from nowhere. This may ot ssem very
polite or chiv -alrous, ki, s someone in France once said, “C'est Je
guerre,” that's war.

« During these night 1aids. and alse sieges. fite amens or #jyva had an
enlarged head like a kobure that could be filled with combustible oil.
Ortherwise an giled clath was mwrapped around the amow just hehmd
the head and ignited

« [Iffiring into 2 castle or fort, the usual soategy was 1o fire a lot of fire
arrows all at the same fme to prevent the epemy from extinguishing
the flames before the individual arrows burned out.

But the point is this: during the enrire medizval period arrow
exchanges still dominated and arrow wounds stll acceuntsd for mest
of the casualtiss

During this peried alse, a new, more democratic use of the bo
bepan to be seen, and these archers became kmovm as mobushi, a

L that does not indicate a particular group of wammiors. The literal
meanimng of nebushi it “those who bide in the fislds’.

on foot. the nabisin archer of the 14th cennary would pick
dual warriors from the ground amd this 15 where the idea of
mshigary acmally comes from.

Ome story of nodizhi is when the skilled archer Sayo Saemen MNorlize
wha was well versed m the » mactics. During one barle he
siripped off his armor be headed for a thicket as if it were fo as if be
oo were a simple archer who operated solzly on foot. He concealsd
himself within the bushes on the ndge and while hidden m the
shadows he took aim at General Nogos Ovan no K and waited
ta loose his arrowr. The genseral disposed of three enemies and baving
wiped away their blood wsing his helmet flag be opened his fan and
sat motionless as the archer drew ever closer with his baw. At last.
he pulled back the string to relzase the amow. which hit its target
right in the middle of his forehead a Little below the helmet, and the
mighty peneral of course. fell down dead

The interesting thing about the nobiczki tactic was that bigh-ranking
sanmurai who usually demanded to be on a harse mould r
participate alongside the low-ranking samurai wha were forced to
fight om foot because of their stams

Ome of the disadvantages if you were an archer ¢n the ground. was
that there were not a lot of places you could hide from the enemy
archers, and the only thmg you conld hide behind were fixed shislds
although Tapanese shields were not handheld devices such as in
Eurape but mstead heavy wooden boards monnted in the ground
some were nown to have been made from looted temple doors
They could step amows but were not easily portable so they tended
to be used for warfare from defensive positions. The lack of portable

shields was another major difference in the method of fighting
berveen Japan md Europs.

We have some pretry accurate records about how effective ammons
were in batile. In a record of cne batle in the first ars of the
Omin War. the sarnple reveals that 52 people were injured. Of these
eleven had spear wounds. there were five wounds from ether curting
weapons, three wounds were caused by stones. and no fewer than 30
had arrow woumds.

Bows were sill found in active nse on the battlefields of Japan as
Latz as 1615 at the battle of Yao

If archery did not produce a direct hit or a mortal wound. the o
competing samural would try to grapple with one anetber. usmg the
techmignes later ziven the name yorod-gimi (armor prappling). This

wonld uswally result in the unhorsing of cne ar both. at which peint
the short katana was the weapon mast favored for close-quarters
fighting

r of samurai varfare during the “golden age” &
am archer, with the sword as a secondary

Mounted archers naturally preferred open ground on which to
erate. whete a horseman could then ride around. picking off foot
soldiers at will.

¥et at this point m history came the greatest challenge so far to
taditional samurai cavalry tactics. Generals realized that a better
way to nse the rumerons foot seldiers in their armies was to take
away their sdzed weapons and give them bows too, which may have
bean a tactic they picked up from the Mongals who made extensive
use of foot archers

This was the complete oppes e of the notion of the elitz mounted
archer delivering one arrem with great precision—because now, with
all the faot soldiers anmad with bewws. if you were Tunning areund en
a horse in frome of a 1me of hundreds of m:l;zn trymg te kil one

PErson af a time. then you were gquite a good target for all e foot
archers to shoot at.

5o this is where we get the development of the arfigary, whom the
Taihedld refers to as sheshi no ashigary (“light foot shooters™). the
firstuse in Japanese history of the term arhigary, a word that mas
Later to be adopted to describe all infanmy troops

If you are loskime at the old histories and wondering where all the
descriptioms of sword fighime are, you will notice a disonct absence
of sward mystigue in the gumiimanag, where there is very litile
mention of sword technigue. either from the saddle or on foot. I just
wasn 't wha they were.

A samurai was therefore masr imiikely re velurrarly ebamdan iz
bow for @ sword, particularly when bis enemy still had the nse of a

o, because, like the goy with the sword that Harmson Ford kills.
you were just a walking rarget

4. Gans - teppo and arquebns

Teppo' Hiva (Chmess siyle puns)

« Let's talk about suns new and heow they affected the batlafizld once
they mere inroduced.

= (Often dismissed as ineffective and nseful enly for signaling or
scaring enemy horses. Chinese-style teppe could still m fact pack
guitz a punch. and they began to be used heavily in battles soom after
their introduction.

As well as metal bullets made from fren ere and copper there have
been numerons fimds of bullets made from fired clay ad others
created from pebbles. Firing stone ballets may therefore explain
some of the references to warriers suffering stone wounds

= There is evidence for the use of firearms m barle in as sarly as 1542
which was the year before the Portaguese amrived with their
arquebnses

This being sxid, firing one of the larger teppo was pretiy dangerons.,
a5 they often would explode if there s any problem with the way
they were loaded for example, and also a Lot of warriers elite or
othermise didn’t like them and didn’t trast them. and mech preferred
wsing the traditional bow, which they were more used to fighting

with and in which they were very skalled.

In one bamle in 1348 thare was the use of the thres-barrelled teppo
that bad been popular in Okinawa and during this battle the ashigany
were given three bullets and after these three bullets were fired they
were ardered to drop their weapons and to continue the fight with
otber close-Tange weapons like swards or fmnesaibe clubs

It waz probably realized that the most effactive use of the teppe was
to fire crganized volleys but enough references exist to confirm that
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the reppo as genuinely regarded as a persenal weapon for samurai
and that proficiency in it could be highly valusd

» There are in fact several references to feppo being given as gifs o
prestipions mdnviduals, The weapons were not kept for show but
were nsed for bunting for which acouracy in sh.arp shooting was
Tequired

= The most prestgions individual in r\e"ur\d 1o this was the shogun
Tokugama Ieyasn wha is credited w3
TEnpe 1o 'b".ILE' dermn & crane that bad sed tled on the roof of
Hamamatsw castle. Onlookers expressed surprise that ke could Lift
and hald such a heavy weapon

= (da Mebunaga vas alse another good shot with a feppe as be
demenstrated when be put such a weapon into action for the first
time during the sizge of Muraki castle m 1554, His samurai were
suffering casualties from shots fired by reppe in the castle’s
loopholes. The three apernares, which mere providing the fercest fire
50 Nobunaza resolved to silence them personally. Stationing himself
on the edze of the moat be keptup a constant fire agamst the
loopholes simply by exchanging one preloaded reppo for another. In
his later vears, Nobunaga wonld alse survive two attempts on his life
by assailants sharpshooting with tappo.

= The impact of newer weapons on Japanese wartare was muach less
siznificant than is commoenly believed thonzh. One study makes a
comparative analysis showing that in the 14th century. 89% ofall
missile wounds were caused by arrows. and the rest were caused by
Shomes

= Arrovrs comimued fo canse 58% of all missile woumds until 1600 by
which time arquebuses had finally come inta their own and were
cansing 20% of projeciile wounds. These fipures susgest that even
thouph arquebuses are conventionally regarded as having
revolutonized Japsmese warfare. the yimi continued to dominate the
batilefizld for many years after the appearance of firearmes.

= Yo get one commander i the 16th century complaing. for
example, that 'there is a lack of knowledge about feppo 0 we must

prepare for this in choosing these who bave the abilicy to nse
gunpender and those whao have the sldll 1o handle reppe.”

This indicates that people were sHll nmuch mere comfortable nsing
bows and arrovrs than the newer technology. This complains also
mdicates fdeat it was not always deemed commect ta replace spears,

o, and arrows with firearme in battle. Rather it's concemed with
the shertage of able operators. It is also noteworthy that the highly
skilled archers were desmed to be too valuable to be required to give
up their weapons in exchange for fireamms

&, The Mounted Spearman — the yari

Slides 2524 217

Let's go on to cne of the most siznificant developments in the way
things changed for samurai and the way they fought. We've aJ:eu:]'-
talked abeat bev they almays sav themselves 25 monnted archers
rordsmen, and we have alse seen that the ashigary

mgly mere miportant in battle and were neow armed
more and mare with bows and increasingly with rappe and arquebus
And of course, as e entered the Edo peried we san many of these
same arhigary basically merging into the official samurad class based
on their achievements on the bartlefield

In around the 15405 and quite radically, me finally see a move anay
from the samurai being mounted archers m faver of them becoming
mounted spearmen. This was a huge change in the way the samurai
perceived themselves in batdle, moving wway from their beleved
Iyuba no michi ideal

Omce again there is a very practical reasen for them to make this
change. even thowgh the bow never really disappears il much
Later, and this is the versatility and effectiveness of the spear m the
hinds of mounted bersemen

The spear, or yari. has a long history m Japan and was the usual
weapon for the Chmese-style conscript armies of the Nara Period

It was increasingly by the ashigery weapon squads that were
introduced from the 15605 cowards bat it vas alse areand novw they
also became the sanrai’s individual vreapon of chodce as you can
see from the many pamrtings and drawings of the period, this was
nov how sanmrad sav themselves.

They were the most portant samurai veapon from about 1540
oowards, by which time they had almest replaced the bow exceptin
the case of very skilled mowmied archers

The thing that brought about this change vras the problem that
somehow the samurai horseman had to hit back at the enamy bows
and pans, and they bad to do that by using their speed. mobility md
sheer smkdng pover i a shoeckmg charge apainst the enenay
ashigaru.

The problem was that a samurai taditienally carrisd a bow, which
was actually a encumbrance in hand-to-hand fighting, and even if
v wis given to an attendant, swords were of Imited use from

So, in a dramatic change to established practice. the bow was
abardoned in favor of the spear, and the mounted archer zave way to
the mounted spear-man. who could charge at the snemy. spear
amyone m front of him, and continne to attack eters whether on his
horse ar on font

Some meunted archers were soll rerined. operating as mobils
shampshooters. but the majerity of sanmrai now carried yerf (spears).
frited with blades that were every bit as sharp as their swords. For is
sometimes translated as “piks. & Enrapean pike Was never
carried By warriors om @ horse. and in Europe. the pike as it was
kmown was never nsed as extensively as it was m Japan.

The yri thus gave the advantage of a weapon that was as useful on
foot as on horseback and permitted the samurai to defand himself
and take the fight to kis ensmies, m a way that the exclusive use of a
bowr had never allowed.

Spear techniques from the saddle also meant that, for the first time m
Tapanese history, a samural amyy could deliver something very like a
Western cavalry charge. A cavalry charge has always been a feamre
of Eurapean battles and was very effective and terrifyimg agaimst foot
soldiers. They had been used from very early fimes, even m ancisnt
Fome. but the cavalry in the west nsnally charged with swords md
axes, not with spears.

If you can magine for a moment what it would be like to see a buge
group of horses ridden by fully armared men with spears charging at
you, you can understand heor terrifying such a thing could be

Dring the Sengokm peried the Japanese yar7 developed inta a hishty
versatile weapen. It was svung freely fom the saddle by strong and
well-practiced samurai whe controlled their berses nsing their legs
just as the monnted archers did.

Omce azain. as we saw with the bow, when you atfacked semeene
else on 2 borse the best effect came when the other person was on
vour left side which was also the preferred attack mode for a
mounted archer. Orberwise. the yari was held out to the right side of
the harse m the right hand where it could be spung arovmd or used as
a thrusting weapon.

When attacking ashigery or other sammurai en foot a yari could be
usad like a Eurepean lance. Yot with side blades also proved very
wsefull for pulling a victim from his horse, and geming the ether guy
to be on foot meant he was pomg to be ata disadvantage and could
be finished off by other mountad spearman or the guys on the pround
whao bad bows, spears, and swords themselves

The ymi could alza be made mto a makeshift ladder by jamming
them into the wall of a castle or fort and using them to climb
upmards.

The blade of a yard, for which several types existed, had a very long
blade that weuald sit deep and secure within the shaft, usually under a
long metal collar. and mas secured m place by 2 horizontal bamboo
peg. A mng might be attached to the collar to allow a small
identifying flag te e flonn

Side-bladed wersions of yar were commeon. A kate-kami-ym bad
ome side blade of a crescent shape like a sickle. while a jfmongi yveri
bad a cross-shaped Blade with tro side blades.

The chaft would be abont 3m long. and even though this was shorter
than the eshigary “pike’, a muach longet spear blade conld ofien be
artachad

Here is Honda Tadakatsu (1548-16100. one of Tokngawa Ievasu's

most loyal followers, and be is shown in this stame at Olazaka Castle

kelding a rypical sammrai’s mocki-yars, which was a spear of
medium length favored by mounted sanwrai durmg the Sengoku
Perind
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=

Naginata

= When we talk aboat spears, there
mich beloved of the samurad, v

a5 also a closely related weapon
b is of course the magimarn.

Its guite an old weapon, and we have sarly raferences to it from 1144
{which 15 the late Helam period). Accarding to some artwork from the
13th and 14th century. the sobei (or warrier monks) are depicted
with magmata but no special sipnificance has been added to it.

= Inthe late 12th century durmg the Gempei War the ragimara mas
very highty regarded due to the increasing cavalry bartles, as the
weapon was more ffective in dismounting and disabling riders than
oS amd swronds

» In 1543 with the introduction of firearms the use of neginam in
bartlefislds decreased and vas replaced by ymrd (spear). Durng the
Edo peried. it saw an mereased usage among samurai women who
ware expecied to defend their home while their bosbands weare avay

In fact. all Japaness women were expected fo master fghting with
naginata by the age of eighteen. The length of the weapon enabled
women to stay further away fom atackers so it's enly logical they
wsad it

= When using a paginar the mementam of the slicmg sroke mrould
e required a Teturn swing to brmg the blade back in 2 new
direction from which a forther blow could be delivered. The beavy
iron fermle at the base of the naginata shaft was also capable of
dealing a significant blow and the overall movement of the weapon
in the hands of a skilled operator would be a series of rotations.

Itis these rapid changes of cutting direction that probably zave nse
to the idea that these supreme use of 3 naginata by an expert was to
whirl it quickly in ane direction 1ike a spirming water whaeel. If the

whirling technigue was performed speedily enough. lepends claimed.
it could even enable the user to deflect vollevs of amows fired at him

7. The Mounted Swordsman?

I kmow I hare been unking to Tom. and I have to fell you now that
there were indesd times when people charped into barttle waving
their sword When did this happen though?

From what history teaches us. most of the references to warmers
charging on a borse with only a sword, such as in Tem Cmise films,
kappen nhen people are comered and cannot escape. So for example
these mrere basically surprise mowves to try and effect some sort of
escape from the sifuation by throwmg open the gates and charping
straight at the enemy wha mas besiegmg vou

Ome example of this that has come down the pages of |
was when the military conmmander Shibat Eatsnie (1522-83) was
tapped mside Chakoji Castle in 1570, All hope of relief seemed
gone. 50 in a dramatic gesnare he smashed the castle’s water-storage
jars. presumably so his forces had to leave amyway. and led bis
samural out in a death-defying charge with their uncheathed blades
gleaming.

LoTy 10 us

But this kind of thing was unnsual, and not recommended to say the
Least

Why? Becanss smrord fighting from a horse was never easy. The
nommally two-banded fochi bad to be used m one hand, and even
though von had the advantage of being on a herse and thus abowe
your enemy when you slashed at him, it was premy simple for voar
ensmy o move sut of mnge, particulardy if he bad a long yar ora
b

Odachi andor nodacki

So let's talkc swords for 2 moment and the wse of svords on the
battlefield and particularly some of the most apusual weapons sver
made. by which I mean the odachi, or exoemely long fachi

Wow consider this for 2 moment. [am 179 cm tall. Mest of the
paachi were at least that lenzth. often six sum or 181 plus cm long
Some were over 1 mefers, and could only have been wsed by
extremely soong sanvarai due to their lenzth and weight

The extra-long adachi or medecks were most nsed by marmers oo
foot. of course. for bringing dovn horses. It is difficult to envisage
row they could be used by horsemen at full gallop becanse the
length of these weapons made them very top-heavy. Often they were
nat sharpened. so they were more 1ike getting hit by a club ora
mace, and if svng by someons strong encugh the blow conld be
guits devastating

Sometimes used on horseback, God knews beow. it allowed the
horseman to reach down at his victim. And they cerainly gave you a
Lot of reach. which could be an advantage also if you were on foot
and had enough room to swing it

There were gven several descriptions in the literatare of odochi being
wsed by sanmurai in ope hapd. which wonld have meant that these
individnals were exceptionally strong and highly skilled

. The Sword in Battle

So let's fmally discuss the use of the sword m battle. When did this
happen though? When did you pull out your sward and stant laying
into the enemy?

Wall basically, if von had any brains at all, you pulled cut your
sward when you had Tun ot of arrows. or had otherwice lost the nse
of your bow or your spear. and you were on the ground without your
hvorse and nenr you efther ran for your life (net very brave) or fought
fior your life

The ward usually nsed for the long swerd carred by samarad n this
early period &5 rechi. This was the samurai’s principal sideamm.

What we se= being wom on picture scrolls sach as et Wenagamm?
gmok are the rachi, which is shang from a separate sword belt with
the cutting edge downmwards, and the shorter weapon. which is stuck
through the wide sash-like belt around the waist of the armar

There was, bowever, apodher type of swerd coming inte use. called
an wchi-garana. This was 1ike a shert pechi or a very long kanme, and
itmas carried in the same way as the derana: that is, thrust through
the belt.

Origmally used by warriars too peor to afford a tachi, it was
eventaally to supplant the tachi as the weapon of chedce. as its size
and position enabled fhe wearer to make a devasmting stroke straizght
from the scabbard. With its name shertened no to kotana, it became
the mest familiar form of samari sword

Homrever, as you can tell by the phrase havka me michi, a samurai's
worth was measured in terms of his provwess with the beow. and later
the ymri, rather than the snrord

Nowr. to the modern mind. any idea of a samurai is always combined

with that of a sword. These toeo ideas are mseparable, and pratty well
summied up by Tokugawa Ievasn whe gave us the famous guote that

the "sword was the soul of fde sanmrai.”

The sword has acquired a quasi-relipions, almest nrystical
symbolism, and the way it is wsed often appears to be a combination
of superinmman skall and technical perfection. Particularly in Japan.
and paricularly later in the Ede period. it is the Tomantic weapon and
the whols later samurai mythology, and it is a mythelogy. is based
arcumd it

But between the tenth and toelfth centuries, all the traditions to be
associated with the Tapanese sword lay in the fumre, including all the
stories of invincible swordsmen like Musashi et al Ironically. itis
the age of peace, the Edo period. that is the real age of the sword, as
we are gomg to discuss.

Bt what we see from the 15405, as the spears replace the bonr — the
reality is thatwe do not see a shift to swords as 2 primary weapon
Instead, swords are now secondary to spears. and most references to
sward fighting are still concernad with fighting on foot.

At this period also, and please remember we are ralking about batiles
here. the leme warrior was less prized as an individual fizhter than at
any tme in Japanese history. The great “mdividuals” of the Age of
Warrmg States were men who commanded others and set an
example by the excellence of their fighting m battle, mther than
sammurai renomned for selfish feats of individual glory. In fact. if a
very talented warrior broks ranks during a battle to go out and seck
glory for bimself by killing some important general of other on the
other side, this was offen seen as a very selfish act by his
commanders, 25 he was maore useful as part of the main force than to
risk going off and getting killed when they needed bim most

If you are in amy doubt about this attimde to the wse of the sword in
bartle, have a listen to the preat swordsman himsslf!

MInsashi, whe had fought m battles himself writes in his Gornsha
({The Book of Five Rings):
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“Yon showld met hiove e fvourize weapen. Te bacome sver-familiar
ang weapan i1 ar much a fmir ar war dmewing i syfficiently

Wl

So this is Musashi himeelf the preat swordsman. basically saying
that vou nesded to be an all-round warrior with differsnt weapons in
your toel kit and provress in several things to be really effective an
the battlefiald

-

. The age of peace and the “Wandering Swordsman®

Ini the age of peace that followred in the Ede period, this is whers car
modern idea of the samuri develaped. as well as the concept of the
sword schools and the master swardsmen, whe held great prestige in
the period.

There 15 no mare papular image of the lene samurai than that of the
wandering swordsman. raveling from place to place, fizhiing duels,
and then wandering coce mere, such as in movies with the great
actor Toshiro Mifane in such films as Sengurd and Fajimba

Muost of these wanderers. like Toshire Mifune portmayed. are rdnin.
literally “men of the waves” samural wheo have no master, owing o
the destructicn of their clan in bartle. the disgrace of their master, or
just being fired

The “seven samurai” for example in the famows film which is set in
the year 1587, are all ramie, and endless wars that led up to the Edo
period meant that there mas no shortage of unemployed samural
seeking wark for their sorords

The backeround to Seven Samuarai is therefore an accurate one,
although most achaal ranin did not wander for lang. Dwingys
competed with each cther for high-quality men to defend and expand
thedr reritories.

Homrever, the real “wandering swordsmen” of histery were usnally
ot romin at all, but Fengd (master swordsmen) like Kamitzumi
Nobutsuna, who chess not to serve a partionlar master. They had a
completely differsnt objective. md it was from these men that the
sword schools that really perfacted the ar of the sword and produced
th preat swrordsmen really developed

These moys roved the land seeking to challenge waorthy opponents
and thereby achieve tro goals: to develop thedr skills as swerdsmen
and ta elevate their practice of swoerdsmanship onto a spiritual level.
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= This wandering in search of physical and spirimal self-improvement
often took the form of a miska shigd (wamior pilzrimage). This
practice was muech aldn te the commeon fapanese practice of maling
long relizious pilerimages w distnt parts, thereby cbiainmg spirimal
enlightenment through endeavour and personal discomfont

= The typical “sword pilgrim™ was likely to have had some service to a
daimyd and some bartle experience behind him before seiting off.
His mwandering could Last for several years, and might mclade
temporary spells of military service and some teaching. Ansterity
and abstinence vere the hallmarks of the pilgrim warrier, whase
avels wonld invariably involve dusls, each of which taught the
swrordsman a little more about himself In many cases. the wanderer
would develop 2 technique that was nniquely his orn. This be mrould
artempt to pass on to 3 chosen pupil or ke might even found an
entirely new ryiha (style) of sword fighting.

= The Age of Warring States was accompanied by a peak of
achievement in the manufacore of the weapeons the samurai wete o
employ. notably in the field of swerd making. Compars my
masenm s sty specimens of medieval European knights” swaords
with their gleaming Japanese contemperaries, and it is easy o see
o the weapsn acquired a legendary life of its own

= Even its making is shronded in mystery because none of the great
swrard- smiths wever wrote down their secets. Everything was
passed on from master to favered pupil. based entirely on practical
expetience pained over cennaries. and without the guidance of any
modern metallurgical or other scientfic primciples.

10. Conclusions about battle methods

« [am ot geing to dwell on bow the sword was made. bat I would
like to sum up a lirthe at this peint some cenchusions that can be
reached from what we bave talked about so far today

= There have abrays been a lot of mismterpretations about Japaness
fare and the samurad 's weapons and there bave been a lot of
ical reascms for this i the past

P

= Forexample, when the Imperial Japanese army mas fghting
China mnd Eorea during the Meiji peniod. nuch emphasis was
laid on citing any histerical evidence that sapported the idea that
the Japanese bad always preferred close combat fishting to long-
range weaponry. This, it was koped, nrould spur on the young
conscripts to undertake death-defying “banzai’ charges agaimst
modern firearms m the name of the emperer.

= Homeveritwonld seem that the wse of samnrai weapons has
always mvolved a mixmre of armaments and technigues and this
was expressed in a very marter-of-act manner tovards the end of
the Sengoku period. Many commentatars of the period achaally
said out loud that for lonp-distance fzhting bews and arrows and
guns were mare wseful than clesequarter fighting, that for close-
guarter fighting spears and poleanms were best, and when fighting
was hand o hand shorm swords o daggers were best.

= S0 spmetmes distance weapons like bows and guns
predominated and at other times close guarter combat was
needad

= The most impertant mends in Japapese warfare between the 10th
and L6th cennaries were therafore not the introduction of new
wenpons, but the deployment of larger ind larger armies and a
complementary development of military arganization to be used
on the bartlefizld as those nevwer weapons came to be mare used.

= The interesting thing is that even as these new weapons were
introduced, the older weapons were never completely eliminated.
instead there was a progressive miegration of new weapons into
the samurai ‘s ‘teollat’ with decisions made about their use being
made on the effectivensss for the panticular sitnation at hand

= There was also a certain sense of rostalzia among highly s
warriors for the weapons they knew best. and this particulz
meant the b, which was never completely phased out and stll
trensured by warriers for cenuries as the most elegant and
effective of weapons.

= TWhen we speak about changes in warfare, thera was also a
cignificant change in haw the sshigary. or foot soldiers/ archers
were nsed.

= Ome of the biggest md mest controversial changes was from the
13505 omwards. the arfgary bows were angmented by frearms.
bt for thess to be effective the ashigari had to be pl.a.cai at the
front of an army, the position traditionally occupied by the mest
oval amd E]E']'I.U'l.: samurai

= There was much honor atached to being the first to come to grips
with an enemy. To place the lowest-ranking moops in swcha

on was a challenge to sanmurni pride. even if the overall plan
was for the asikig fire mas to merely break domn the epemy
ranks to prepare for the biz charge of the mounted samurai, at
which peint the samurai spear and sword would domimate the
tng

= Homwever by the 1590s. however, putting these puys. the
mshigary. at the front of an army had become commoenplace,
sherwing a profound difference in military attitude. Mot evervone
approved, and m some chronicles, you get these miher snobbish
remarks like

= “Instead of tem or twenty horsemen riding out together fom an

ammny's ranks, there is new only this thing called arbigany
warfare.”

« This “thing called ashigary warfare” was of course nothing less than
the emergence of large-scale mfanery tactics, and it was exactly what
was gome on in Eurcpe at the same time in smiteenth-cenmury
Eurape.

« However. althengh infantry varfare became increasingly commen, it
never completely Teplaced monnted warfare, largely because
successfil penerals bad to use a combination of both to their best
advantage. But one other more sabile factar was at work: throughout
Tapanase history, most generals had cherished the notion that
sanmuTai were mnately superiar fo foot seldiers. and samurai had
oaditionally been seen as primarily mounted men.

= Az nated earlier, the popular notion of the samurai swerdsman, se
beloved of the movie mdusiry, owes more to the fme when wars had
ceased than fo the reality of the battlefeld




®, JAPAN

SPORT HEDOAXRBZEASNBIZEEHA FOBRIHE |DORME <EHEX N1 RFHEERI2>

gheoloiayeem _ 80 0 0 0 8§ 8 8 B B N § B &0 B B B B B B B B B § |

11. Knight vs Sammarai

= Both knights and sanwurais had their nnique weapens, and these

kmown for their swords, axes, lances, and maces. The swords of the
kmights were long, heavy. and sharp, while their axes and maces
were nsed to crush thedir opponent's amer.

« [Incontrast, samurai were knewn for their mastery of the kazme, the
short sward, md the bow and arrew. The katana, in particular, vas a
deadly weapen. and samurais rained extensively to master it.

= Svords were the most common weapon wsed by knights in hand-to-
hand combat. They were designed for bodh cutting and thmsting and
were nsed to strike at the enemy's head. arms, or legs.

= Enights often carried a longsweed. whick could be used with twe
hands or cne, or @ smaller swerd. which was wsed for closer combat.

= Samurai nsed the katana in a variety of mavs in combat, depending
on the sitaaton and the opponent. The carved shape of the blade
allowed for a fluid and efficient cutting metion. which made it an
effective weapen for striking at the eremy’s head, arms, or legs.

s Ome of the key techmigques nsed by samaraid in combat was the "draw
cut” ar "iad," which mvalved quickly drawing the katana from its
srabbard and making a single cut before rehaming the blade to the
scabbard. This technique was often nsed as a surprise attack against
an vmprepared apponent and was highly effective. This could not be
wsad by kmighes.

weapons played a crucial role m their barles. Enights were primarily

Armour

= A lmight's armar vwas typically made up of several components.
inchiding a helmet. breastplate. pauldrons (shaulder ammor).
gauntlets, greaves (leg armor). and sabatons (foot ammoer). The armor
was designed to cover as nach of the body as possible while still
allowing the knight to move and fght effectively.

= The armor provided protection against a variety of weapeons,
mnchiding swords, axes. and spears. Metal plates were espedally
effective in deflecting blows. whils chainmail offered protection
against piercing weapons like arrows and daggers.

= Armor was not foolproof. hoever, and kmighis stll suffered injuries
in combat. Blows from heavy weapons conld still cause injury ar
Imock the kmight off their fest. and armor could be peneaated by the
point of a spear or the dp of an aman.

= In addition, ammar was heavy and could be tiring to wear, especially
in hot weather.

= The armor wormn by Japaness samural. known as "e-yored.” was
designed to provide protection in battle. It was made up of several
Layers of materials, inclnding leather. metal, and silk. which affersd
profection against variows weapons and attacks.

= The sanmrai armer consisted of several components. including a
helmet, chest protector. shoulder guards. srm guards. thigh guards,
and shin puards. The helmeat. or "kabuta " was made of metal and
protected the head from direct blows, The chest protector. er "da.”
covered the torso and was made of several metal plates laced
together with silk cosds.

» Az with the knizght, while the armor offered significant protection, it
also had some Hmitatdens. It was alse heavy and could be tirne to
wear for long pericds, especially m hot weather. Additzonally. some
areas of the body, such as the back and the neck, were not well
protected, making them vulnerable to atack.

Whao weuld win?

» Dererminimg who would win in a batdle betneen medieval knights
and Japanese samuarads is oot an easy task. Both groups were skilled
warriors whe had their unigne weapons. armor. amd macrics.

= A sammrai’s strengths moa fighe with 2 medieval kmight mclude their
speed. agility, and slall with the fotams. Samurai vrere frained to
move guickly and efficiently in combat, using their mobility o
owmancenvre and strike their oppenents. They were also skilled at
using the katamr, 2 versatile weapon that was well-suited to close
combat.

» In comparison, the kmight's greatest advantage was the fact that their
ammour previded significant proteciion fom the slicing action of the
camurai's katama. However. if the kmight had only chainmail as their
only protection, then the samurai could use the end of their kafana fo
sfab any vulnerable areas. Locations such as the neck. armpits. ar
‘behind the knees would be ideal locations to attack medieval body
ACmANT.

= However. sanmrai also had some weakmesses that a medieval knight
could potermially exploit. One of the most sipnificant weaknesses
was their lack of beavy armor. While samurai ammer was desiened to
PIOTRCT AZAimst vaTious weapons and attacks. it vas not as heavy or
extensive as the anmor wom by medieval knights. This made sammurai

mare valnerable to heavy blows or crashms attacks. especially from
weapons like maces of battls axes.

= (Ome of the mest siznificant wealmesses of the knizght mas their lack
of mobility. The beavy ammor worn by knights could be cumbersome
and tirims to wear, especially m hot weather, which could slow them
down in combat. This would make them valneratle to fast-moving
opponents 1ike samnrai whao could nse their speed and agility to
cuimanewver them.

Pros of Knights

« Enighes were very difficult to defeat due to their high armer qualies
and abilities.

«Enights used strong weapons and shiclds, which pretected them
during the battle

« Their full bady shiglded with a metal cover which kept themr
body parts cafe m case of any atfack

Cons of Kmights

alot of power by weanng heavy armor made up of

t difficult for them to move

«Knights used horses o ride. and they could be hurt badly if they fell
off the horses

Pros of Samurai

» The samrai armor was light and made up of bamboo with some
clothes and metal, maldng it easier for them to move as it was not
heavy.

» Samurai were well-gualified in variows combat abilities, which
helped them during battles.

Cons of Samnral

«Most of the weapens of samurai-like amons canmot pierce mie the
heavy metal armor of the krights.

» Samurai e
their light and thin armar.

ess protected and vanerable than kmights because of

12. Bushido

s aronnd the planet md in Iap.a: too. So
am absout ta 21l you, don't be, n:l'd amy
historia i

Eushido is also one of these preat marketing success stories

Here is a fact to start off with thongh. Are you ready?

Before the 19" centuary, the word “bushide’ was used only very mrely m all
ature and did not refer to any ene accepred “warmiar ¢

tone. The samurad had their vahses. but there were

was firstused in 1614, in a wark called Koy Gumi ‘hich was

a milit ary history of the Takeda clan. re have d.'l'.-"l.LaS"d.l!

n the age ofpence the Edo p=n"d that
rd, amd not befars

In all the time when the

ury to the Edo

period and right up fo the M P—rl.oc the 1o mention of ‘ushido

wary that n]l the Tomamtic novels said they ware _.1p]:asa:i to. E‘ en these
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euys, the most respected of the sanmrai class, the femge and th
philosephical leaders of the class did not refer to a concept of “bushido™ as a
umified and accepied idea.

There 5. also assumed in this idea of “bushide’, a deep connection to things
like Zen Buddhism, s¢ we need to maybe start bere m order 1o understand
all this better

So m the 13th century. the Buddhist monk Dogen Zenji ravelled to Chma
and remumed to Japan with what in Chinese was Ch'an Buddhism. Zen is a
corruption of the Chinese mord Ch'an, and the Soto school that Dogen
founded today remains today as one of the rwo major schoels of Zen.

Aronnd the same time, the ruling Hojo clan i Kamakmra came to power
with the first shogun Minamoto Yoritomo and pelitical sirife between the
court and the bakmfa meed. The bakbii had a strong desire to distance
themselves from the emperor and did this not only gecpraphically and by
sening up shop on the other side of the conntry ut alse spirimally as well
in aligning itself with an alternative form of Buddhism the newly founded
Sota school of Zen Buddhism

As the shosun was the leader of the sammurai class, such favoritism naturally
comnected Zen with the samurai class. However, it did not make all samurai
Zen Buddhists or generate even mach interest among the smword-bearing
class. The whele concept of zen did not sit well with a military class

us school with its emphasis on sitting meditation
zazem and its emphasis on compassion and peace didn't appeal. The

as also that Zen teachings wete st too difficult and complicated for
many low-ranking warriors to ke in, and while 2 good percenmge of these
men had relizions ideas, they found far easier-to-understand paths m the
simpler Boddhist sects such as Nichiren.

This, mn fact, was precty much where Zen’s assediation with samral and
the martial arts ended

It obvigusly it makes total sense that the samural want fo improve their
mental focns on the battlefield. for which things like zazen are wsefal, bt
the conradiction between the martial arts and the religion of calm,
compassien and non-violence was just too great for them to be compatible

Attention shonld be miven to what the writers of the tmie had to sav- people
like ¥Yamada Soko, and the philosopher Kumazawa Banzan. and even guys
like Yamamete Toanetomo. the anthor of the widely read Hogeire. all of

them said repeatedly that Zen Buddhism was not suitable for warmiars.

But then it all starts to change. and the reason for this is siple:
naticnalism

Interestingly during the military period of the early 20th cenmury when the
comnection betwezn Buddhizm and Bushido ras suddenly mmped up. the
Hagakrs, which acmally had as its idea that being a samurai was in
conflict with Zzn Buddhizm. and that Buddhism was “for old men’ nas
mandatory reading. And the boek even made it onto Mishima Yulde's
bedside able where he noted that he read from it on a daily basis. Even
when there are comments such as “the way of the warriar is death.’ this
does not refer 1o an accepied code of Meal wamior bebavior and is, rather.
simply am chservation

The reforms of the Medii peried had made the samuorai essentially
redundant as the newly conscripted imperial army tock contrel of matters
of war, and also the enforcement of mmperial law. Gradually the samurai 's
bereditary stipends and privileges were smpped away and the whale class
began o fade into irelevance and decline. Tales of drunken, incompetent
sanmuTal lovmeing around in tea roems and brathels preliferated in the press.
and in the public mind the commeon p2ople. whe had always disliked
sanmural and viewed them as their oppressors. were only too happy fo see
this whale class slide mto the dustbin of history whers most people thonsht
they belonzed.

However, this degrading of the powers and prestize of the sapmural were not
completely without reeret on the part of many Japanese, many of whom
viewed them and thedr historic ideas with nestalzia and lonped for a way to
revive, if not the class itself then at least it's vaumtad notions bravery,
lovalty and devation.

The remanticized image of the samurai really caughe fire in the 18580s.
when a journalist narned statesman by the name of Ozala Yakio (1858-
1954 return to Japan after visiing England. There in the British monarchy,

in its msenms and stately historical mansions, he savr a society that was
still rooted in an idea of mediaeval chivalry, an idea which resonated
deeply m him a5 he considered the samurai of his homeland and their
ideals, and bhe began to write articles for the Tapansse press as te how Tapan
had a chivalnic system of its onn that they conld be proud of.

Ozaki and his collaamues campaizned to revive the ideals of the farmer
sanmural class and made popular the term ‘bushida”. which had hardly ever
been mentioned before in all of Tapanese histery, and which they felt could
be used fo revive the imagmed former ethical splendor nat just of the
sammural bt of all the edacated classes m Japan.

These ideas began 1o be immensely popular with many Japanese who at the
tims were experiencing a peried of great disillusionment as they compared
themselves to the more sophisticated and militarily powerful cultares of
China nd even mare o to the West.

Following Japan's surprising swccess in the Sino-Tapanese War of 1894-95
and Later in the Busso-Tapanese War of 1904-05 the staze was set for
Bushido o enter the wider public domain, and now many erganizaions
took up the ralbvine av demmding categorically that Bushido or “the may
of the warrior”, and later "Imperial Bushida™ were m fact the soul of
Japanese patriotism. even though no one had ever heard of this idea before
So leaping quickly onto the Bushido bandwazon came varions sparting
educaticnal and other groups that claimed links to Bushide which somehamr
magically smetched back inte the hoary mists of time in order to bumish
their patriotic credentials

Ome sach orgamization was the Great Martial Virme Asseciation (Dainippon
Butoku-kai) founded m Evoto in 1895 in an atiempt by the govemnment o
solidify. promote. and standardize martial disciplines and systems
throughout Japan. It claimed over ome million membes in its first ten
vears of activity, and mariial arts sroups represenime kendo. judo. and
karate, io pame. bepan prompily promoting their own nationalist natures
and busily fabricated resumes of supposed historical links to eshido and to
Tapanese martial glary

Tust as the martial arfs greaps had clamoured for admission fo the Japansse
natenalist mainsiream by cooking up lmks to the imazinary ‘way of the
warrior. Buddhist sroaps. which bad seen their beloved beliefs relezated to
foreipn religions stanas by ardent Shinto nationalists. bepan fo affirm their
ties to Bushido, seeing this as a means o reassert their relizion as having a
deep Japanese namre and thus affimmed devotion to the nationalist canse.

It was not long then before the linking of Bushide, Zen_ and the martial ars

was estblished as a outh that could ne longer be questioned in the
Tapamese mind, and this link was pursued for years as a central tenant of
Tapamese values right up to and thronghout the years of World War T,

where nationalist values were instromental in pushing the conntry along the

road to disaster, and of course later on after the war this became a concept
that was marketed to the West, particnlarly by the highly influential Zzn
Buddhist writer and thinker Suzuld Daftetsu in bis masternork Zan and
Japanase O

Ome cannot really Hame peaple for swallowing the romantic idea of the
perfect warrior as this had been one of the most enduring themes in

literamure not only m Japan but the West since the Viking sazas and the tles

of Artbur and his Enights in Thomas Malory's 'Le merte 4'arthar’, the

pomerful mix of eastern philosophy with the martial arts is an idea that bas
gone unguestensd now for decades. In the case of Bushide it scon grabbed
voad as exemplified in many of the ideas behind the

the attention of Holly
Tedi of Star Wars fame and the sprawlme historical sazas from the TV
series Klimg Fir to The Last Samuraid, that found success using the same
Tecipe.

Afrer all. as I sav in my beak, the facts should never zet in the way of a
good stary.
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