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To Committee Members,

I am writing to inform and update the committee on the status of the
proposed Hida Schule and UCLA student internship program. As you know, the
COVID-19 global pandemic has been a significant obstacle for university programs.
The previous year, UCLA only allowed virtual internships and travel to Japan was
very restricted, meaning that not students were able to participate in the summer
activities. This year we are confident that UCLA students will be able to participate
in the summer internship program and join Hida Schule in Hida City. There has been
a renewed sense of international collaboration as the world opens back up; UCLA is
again allowing students to engage in international travel for academic purposes and
the Japanese government has allowed a more international academic and scientific
travel.

The plan for soliciting applicants, choosing student candidates, and
arranging their arrival to Japan has remained the same except that the entire
process is moved earlier about 2 months to accommodate visa processes (March
instead of May) and provide successful applicants time to prepare for the
independent portion of their internship program. UCLA MA students in the Public
Health Department apply for summer internships in March and we have planned
accordingly so as to maximize the applicant pool for our program in Hida. Once
students arrive and are settled in Hlda City, they will engage in the internship
program as previously described in the application.

Sincerely,

Fred Ariel Hernandez, PhD

Lecturer in Disability Studies, University of California, Los Angeles

Postdoctoral Researcher, Anthropology, University of California,
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of Public Health

2021 Field Studies Organization Registration Form

We thank you for your time spent taking this survey,
Your response has been recorded.

| Below/is'a summary of your responses

Thank you for your interest in working with students participating in
School of Public Health field studies and training programs. We are.
Site duate public health stuqe 1 Jate §
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