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Irrational rejection of the life-changing possibilities provided by MRT has
led the U.S. Congress to prevent people like Kristelle and Evan from
having healthy children. MRT has, in fact, been successfully performed
internationally, and we at Columbia University’s Fertility Center have
produced embryos using MRT following approved research protocols.
However, because of Congress’s action, we have been unable to transfer
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Table | Effects of microinjecting mitochondria derived from somatic (liver) cells on fertilization and embryo = o 36(2) 14(1)
development rates in fresh and aged mouse oocytes. E ﬁ ﬁ -‘;Q L 100
*

Treatment group Two-cell embryosi/total Morula/two-cell yst/i Frag d embryos/two-cell Zo 36/36 / 131 4 g g 2

tested oocytes (%) embryos (%) embryos (%) embryos (%) —= — i E 60 15(1)
Fresh 1317143 (92 108/131 (82)* 1007131 (76)* 0/131 (O T icos fion ; g 40
Aged 107/217 (49)° 477107 (44)° 40/107 (37)° 147107 (13)° ‘g 0/36 " @3 20 32(2)
Fresh (buffer injected) 86/98 (88)" 78/86 (91)* 64/86 (74)" 0/86 (0)* 2 8/15 o
Fresh (mitochondria injected) ~ 84/98 (86)" 76/84 (50)* 62/84 (74)° 0/84 (0)° — 0
Aged (buffer injected) 72/178 (40)° 33/72 (46)° 22/72(31)° 10/72 (14)° g;’:’%’:;zm g: gg: 250: 25(;"‘ g;t’:::lzim g: gg: 25(::' 25:)?\"
Aged (miochondria injected)  79/172 (46)" kel s 2/1905): eded 2 no Transfer Transfer no Transfer Transfer

Values with different superscript letters within the same column are significantly different: P < 0.05. The percentages were compared using the chi-square test.
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