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Welcome Message from Gakushuin University

Welcome to Mejiro, Tokyo! At Gakushuin University, we are
proud to host the Asia-Pacific Round of the Manfred Lachs
Space Law Moot Court Competition. We hope everyone enjoys
the two day competition, followed by the symposium on the
Rule of Law in the Outer Space taking place the next day.

Gakushuin is a school with unique history. Its origin is a
school established in Kyoto for the members of the Imperial and
peerage families. The school was established in 1847, before the
modem Japan opened itself to the world. Gakushuin moved to Tokyo in 1877 and remained to
be a school for the Imperial and nobility’s children until 1949, when it was finally turned into
an ordinary private university. It is now a university consisting of five faculties (faculties of law,
economics, letters, science and international social studies), with 9,249 students.

In 2019, Gakushuin University launched the program on “space utilisation studies™. Sharing
the global concerns about the sustainable use of the outer space, we have developed the
transdisciplinary approach towards the outer space’s better future. The space law is its important
element. We believe that the Moot Court Competition and the symposium on the space law
becomes an excellent opportunity both for the participating teams visiting Gakuhsuin and the
local students hosting the participants to think about the disciplined and prudent use of the outer
space.

On behalf of the local organising committee, we appreciate many people who support the
organisation of the Moot Court Competition Among others, we acknowledge the support of the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) of Japan under its
Coordination Funds for Promoting AeroSpace Utilization, grant number JP J000959.

Prof. Dr. Souichirou Kozuka

p—

PR

West Building II of Gakushuin University (Moot Court Venue)
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Welcome Message from Regional Organizers

The Manfred Lachs Space Law Moot
Court Compeftition orgamized by the
International Institute of Space Law (IISL)
retain 32 years of history. The Asia Pacific
Regional Round, introduced in 1999 is one
of the oldest Regional Rounds, which gets

‘ enthusiastic parficipation of maximum

number of teams from the countries in the
Asia Pacific Region. The winners of the Asia Pacific Regional Team
have won the World Finals mine times in the last 24 years.

The Asia Pacific Regional Round 15 governed by the Specific Rules of the Asia Pacific
Regional Round adopted pursuant to article 2(2) of the Official Rules of Manfred Lachs Space

Law Moot Court Competition.

While Asia Pacific Regional Rounds have been conducted in varnous countries including
Awustralia, Indonesia, India and Japan, the 2023 Asia Pacific Regional Round is being conducted
in Japan.

We have the privilege of holding this vear’s Round at the Gakushwin University, Tokyo, Japan,
the host institution, which 15 a university with prestigious history dating back to 1847

Based on the calendar released by the Regional Organizers in end October 2022, twenty-nine
teams have registered for their participation. The list of 29 teams mcludes teams from India
(19), China (7), Japan (2) and Singapore (1). Most importantly, for the first time, two teams
from Japan have registered, which 1s really a welcome entry in the past 24 years.

The memonals on this year's moot problem, namely, “Case Concemning Laser Activities and
the Use of Anti-Satellite Weapons m Outer Space’, submutted individually by each team for
Applicant and Respondent were got evaluated by a large contingent of Judges, who are experts
on space law and mtemational law across the globe.

Based on the aggregate scores of the memonals, twelve teams from India, China, Singapore
and Japan have been selected for the Oral Round, in compliance with the Specific Rules of Asia
Pacific Regional Round. Our best wishes to these teams for their best performance in the Oral
Round, which comprises Preliminary Rounds, Semi-final Rounds and the Final Round.

The Regional Orgamizers desire to convey their profound thanks to the Chairman and
Distinguished Members of the Moot Court Commuttee, Gakushuin Umversity, the Host
Institution and MEXT, Japan for their overwhelming support and gmdance all the time. The
Regional Orgamizers are indebted to the Local Orgamzing Committee meticulous planning of
the Oral Round and an mternational symposium towards a flawless execution.

Mr. Yu Takeuchi Mr. Gopalaknshnan V.
Associate Regional Organizer, Japan Regional Organizer, India
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Schedule

suDay 1- 17 June Saturday

10:00-11:00 Registration

11:00-11:30 Briefing for teams

11:30-12:45 Lunch (Bento box will be provided)
13:00-14:15 Round 1-1

14:45-16:00 Round 1-2

mDay 2- 18 June Sunday
0:00-10:15 Round 2-1
10:45-12:00 Round 2-2
12:00-13:30 Lunch (Bento box will be provided)
13:30-14:45 Semu Finals
15:30-16:45 Final
17:30-20:00 Award Ceremony & Closing Reception

mDay 3- 19 June Monday

11:00-13:00 Networking lunch
13:00-16:00 Intemational Symposium

Address of the competition venue:
Gakushuin University
1-5-1 Mejiro, Toshima-ku, 171-8588
Tokyo, Japan

Website: hitps://www.univ.gakushuin ac.jp/en/
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Participants

Name of University and country in alphabetical order. Team number 15 not reflected on this table.
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Bethang University, China

Beijing Institute of Technology, China*

China University of Political Science and Law, China*
CHEIST Pune, Lavasa, India

City University of Hong Kong, China*

East Chma Umversity of Political Science and Law (ECUPL), Chma*
Guyarat National Law University, India

Hidayatullah National Law Unrversity, Raipur, India
Institute of Law, Nirma University, India

Jindal Global Law School, India®

Eei1o Umiversity, Japan

Lloyd Law College, India

Maharashtra National Law University, Mumbai, India*
NALSAFR. University of Law, Hyderabad, India

National Law Institnte University, Bhopal, India

National Law School of India University, India*

National Law Unmiversity Odisha, India

National Law Unmiversity, Dellu, India

National Law University, India

National Umiversity of Advanced Legal Studies, Kochi, India
Rapwv Gandhn National Umiversity of Law, India

School of Law, Chnist University, Bangalore, India
Singapore Management University, Simgapore*®

Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad, India*

Symbiosis Law School, Pune, India

The West Bengal National University of Jundical Sciences, Kolkata, India*
Waseda University, Japan®

Wuhan University, Wuhan, China™*

Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, China

* Salected to partcipate in oral rounds.
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Summary of the Problem

Argyliam v. Koligian
Case Concerning Laser Activities and the Use of Anfi-Satellite Weapons in Outer Space

The case illustrates how the positioning of laser systems (the Palver) in orbit around the Earth
by a State (Argyliam), combined with the provision of inaccurate data on their use, can
potentially complicate international relations.

Whule attempting to disupt the spying capability of a thard party’s satellite, Argyliam’s
Palver-3 laser system accidentally destroved a Koligian satellite, Inord-8. Separately, Palver-2
suffered an unexplained loss of control and its erratic movement brought it towards an area
traversed by a plethora of orbiting satellites, mcluding five regstered to Koligian. Palver-2s
laser system was still in an active state, which prompted Koligian to preemptively use an anfi-
satellite weapon to destroy Palver-2.

As if was not possible for Argyliam and Koligian to resolve their dispute through amicable
means, the case 1s brought before the Interational Court of Justice. The claims of the Parties
refer to the lawfulness of their respective activities mn outer space, under space law and
mtemnational law, as well as to hability 1ssues for damages each sustained.

Submissions to the Court:
Argyliam requests the Court to adjudge and declare that:

1. The use of Palver-3 was m conformuty with mfemational law,

2. Argyliam 1s not liable for the destruction of Inord-8,

3. The use by Koligian of the ASAT mussile agamnst Palver-2 constitutes a violation of
international law, and

4. Koligian 15 liable for the destruction of Palver-2.

Koligian requests the Court to adjudge and declare that:

1. The use of Palver-3 violated international law,

2. Argyliam 1s liable for the destruction of Inord-8,

3. The use by Koligian of the ASAT mussile agamst Palver-2 is not contrary to mternational
law, and

4 Koligian 15 not liable for the destruction of Palver-2.
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Judges for the Final Round
Prof. Dr. Steven Freeland, Western Sydney University, Australia

Dr. Milton
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Ms. Andrey Husni, Nishimura & Asahi, France

Mr. Aruza Kikuma, Mimmistry of Foreign Affairs, Japan

Mr. Colin Treheame, Mori Hamada & Matsumoto, Canada

Mr. Hajime Shinpmaya, Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, Japan

ir. Kimitake Nakamura, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan

Dr. Masahiko Fukushima, Japan

Prof Masshiko Sato, Gakushuin University/Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency, Japan
Ms. Mihoko Shintami, TMI Associates, Japan
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. Ms. Shizusa Hisakawa, GVA Law Office, Japan

. Mr. Sugurn Saito, TMI Associates, Japan

. Mr. Takahiro Abe, Japan

. Mr. Tatsuhiko Makino, Anderson Morni & Tomotsune, Japan

. Dr. Vassihi Moussis, Anderson Mon & Tomotsune, United Kingdom
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. Prof. Yasuaki Hashimoto, National Institute for Defense Studies, Japan
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