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Outlines

1) Maghreb Overview

2) Education Systems: Tunisia as Case Study
3) Students Mobility Focus: Morocco & Tunisia
4) Q&A
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1. Maghreb Overview

Maghreb literally means “the West” in Arabic, the western part of the Arab world.

1. Maghreb Overview

.............

ARG ; § o Expanding access to higher education
A ‘ o Limited absorption capacity in domestic labor markets
¢ o Strong historical and institutional links with external destinations

Indicator Maghreb Zone

Countries Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya
Total Population (2024-25) ~103 million

Youth Population (15-29) ~29% (~30 million)

Students Enrolled at HE ~3.6—3.8 million

Total Outbound Mobile Tertiary Students (as of 2023) 150,741

GDP per Capita (USD) ~$3,800-$7,000

Youth unemployment ~22-40%
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1. Maghreb Overview

» As a result, international study becomes not an exception, but a strategic pathway for many students.

Les vingl premiers pays d'origine de la mobilité éludiante dans le monde

# Algeria e Libya e Morocco # Tunisia
. Effectifs olution Evolution Rang Rang Part liants
% 2022 022 2 022 2022 2017 mobiles
1 1 2

Chine* 1052283 % +13% %
Inde 621623 +21% +81% 2 2 2% Eg
o t + + Total outbound internationally mobile tertiary students studying abroad, all
Ouzbékistan - 160 488 3 +19% = +330% 3 33 3 16% countries, both sexes (UIS estimate) (number)
am 134141 -3% +42% 4 6 4%
Allemagne 126 241 0% +3% 5 3 4%
. L . v 80000
Etats-Unis 115 026 +12% +32% 6 T 1%
France 113 515 +1% +20% 7 {5} 4%
1 + 2023 75186
Nigeria 112 418 +32% +30% 8 8 - ..
L i3 L 60000 Morocco
[ Syrie 104 987 +4% +96% 9 19 | -
Népal 95 092 +1% +48% 10 13 21%
Pakistan 90 614 +26% +68% 1 18 4% 000
Corée du Sud 87535 2% 7% 12 4 3%
Bresil 87337 0% +50% 13 15 1%
Italie 86 469 +2% +16% 14 12 4%
[ lran 85729 +15% +61% 15 20 3% | N
Kazakhstan 78335 2% 8% 16 9 1% i ——
Ukraine 76 802 +6% -1% 17 n 6%
Maroc 74 289 +6% +45% 18 21 5% | M 012 23 214 015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2023
Egypte 69 371 +14% +99% 19 34 2% |
Bangladesh 63936 +20% +10% 20 16 2%
} + } f } . i Click to focus on the country < +
Autres Pays 3433197 +5% +20% - - -

Total monde 6 859 426 +

Source : Institut de statistique de I'Unesco, collecte UOE, janvier 2025.
* Hong-Kong et Macao inclus,

2. Education Structures
Case Study: Tunisia
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2.1 The Tunisian Education System: Structure

Primary Education

Pre-university education:

6 years (ages ~6 to 12)

Lower Secondary

(college)
3 years

» 640-660 public lycées (high schools) nationwide.
* 601 Private colleges + lycées (authorized)

2.1 The Tunisian Education System: Structure

Upper Secondary

(French)

4 years

Baccalauréat (Bac)

National Exam

MANDATORY

Pre-university education:

Primary Education

6 years (ages ~6 to 12)

» Students are graded on a 20-point scale with a minimum passing grade of 10/20.

Lower Secondary

(college)

3 years

Upper

Secondary

4 years

French Grade

Description

Meaning

U.S. Letter Grade

U.S. GPA Value

16-20

Trés bien

Excellent

A

4.0

14-159

Bien

Very Good

B+

3.3-37

12-13.9

Assez bien

Good

B

3.0

10-11.9

Passable

Satisfactory

2.0

0-9.9

Insuffisant

Fail

0.0
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2.1 The Tunisian Education System: Structure

Upper secondary education (Lycée)

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
Common courses Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics

*Selection of the major/field

*Selection of the optional credit Baccalauréat [Bac]

National Exam

Distribution of pupil registered per field

Literature (18%)
50000 — 45,7k
Mathematics (5%)
40000 + 34K
Experimental Sciences (20%)
26,9k
30000 + 2458 o 26,6k
Management & Economics
20000 + 1688 147k (32%)
12k
9.8k 8,8k ) .
10000 + 6,3k Technical Sciences (14%)
07k 1,6k I I
oL S | _
Technique Sport Eco & Mngmt Computer Sc Literature Experimental Sc Math Sc SC Computer sciences (10%)
W 2011 2014 2017 2019 W 2022

Sports (1%)

2.2 Access to Higher Education

Total number of pupils registered for the baccalaureate examination per year.
minimum 126k , maximum 146k

150000 -

126776
100000
50000 +
0+

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

146158

Breakdown by Sector and Gender, as of April 2025
+ 151,808 registrants for the 2025 exam

*  83% public education system

* 12% enrolled at private institutions

* 5% independent candidates

» Strong female presence (62%)
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2.2 Access to Higher Education

Evolution of success rate between 2010 & 2020 distribute
100% T

Sport 88% LIS ladial dlae by
Leaalilly pala )
2012 Ols> a9

————) S g Ay

Math Sc 66% A ekl J (93

s iy

Technical 49%

Literature 33%

0% }

2010

As of June 2025,

* 37,08% success rate

* Mathematic streams top the rankings (74,93%), Sports
stream (73,33%), Computer Science (48,47 %)

2.2 Access to Higher Education

2022

Experimental Sc 65% @ —{ 047034 st [ | Gt —
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U 51 ) &0
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2.2 Access to Higher Education

Official guidance by the MoHE

List of Selected Schools/Programs filled by the student
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| [ i) g pusl
“‘ gl Aysh 3
| A B farah s i | sy iy g3y ||
| e i o ||
| Ay i cana L | s ||
- e “ wnsdes ||
Inscription.tn \ iad w | s
= “ e
|
. ‘ I ‘
|
| 3 |
Official Orientation Guidelines 2023 issued by the MESRS | } \‘
| i ‘
o “ |'s |
3 <sssrimo s “
C. @3t ‘ s | e cmios
_ \ {
° ° o A [T | I “ S
e - I “ s |
- |
‘ JE \
|10
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2.3 Higher Education Structure

. . . Medicine, Dentistry &
Higher education (tertiary level)

Pharmaceutical Studies

Ly
LMD Architecture ]
1. Université de Tunis \ Engineering 1 |
2. Université Ez-Zitouna \ 09
3. Université de Tunis El Manar :
4. Université de Carthage 7—5‘ ‘ 0_7
5. Université de la Manouba ‘ ;
6. Univers?té de Sousse 3001 3 3 ‘ ;‘
7. Université de Sfax 70T 4 4 1
8. Université de Monastir = 3 3 %
9. Université de Gabés 5T 5 - ‘ oT
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