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https://eservices.moheri.gov.om/student/findextuniversity.aspx
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2) Education Systems: Tunisia as Case Study
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1. Maghreb Overview
Maghreb literally means “the West” in Arabic, the western part of the Arab world.

1. Maghreb Overview

Indicator Maghreb Zone

Countries Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya

Total Population (2024–25) ~103 million

Youth Population (15–29) ~29% (~30 million)

Students Enrolled at HE ~3.6–3.8 million

Total Outbound Mobile Tertiary Students (as of 2023) 150,741 
GDP per Capita (USD) ~$3,800–$7,000

Youth unemployment ~22–40%

Across the region, we see:

o Expanding access to higher education
o Limited absorption capacity in domestic labor markets
o Strong historical and institutional links with external destinations
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1. Maghreb Overview

As a result, international study becomes not an exception, but a strategic pathway for many students.

2. Education Structures
Case Study: Tunisia
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2.1 The Tunisian Education System: Structure

Primary Education
6 years (ages ~6 to 12)

Lower Secondary 
(college)
3 years

National Exam to enter 
Pilot College (28 in Total with 
a capacity of 3700) (optional)

Upper Secondary 
(French)
4 years

National Exam to enter 
Pilot lycee (26 in Total with a 
capacity of 3450) (optional, 
recommended)

Pre-university education:

• 640–660 public lycées (high schools) nationwide.
• 601 Private collèges + lycées (authorized)

Baccalauréat (Bac) 
National Exam, 
MANDATORY

3rd grade: 
French Language

6th grade: 
English Language

2.1 The Tunisian Education System: Structure

Primary Education
6 years (ages ~6 to 12)

Lower Secondary 
(college)
3 years

Upper 
Secondary
4 years

Pre-university education:

Students are graded on a 20-point scale with a minimum passing grade of 10/20.
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2.1 The Tunisian Education System: Structure

Year 1 
Common courses

Year 2 
Mathematics 

Baccalauréat (Bac) 
National Exam

*Selection of the major/field

Year 3 
Mathematics 

Year 4 
Mathematics 

*Selection of the optional credit

Upper secondary education (Lycée)

Popular Streams 
*as of April 2025

Literature (18%)

Mathematics (5%)

Experimental Sciences (20%)

Management & Economics 
(32%)

Technical Sciences (14%)

Computer sciences (10%)

Sports (1%)

2.2 Access to Higher Education

Breakdown by Sector and Gender, as of April 2025

• 151,808 registrants for the 2025 exam

• 83% public education system

• 12% enrolled at private institutions

• 5% independent candidates

• Strong female presence (62%)
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2.2 Access to Higher Education

As of June 2025,

• 37,08% success rate

• Mathematic streams top the rankings (74,93%), Sports 

stream (73,33%), Computer Science (48,47%)
Optional Credit

2.2 Access to Higher Education

Optional Credit

Optional Credit
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2.2 Access to Higher Education

Official Orientation Guidelines 2023 issued by the MESRS

List of Selected Schools/Programs filled by the studentOfficial guidance by the MoHE

2.3 Higher Education Structure
Medicine, Dentistry & 
Pharmaceutical Studies

Architecture
Engineering

LMD

Higher education (tertiary level)
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