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Excellency Mr. Motegi, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Excellency Mr. Matsumoto, Minister of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Excellency Professor Marwala, Rector of the
United Nations University, Excellency Ms. Hibiya, Chairperson of the Japanese National
Commission for UNESCO, My dear friend, His Excellency Ambassador Kano, Permanent Delegate
of Japan to UNESCO, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, It is a great honour to be with you
today at the United Nations University — an institution that reflects a conviction UNESCO has
always shared with Japan: that international cooperation must be rooted in dialogue, knowledge,
and the exchange between peoples.
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Allow me to begin on a personal note. Upon my arrival in Tokyo, I was deeply touched to see,
across the airport, the billboards marking Japan’s 75 years of membership in UNESCO. This
visible and proud celebration speaks volumes about the strength of our shared history and the
importance Japan attaches to our Organization.
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That history, in fact, goes even further back — not seventy-five, but eighty years !
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In November 1946, Koichi Ueda, an officer at the Tohoku Post-war Liaison Office of Japan’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, read about UNESCO'’s first General Conference in Paris and its call to
build peace in the minds of men. Inspired by this vision, he and fellow citizens in Sendai
established the world’s first UNESCO Association in July 1947.
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Four years later, in 1951, Japan made the historic decision to join UNESCO — choosing it as the
very first platform for its re-engagement with the international community. This is the milestone
we celebrate today.
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This decision gave rise to one of UNESCO’s most dynamic and impactful partnerships. It also
brought to our Organization an exceptional leader: Mr. Matsuura, UNESCO's Director-General
from 1999 to 2009, whose vision and reforms still inspire me today.
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On this occasion, I wish to pay tribute to all those across Japan who bring UNESCQ’s mission to
life every day: the teachers and students of the some 1,100 UNESCO Associated Schools — the
largest such network in the world, and I had the pleasure of visiting one the day before yesterday
in Tokyo and engaging with its remarkable students; the experts working in our two Category 2
Centres; the scholars contributing through UNESCO Chairs; the professionals shaping Japan’s
Creative Cities; and all those who safeguard Japan’s outstanding heritage — including its 26
World Heritage sites, 23 elements of Intangible Cultural Heritage, 10 biosphere reserves and 11
Global Geoparks.
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Japan has been a steadfast Member of UNESCO’s Executive Board, a leading donor, and a key
supporter of our mandate — bringing both outstanding expertise and substantial voluntary
contributions.
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Japan’s leadership is visible across all areas of our work — from championing Education for
Sustainable Development through the UNESCO-Japan Prize, to strengthening ocean science and
tsunami early warning systems that protect millions of lives.
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Japan supports major conservation efforts that not only preserve heritage but sustain
communities and local economies. It advances the implementation of UNESCO's
Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence, particularly in Africa and Small Island
Developing States. And it defends freedom of expression by training professionals, safeguarding
archives, and protecting documentary heritage at risk.
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In contexts as challenging as Ukraine, Gaza, and Syria, Japan has been an essential partner —
helping monitor damage to cultural sites and ensuring that the right to education is upheld, even
in times of crisis.
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Japan’s commitment is equally evident in responding to natural hazards. Its support has
strengthened resilience in regions such as East Africa and Small Island Developing States, and
has contributed to strengthening UNESCO's efforts in the field of earthquake disaster prevention
in the Middle East.
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Seventy-five years of partnership have built a foundation of
trust and achievement. Today, our responsibility is to build on this legacy with ambition.

We are committed to further strengthening our partnership with Japan across all sectors —
government, academia, civil society, and the private sector. At the same time, I am determined
to delivering a more relevant, agile, and impactful UNESCO — grounded in stronger results and
enhanced accountability — at the heart of the UNESCO80 reform that I am advancing with
Member States.
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Together, we can build a partnership that is not only institutional, but transformative: for the
student in a UNESCO Associated School, for the coastal community protected by early warning
systems, for the artist in a Creative City, for the young researcher navigating artificial intelligence
ethically, for the journalist in a fragile democracy upheld by international norms. A UNESCO for
the people !

Thank you very much.
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