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Welcome Message from Gakushuin University

Welcome to Mejiro, Tokye! At Gakushuin University, we are
proud to host the Asia-Pacific Round of the Manfred Lachs
Space Law Moot Court Competition. We hope everyone enjoys
the two day competition, followed by the symposmm on the
Rule of Law in the Outer Space taking place the next day.

Gakushuoin 1s a school with unique history. Its origin is a
school established in Kyoto for the members of the Imperial and
peerage fanulies. The school was established in 1847, before the
modem Japan opened itself to the world. Gakushuin moved to Tokyo in 1877 and remained to
be a school for the Imperial and nobility’s children until 1949, when it was finally turned info
an ordinary private university. It is now a university consisting of five faculties (faculties of law,
economics, letters, science and international social stucies). with 9,249 students.

In 2019, Gakushwin University lannched the program on “space utilisation studies”. Sharing
the global concerns about the sustainable use of the outer space, we have developed the
transdisciplinary approach towards the outer space’s better future. The space law is its important
element. We believe that the Moot Court Competition and the symposium on the space law
becomes an excellent opportunity both for the participating teams visiting Galkuhswin and the
local students hosting the participants to think about the disciplined and prudent use of the outer
space.

On behalf of the local organising commifttee, we appreciate many people who support the
organisation of the Moot Court Competition. Among others, we acknowledge the support of the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) of Japan under its
Coordination Funds for Promoting AeroSpace Utilization, grant mumber JP JO00959.

Prof Dr. Souichirou Kozuka

West Building IT of Gakushuin University (Moot Court Venue)

Welcome Message from Regional Organizers

The Manfred Lachs Space Law Moot
Court Competition orgamized by the
International Institute of Space Law (IISL)
retain 32 years of history. The Asia Pacific
Regional Round, introduced in 1999, 1s one
of the oldest Regional Rounds, which gets

A enthusiastic participation of maximum

number of teams from the countries in the
Asia Pacific Region. The winners of the Asia Pacific Regional Team
have won the World Finals nine times in the last 24 years.

The Asia Pacific Regional Round i1s governed by the Specific Rules of the Asia Pacific
Regional Round adopted pursuant to article 2(2) of the Official Rules of Manfred Lachs Space
Law Moot Court Competition.

While Asia Pacific Regional Rounds have been conducted in various countries including
Anstralia, Indonesia, India and Japan the 2023 Asia Pacific Regional Round is being conducted
in Japan.

We have the privilege of holding this yvear's Round at the Gakushuin University, Tokyo, Japan,
the host institution, which 1s a university with prestigious history dating back to 1847.

Based on the calendar released by the Regional Organizers in end October 2022, twenty-nine
teams have registered for their participation. The list of 29 teams includes teams from India
(19), China (7), Japan (2) and Singapore (1). Most importantly, for the first time, two teams
from Japan have registered, which is really a welcome entry in the past 24 years.

The memorials on this year's moot problem, namely, “Case Concerming Laser Activities and
the Use of Anti-Satellite Weapons in Outer Space’, submitted individually by each team for
Applicant and Respondent were got evaluated by a large contingent of Judges, who are experts
on space law and international law across the globe.

Based on the aggregate scores of the memorals, twelve teams from India, China, Singapore
and Japan have been selected for the Oral Round, in compliance with the Specific Rules of Asia
Pacific Regional Round. Our best wishes to these teams for their best performance in the Oral
Round, which comprises Preliminary Rounds, Semi-final Rounds and the Final Round.

The Regional Organizers desire to convey their profound thanks to the Chairman and
Distinguished Members of the Moot Court Committee, Gakushuin University, the Host
Institution and MEXT, Japan for their overwhelming support and guidance all the time. The
Regicnal Organizers are indebted to the Local Organizing Committee meticulous planning of
the Oral Round and an international symposium towards a flawless execution.

Mr. Yu Takeuchi
Associate Regional Organizer, Japan

Mr. Gopalakrishnan V.
Regional Organizer, India
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