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Determining when older adults should stop driving is a complex issue. As of 2020, over 17
million U.S. drivers were 75 or older, and this number is growing. Many older drivers keep their
skills well into their later years, thanks to advancements in car safety technology and better road
design. Features like automatic braking systems, improved road signs, and backup cameras have
made driving safer for older adults; moreover, these drivers often self-regulate by avoiding risky
driving situations.

On the other hand, aging brings challenges such as vision problems and cognitive decline,
which can affect driving safety. Vision problems can often be corrected, but cognitive issues,
which are less frequently tested, can significantly influence driving. Additionally, inconsistent
state regulations on vision tests and license renewals add to the complexity. For example, some
states require vision tests at specific ages, while others have no such requirements.

Convincing older drivers to give up their licenses when necessary is another major challenge.
Studies show that in-person license renewals and compulsory vision tests can reduce fatal crashes
among older drivers. Experts call for a more harmonious approach, integrating vehicle safety
advancements with tailored solutions for aging drivers. This approach aims to balance the need

for safety with the benefits of maintaining mobility for older adults.
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The advancements in car safety technology
The challenges and solutions for elderly drivers
The impact of cognitive decline on driving

The increasing number of elderly drivers
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The need for consistent state regulations
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Cognitive decline
Hearing loss
Physical strength

Reaction time

(2 I N O

Vision problems
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To balance safety with the benefits of mobility
To encourage older adults to self-regulate their driving
To improve road designs

To keep state regulations consistent
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To reduce the need for vision tests
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7 A: We could visit the new museum exhibit.
B: Why not?

4 A:It’s not a good idea to eat late at night.
B: Why not?

7 A: You shouldn’t drive so fast on this road.
B: Why not?

= A: We can try that new café down the street.
B: Why not?

7 A: Shall we go for a hike this weekend?

B: Why not?
Asking reasons Expressing agreement
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