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Why is ESA intending to select and fly an astronaut with a physical disability?

Inclusiveness: if there is one thing we have learned by working on the
International Space Station (ISS), it is that there is great value in diversity.
Including people with special needs also means benefiting from their extraordinary
experience, ability to adapt to difficult environments, and point of view.
Responsibility: we have the strong conviction that there is a way to enable this
level of inclusiveness in the astronaut corps, and in space, and that calls to our
responsibility to at the very least, try it.

Leading by example: it is our hope to push the envelope on the topic of disability
at work, and inspire people with special needs to apply to other jobs at ESA and in
the space sector.

Learning from our differences: our astronauts perform a large number of life
science experiments in space, and having people who live with a disability carry out
such experiments could bring some new, astonishing results in the field of life
sciences for the benefit of even more people back on Earth.

https://www.esa.int/About_Us/Careers_at_ESA/ESA_Astronaut_Selection/Parastronaut_feasibility_project
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Responsibility

we have the strong conviction that there is a way to
enable this level of inclusiveness in the astronaut
corps, and in space, and that calls to our
responsibility to at the very least, try it.
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Leading by example
it is our hope to push the envelope on the topic of disability at work,

and inspire people with special needs to apply to other jobs at ESA
and in the space sector.

-G O/ — MIARSCESATEIC - BEFTZVWERDOTUVBIREEED

O—JLEFILICIRD N ?
- FERITTEUNOEBORBE/N EDL S (CIRETNTLD TLDDH



T77—T47 - T7o7>avyoiishshn

AATHBRSIEEDLSIRIESICIEH{EENSH

Learning from our differences: our astronauts perform a large
number of life science experiments in space, and having people who
live with a disability carry out such experiments could bring some
new, astonishing results in the field of life sciences for the benefit of
even more people back on Earth.
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e space debris is defined as all man-made objects,
including fragments and elements thereof, in Earth
orbit or re-entering the atmosphere, that are non-
functional. (UNOOSA 2010)
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