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Assessment

Answer key

Answer key for digital and paper-based sample test.

Please note that the digital exams do not use letters for the multiple-choice options.

Reading

1 B 7 B 14 B 19 C 25 | your/the
2 C 8 C 15 C 20 | B 26 | Is
3 A 9 B 16 | A 21 A 27 | lot
4 A 10 | A 17 | C 22 | C 28 | on
5 B 1 C 18 B 23 | B 29 | they
6 B 12 A 24 | B 30 | to
13 C

Assessment of Writing scale

All content is relevant to the
task.

Text is connected and
coherent, using basic

Uses everyday vocabulary generally
appropriately, while occasionally overusing
certain lexis.

5 linking words and a limited | Uses simple grammatical forms with a good
Target reader is fully informed. | number of cohesive degree of control.
devices. . . . .
While errors are noticeable, meaning can still be
determined.

4 Performance shares features of Bands 3 and 5.

Uses basic vocabulary reasonably
Minor irrelevances and/or ] ) appropriately.
omissions may be present. Text is connected using

3 ) basic, high-frequency Uses simple grammatical forms with some
Target reader is on the whole | |inking words. degree of control.
informed.

Errors may impede meaning at times.
2 Performance shares features of Bands 1and 3.
Irrelevan n i i . .
elevances ar d f task Production unlikely to Produces basic vocabulary of isolated words
misinterpretation of task may be connected, though and phrases.

1 be present. punctuation and simple . _ '
Target reader is minimally connectors (i.e. ‘and’) may PI’Odl:IC(.-:‘S few simple grammatical forms with
informed. on occasion be used. only limited control.

Content is totally irrelevant.
o Performance below Band 1.

Target reader is not informed.
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Assessment of Writing Part 6

Mark scheme for Writing Part 6

Sample answers

Candidate A

Hi Pat,

I am so happy to going shopping tomorrow because |
want to buy new football boots. We can meet at your
house at 11:00.

Is it OK for you? Then we take a bus.

Commentary and mark

Very good attempt at the task. The content of the message
is relevant to the task and all three elements of the message
are clearly communicated. The text is coherent and basic
linking words and cohesive devices (because, then, it) are
used. Everyday vocabulary is used appropriately and even
though there are some errors with the grammatical forms
used, the meaning is still completely clear.

Content 5 Organisation 5 Language 5 Total 15

Candidate B

Dear Pat,

| want to meet for shopping at train station. So how
about on 10? | want to buy new computer game and new
trainers.

Bye.
Commentary and mark

Good attempt at the task. All three elements of the
message are communicated. The target reader would be,
on the whole, informed. The text is connected and coherent,
and the basic linking words (so, and) are used to help
organise the text. Simple grammatical forms and everyday
vocabulary are generally used appropriately. The error (So
how about on 10?) may make it difficult to understand the
meaning of the question clearly.

Content 4 Organisation 4 Language 4 Total 12

5

Candidate C

I'm really happy to go to shopping tomorrow. Let’s meet
in a coffee in a shopping centre and | want to buy my
present for my brother.

Commentary and mark

Satisfactory attempt at the task. The target reader is
informed about bullet point 1and 3, but the time to meet
is missing from the message. The text is coherent, and
punctuation and the simple linking word and are used to
help organise the text. Some simple grammatical forms are
used with some control. The errors in the second sentence
(Let’s meet in a coffee) and in the third sentence (I want

to buy my present for my brother) may make it difficult to
understand the meaning at times.

Content 3 Organisation 3 Language 3 Total 9

Candidate D

Hello. Let’s go shopping 10 morning. We meet you house.
My favourite shop sports shop. After lunch in a fast food.

Commentary and mark

The target reader is informed about bullet point 1and 2,
but it is not clear what the candidate wants to buy. Only the
simple linking word after is used to help organise the text.

A few simple grammatical forms are used with some limited
control. There are errors throughout the message which
may impede meaning (After lunch in a fast food).

Content 3 Organisation 1 Language 2 Total 6

Candidate E

Hi Pat,

Let’s go to shopping tomorrow afternoon. where you
want to meet?

Commentary and mark

Poor attempt at the task. Only bullet point two is addressed
in the text, which means the target reader is only very
minimally informed. No linking words are used and there is
limited control of simple grammatical forms.

Content 1 Organisation 1 Language 1 Total 3

N



Assessment of Writing Part 7

Mark scheme for Writing Part 7

Sample answers

Candidate A

Last Saturday | went to a picnic with my friends. First, we

put the fruits, sandwitch and orange juice in my bag, then
we went. When we arrived at the camping, we ate on the
floor. then Tom and Lucy went to the lake and Michel and
me saw them.

Commentary and mark

Very good attempt at the task. All of the content of the
story is relevant to the task and the connections between
the pictures are clearly shown using basic linking words and
cohesive devices (and, First, then, when, we), so the reader
can fully understand the story. Vocabulary is generally used
appropriately, and even though there are some small errors
with the grammatical forms used, the meaning is still clear.

Content 5 Organisation 5 Language 5 Total 15

Candidate B

Two girls and two mans are preparing all the food for go
camping to a lake. When they are in the lake they ate
some food and when they finished, they go swam to the

5
o

Commentary and mark

Good attempt at the task. All three content points of the
story are communicated, although very little is mentioned
about the first picture. The target reader is on the whole
informed. The text is coherent, and some basic linking
words and cohesive devices (and, when and they) are

used. Basic vocabulary is used reasonably appropriately.
The change between present and past tenses in the text
(When they are in the lake they ate some food, when they
finished, they go swam to the lake) may impede the reader’s
understanding.

Content 4 Organisation 4 Language 3 Total 11

Candidate C

Four people went to a picnic and they sit by a lake. They
ate food and drank drinks. Two of people are kids. Kids
going to swim so Parents was sawing their kids. Then they
went to home.

Commentary and mark

Satisfactory attempt at the task. Although the first picture
is not mentioned in the text, the rest of the story is mainly
communicated clearly. The reader is on the whole informed.
The text is connected using basic linking words (and, so).
The candidate has used the correct verbs and some basic
relevant vocabulary (sit by a lake, food, kids, swim), and
some simple grammatical forms are used with some degree
of control.

Content 3 Organisation 3 Language 3 Total 9

Candidate D

The family are packing, to make a piknik. It was very hot
so the children, are jumped in to the watter.

Commentary and mark

There is some reference to the first and the third picture

in the text, but as there is no mention of a lake or any
reference to the second picture, the target reader is only
minimally informed. Although the candidate has attempted
to use punctuation and a basic linking word (so) to help
organise the text, the incorrect use of commas may impede
meaning. Some basic vocabulary is used (family, pack, hot,
children). A few simple grammatical forms are used with only
limited control.

Content 2 Organisation 1 Language 1 Total 4

Candidate E

What a sunny day! It’s perfect for family picnic. Jake’s
family it’s ready for a lot fun. Family are going to a family
picnic. What a funny day!

Commentary and mark

Very little of the story is communicated in the text, so the
target reader is only very minimally informed. No simple
connectors are used. Some basic vocabulary is used (sunny
day, family picnic), and a few simple grammatical forms are
used with only limited control.

Content 1 Organisation 1 Language 1 Total 3
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Instructions
Use a PENCIL (B or HB).
Rub out any answer you want to change with an eraser. For Part 2:
Write your answers clearly in the spaces next
For Parts 1. 3. 4 and 5: to the numbers (6 to 10) like this:
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Audio script

This is a sample A2 Key for Schools English Listening test.

There are five parts to the test. You will hear each piece
twice.

We will now stop for a moment. Please ask any questions
now because you must NOT speak during the test.

Now, look at the instructions for Part 1.

For each question, choose the correct answer.

Look at Question 1.

1: What'’s Julia going to do tonight?

M: Are you going to go to the party tonight, Julia?

F: Idlove to, but | can't.| couldn’t go to school when | wasiill
last week, so | have a lot of homework to do.

M: But you are feeling better?

F: Much better, but | still feel tired.

Now listen again.

2: What time does the art lesson start?

M: What time is it, Maria?

F: It’s half past two. Why?

M: | want to go to that extra art lesson this afternoon. It
starts at three, doesn't it?

F: It's starting now and you're late! Be quick because it
finishes at half past three.

Now listen again.
3: What will Chloe do on Saturday?
F: I'vejust been to the new skate park. It’s great!

M: Really, Chloe? 'm going there on Saturday. 'm going to
go by bike. Do you want to come too?

F: Idreally like to but I'm playing in the school basketball
team on that day. Why don’t you ask Pete, he's got a new
skateboard.

M: Okay, I will.

Now listen again.

4: How much will the girl pay for her cinema ticket?
M: Would you like to see a film this evening?

F: How much are the tickets? | haven't got much money this
week.

M: All tickets tonight are four pounds thirty for students like
us. Usually they're five pounds eighty.

F: Let’s go then.'ve got seven pounds sixty to spend. We
can have a coffee afterwards.

Now listen again.

5: Who will meet Peter at the airport?

F: Will someone meet you when you arrive at the airport,
Peter?

M: Yes. My parents will be at work, but my older sister will.
She’s just passed her driving test!

F: That’s good news.
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M: And my grandfather lives near the airport so we're
going to visit him on the way home.

F: That's nice.
Now listen again.
That is the end of Part 1.

Now look at Part 2.

For each question, write the correct answer in the gap.
Write one word or a number or a date or a time. Look at
Questions 6-10 now. You have 10 seconds.

You will hear a teacher telling students about a school

camping trip.

M: Morning everyone. | hope you're all looking forward to
our camping trip next week. Please remember that now
we are staying an extra day the trip costs thirty nine
pounds, not thirty four. You need to give your money to
our new school secretary by the end of the week. Her
name is Mrs Fairford. That's F AIRF O RD. Please go to
see her soon.

As you know, we are leaving on Tuesday but we're
returning on Friday instead of Thursday. Now - you must
get to school for half past seven on Tuesday because
we'll leave at a quarter to eight and we can't wait for
anyone.

We usually go by coach on school trips but because the
campsite is near a station, we're going to go by train for
a change. You don't need to bring tents or anything like
that, but you will need boots. We will do lots of walking
by rivers so don’t bring trainers because your feet will
get wet. Is that clear to everyone?

Now listen again.
That is the end of Part 2.

Now look at Part 3.

For each question, choose the correct answer. Look at
Questions 11-15 now. You have 20 seconds.

You will hear Annie talking to her friend Tony about a film
she saw.

M: Annie! | tried to phone you on Saturday afternoon, but
your phone was off.

F: Sorry, Tony! | was at home all morning and in the
evening.

M: Oh, so what did you do on Saturday?

F: |went to see a film actually. But before that | was at the
shops for about two hours. Then | went to the cinema for
the 3.15 show and | didn't come out until half past five.

M: What was the film?

F: Anold one from many years ago called ‘The Black Lions..
It's the story of a top basketball player.

M: Did you enjoy it?

F: Actually, it'’s an interesting story, but it's a shame there
are no really good actors in it. Anyway, it’s not too long!

M: Don't you prefer funny films?


http://cbpt.s3.amazonaws.com/cb-ket-listening/index.html
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/images/506891-a2-key-for-schools-listening-sample-test.mp3

F: Well, my favourite film ever is ‘Bird Boy’, which actually
isn't funny and has nothing amazing in it. But the reason
I love it is because it all really happened.

M: Oh.lhaven't seenit.

F: I've only seenit on TV.| think it’s best to see films on a
big cinema screen, but | usually just watch them on my
laptop at home.

M: Me too.
Now listen again.
That is the end of Part 3.

Now look at Part 4.
For each question, choose the correct answer.

16: You will hear a teacher talking to her class. What does
the teacher want her class to do?

F: I'mvery pleased with your work. Youre getting good
marks and working together well. But you really must
remember that other classes in rooms near us can’'t do
their work if you shout at one another. Let’s all show a
bit more respect for other people — OK? Now — everyone
has something to finish. Don’'t hurry, you have lots of time.

Now listen again.

17: You will hear two friends talking about their day.
What have they just done?

M: That was great, wasn't it?

F: Yes - everyone did really well today but I'm exhausted
now and my legs really hurt! 'm going to go straight
home and ask Mum if | can have a pizza for dinner.

M: I'm going to lie on my bed and listen to music all evening.
F: Good idea! We've done so much exercise today!
Now listen again.

18: You will hear a teacher talking to one of his students
called Sarah. Why must Sarah do her homework
again?

M: I'm afraid you need to do this maths homework again,
Sarah.

F: Oh no! Didn't | finish it, Mr Hall? 'm sure | did! So — are
some of my answers incorrect?

M: Not at all. You understood my lesson perfectly — but | told
you to do exercise two on page six, not page sixteen!

F: Ohdear - I must be much more careful!
Now listen again.

19: You will hear a girl, Lara, talking about shopping. Why
did Lara buy the bag?

M: Let’s see your new bag, Lara. Oh, why did you get that
one? You wanted a pale colour.

F: Iknow!But this was the only one in the shop that was
big enough for all my school stuff!

M: Right. Well, it looks good. Did it cost a lot?
F: Yeah, much too much. Mum had to lend me some money.
Now listen again.

20: You will hear a man talking to his daughter before she
goes out. What'’s the weather like today?

M: Have you looked out of the window this morning, Kate?

F: Why, Dad? What do you mean?

M: You won't need your warm coat today. The weather
forecast says the temperature’s definitely going to be
higher than yesterday.

F: Great. 'm going to the city centre with Diana this
morning.

M: But take an umbrella because it’s just starting to rain.
F: Allright, no problem.

Now listen again.

That is the end of Part 4.

Now look at Part 5.

For each question, choose the correct answer. Look at
Questions 21-25 now. You have 15 seconds.

You will hear Julia talking to her mother about a school
fashion show. What will each person help with?

F1: We're having a fashion show at school again ...
F2: Great. What are you helping with, Julia?

F1: 'm doing the make-up. | want it to be really good.
F2: That will be fun.

F1: Anton wanted to have special lights but the teacher
says we don't need them. So he’s finding CDs to play in
the show.

F2: Oh.

F1: Emma chose really good music last year but she wants
to take some pictures with her new camera this time.

F2: Karl's a good photographer too, isn't he?

F1: Yes, but he’s drawing some posters. He's brilliant at art.
F2:Is Sarah helping?

F1: She’s deciding what everyone will wear.

F2: Oh, will she be good at that? She was so good at selling
tickets last time.

F1: Well, she’s very interested in fashion now.
F2: Will there be a party afterwards?

F1: George is going to get some snacks. It’s difficult to know
how many we'll need because we haven't sold many
tickets yet.

F2: I'll buy one, how much are they ... [Fade]?
Now listen again.
That is the end of Part 5.

You now have 6 minutes to write your answers on the
answer sheet.

You have one more minute.
That is the end of the test.
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Assessment

Answer key
Answer key for digital and paper-based sample test.
Please note that the digital exams do not use letters for the multiple-choice options.

Listening

1 C 6 Fairford 1 B 16 B 21 E
2 A 7 Friday 12 | A 177 | C 22 | F
3 C 8 730 13 | C 18 | B 23 | G
4 A 9 train 14 B 19 A 24 | A
5 A 10 | boots 15 | A 20 | B 25 B
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Assessment

Examiners and marking

The quality assurance of Speaking Examiners (SEs)

is managed by Team Leaders (TLs). TLs ensure all
examiners successfully complete examiner training and
regular certification of procedure and assessment
before they examine. TLs are in turn responsible to a
Professional Support Leader (PSL) who is the professional

representative of Cambridge English for the Speaking tests

in a given country or region.

Annual examiner certification involves attendance at a
face-to-face meeting to focus on and discuss assessment
and procedure, followed by the marking of sample
Speaking tests in an online environment. Examiners must
complete standardisation of assessment for all relevant
levels each year and are regularly monitored during live
testing sessions.

Assessment scales

Throughout the test candidates are assessed on their
own individual performance and not in relation to each
other. They are awarded marks by two examiners: the
assessor and the interlocutor. The assessor awards marks
by applying performance descriptors from the analytical
assessment scales for the following criteria:

°  Grammar and Vocabulary
° Pronunciation

* Interactive Communication.

The interlocutor awards a mark for global achievement
using the global achievement scale.

Handles communication in everyday situations,
despite hesitation.

5 Constructs longer utterances but is not able to
use complex language except in well-rehearsed
utterances.

4 Performance shares features of Bands 3 and 5.

Conveys basic meaning in very familiar everyday

situations.

3 Produces utterances which tend to be very short
- words or phrases - with frequent hesitation and
pauses.

2 Performance shares features of Bands 1and 3.

Has difficulty conveying basic meaning evenin
very familiar everyday situations.

1
Responses are limited to short phrases or isolated
words with frequent hesitation and pauses.

o Performance below Band 1.

Assessment for A2 Key for Schools is based on performance
across all parts of the test, and is achieved by applying
the relevant descriptors in the assessment scales. The
assessment scales for A2 Key for Schools (shown on the
following page) are extracted from the overall Speaking
scales on page 48.
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A2 Key for Schools Speaking Examiners use a more detailed version of the following assessment scales, extracted from the
overall Speaking scales on the following page.

simple grammatical forms. Uses a

Shows a good degree of control of

Is mostly intelligible, and has some

Maintains simple exchanges.

5 range of appropriate vocabulary control of phonological features at Requires very little prompting and
when talking about everyday both utterance and word levels. support.
situations.

4 Performance shares features of Bands 3 and 5.

Shows sufficient control of
simple grammatical forms. Uses

Is mostly intelligible, despite limited

Maintains simple exchanges, despite

3 appropriate vocabulary to talk control of phonological features. some difficulty. Requires prompting
. . and support.
about everyday situations.
2 Performance shares features of Bands 1and 3.
Shows only limited control of a . Has considerable difficulty
. Has very limited control of L
few grammatical forms. Uses a . . maintaining simple exchanges.
1 . phonological features and is often . - )
vocabulary of isolated words and . LS Requires additional prompting and
unintelligible.
phrases. support.
(0) Performance below Band 1.
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