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New on-board technologies include electric propulsion to propel the
satellites from the orbit in which they will be launched to the final
operational orbits, allowing two satellites to be launched at once
despite their increased mass.
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The Starlink satellites carry Hall thrusters, which use electricity and | S€n2 Svstegm(ztEé%\ZD“{—I\ (#9
krypton gas to generate an impulse, to maneuver in orbit, 6.7m) . 5_%2755’1‘{1\ (”f"‘J‘ .
maintain altitude and guide the spacecraft back into the 1250kg) BB B ROE
atmosphere at the end of their mission. 213573 (#9260kg)
Hall thrusters provide a more fuel-efficient form of propulsion than _ ) )
conventional liquid propellants, but most satellites that use Hall https://www.inverse.com/inno
thrusters consume xenon gas. vation/spacex-starlink-
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Astra said that Airbus OneWeb Satellites will acquire an unspecified
number of its Astra Spacecraft Engines, an electric propulsion
system, for Arrow satellites. Astra did not disclose or answer
questions about the number of thrusters ordered or the value or
duration of the deal.
Airbus OneWeb Satellites had previously used electric propulsion
systems from Fakel, a Russian company, for the OneWeb satellites
it produced. However, those thrusters are no longer available after
o Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and subsequent sanctions.
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