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Purpose and Background of the Research

® Outline of the Research

This research field constructs a large-scale database on child poverty and creates
evidence-based policy recommendations to local and national governments, NGOs and
communities. By doing so, the field combines researchers from multiple academic

fields and nurture young researchers with interdisciplinary minds, leading to the
establishment of poverty research in Japan.
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Figure 1. Outline of the Project

® From an variable to an academic field

Background of the Field : In Japan, poverty was a long-forgotten social issue and
there was a 40 year period where research on poverty was rarely conducted.
However, since the Lehman Shock in 2008, the research using poverty as one of the
explanatory variables expanded drastically in various academic fields. Yet, poverty
remains as one of the “hot” topics of the moment, and already the interest in poverty
is waning. The reason for that is young researchers in each academic field interested
in poverty are isolated in their own field and that there is no common platform and
definition where researchers from different backgrounds can discuss poverty.




®The 60% of the fund is used for Young Researchers
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@ Development of World-Class Large Database of Child Poverty
using Deprivation Index

+ Incorporating survey data conducted by multiple local
governments to create large-scale database on child poverty

- Conducting additional large-scale survey on child poverty to "q
supplement local government data.

Development of Japanese child poverty index using deprivation
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Expected Research Achievements

® Empirical Research to provide Ready-to-use Policy Recommendations
The database will enable research on mechanism connecting poverty and various child

outcomes, and how geographical attributions, gender, immigrant status, health status
of children and their family interact with the mechanism.
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