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September 1, 2021
The International High School Students’ Symposium

on UNESCO Global Geoparks (ONLINE)

[ Theme: What high school students can do to realize a sustainable local community ]

1. Objective
To provide an opportunity for high school students from Geopark areas (including aspiring Geopark) in
Japan and overseas to deepen their understanding of the region and enhance pride in their hometowns by
sharing their research and school activities and exchanging opinions, and to consider solutions to the
problems facing the region.

2. Date and Time
Friday, February 4, 2022, 9:30 am - 4:00 pm (tentative) on Zoom

3. Organizer
Muroto High School, Kochi Japan (221 Murotsu, Muroto-shi, 781-7102)

4. Co-organizers
Muroto City, Muroto City Board of Education, Muroto Geopark Promotion Committee

5. Schedule (Subject to change)

(1) Opening Ceremony (9:30-10:00 am)
- Opening remarks.
- Introduction of the community and schools by the participating schools
(1 minute for each school, without using slides or videos)
- Presentation by the organizing school (content to be determined)
- Introduction of the Muroto UNESCO Global Geopark
(2) Breakout sessions *There will be no change of groups between the first and second halves.

- First half (10:30 am - 12:00 pm)

(D Ice-breaking (using the breakout room)
(2) Presentations by representative schools of each section meeting (about 10 minutes)

(3 Question and answer session and discussion on (2).
- Second half (1:00 - 2:00 pm)

(4 Presentations by schools other than the representative school (about 7 minutes)
(® Question and answer session and discussion on ().

(6 Compilation of ideas for future activities based on the discussion

(3) Information sharing session (2:40 - 3:20 pm)
Participants will be divided into breakout rooms to share what was discussed in each breakout session with
other breakout session participants. (Similar to the jigsaw method)
(4) Closing ceremony (3:30 - 4:00 pm) *tentative
- Critique
- Closing remarks.

6. Application/Data Submission Date
- The number of registered students is limited to 4 per school. There is no limit to the number of auditors.
- Please fill out and submit the application form on the conference website.

(D Oct.13 (Wed.) Registration due (choice of session, theme, title)
(2) Nov.17 (Wed.) Abstract due

(3 Late November: Contact for representative presentations
(we will contact you individually after reviewing your presentation abstract)
(@ Jan. 14 (Fri.), 2022: Presentation slide data due (any format)
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7. Presentations
Both English and Japanese are acceptable. However, if you give your presentation in Japanese, please make
preparations to accommodate speakers of either language by providing English subtitles or distributing an
English translation of your presentation. For the question and answer session, the organizers will try to make
sure that language is not a problem in the exchange of opinions by using audio translation software or having
someone who can interpret the presentations.
- Time limitation: Representative school (10 minutes), other schools (7 minutes)
(It is recommended to avoid using large video clips and animations.)

8. Sectional Meeting Themes

(1) Geohazard Risk Reduction and Management

Understanding the geological and geomorphological features of each region, and the changes in the natural
environment and climatic conditions that are closely related to these features. In this session, high school students
will present what they are actually doing to prevent and mitigate disasters, and what they have noticed and discovered
in their efforts.

The goal is to have a lively discussion from different perspectives in different regions and to obtain ideas that can
be utilized in future efforts.

(2) Environmental Conservation

Participants will present their activities to conserve the rich geological, natural, and cultural heritage of the Geopark
area for the future, as well as their activities to create a community using local resources, and the issues they have
noticed and discovered through these activities.

The goal is to disseminate the appeal of the geological, natural, and cultural heritage of each region and to share
issues, which will lead to future developmental efforts.

(3) Local Community Engagement
In order to realize a sustainable regional society, which is the theme of this conference, it is essential to have a
broad perspectives on the region and to collaborate with the local community. In this session, we will share the unique
efforts of high school students who are utilizing the Geopark network and collaborating with local communities.
With the ideal of "making sure that our region will last for 100 years to come," this session will not only introduce
the attractions and challenges of the region that were discovered in the course of the activities, but also provide a
place to share good practices that can be used as reference for future activities.

In this subcommittee, please include the perspectives of outside organizations that serve as bridges between high
schools and the community. In addition, it is desirable that presentations be made with the Geopark principles in mind.

9. Miscellaneous

- A rehearsal of about one hour will be held in advance. (The timing will be announced by e-mail.)

- For the high school selected as the representative school, we may ask the leader or someone from the
Geopark to facilitate The sectional maaetings (the breakout sessions), in which case we would appreciate
your cooperation.

- The schedule and contents may be subject to change in the future. In such cases, announcements will be
made on the conference website and via e-mail. If you wish to receive information by e-mail, please
register for the mailing list from the website.

(Japanese) https://sites.google.com/view/muroto-h-geo
(English) https://sites.google.com/g.kochinet.ed.jp/muroto-h-geo-english

10. Contact - For inquiries, please use the inquiry form on the website.

"Project for Promotion of High School Education Reform in Collaboration with the Local Community”
Muroto High School, Kochi Japan
E-Mail: muroto.h.geo@gmail.com
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+ When the first wave of the
pandemic swept across Muroto, how
do you feel as a student? (VXTI v 7 OF—WENETICH LEFE- L&, F4EL
LTEDLIITELELEN?)
-We were very shocked, because when our school closed soon after we entered

high school. And many events were cancelled

What are actions taken by the students to reduce the impact of the pandemic
in their life? (EIEOHF TN T I v 7 OFBERBT 572012, FAELLRE S
TeATE & 1E?)

-We do many things. For example, we always wear masks and we eat lunch

without talking with friends.

Are there any final messages for the students of Langkawi in order to reduce
the impact of this pandemic? (Z DN T I w7 ORBLERTH-DIZ, T 0

A BOFELBICRED A vE
—VEHY ETHN?)

-We are very sorry that we
could not visit Langkawi last
year. We don’ t know when we
can meet in Japan or in
Langkawi, but we all hope to
keep our frienship and to

overcome this situation

together. (overcome: FLiRT %)
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