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(Tentative translation)

International Affairs Division, Minister’s Secretariat
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)

February 9, 2022

Attn: Prefectural miscellaneous category school departments,
Japan Council of International Schools (JCIS),
Association of Brazilian Schools in Japan (AEBJ)

Tentative English translation of the "Guidelines for Countermeasures in the Case When
COVID-19 Infection of Students, Teachres or Staff is Confirmed at the Schools”

We have prepared a tentative English translation of the “Guidelines for Countermeasures in
the Case When COVID-19 Infection of Students, Teachres or Staff is Confirmed at the Schools”,
which was announced in the notification dated February 3, 2022.

Also, we reiterate the following points to adapt the Guidelines to countermeasures against the
Omicron variant announced in the notification mentioned above.

We kindly share this with you because it could be utilized as a reference for your consideration
about your response to COVID-19.

To Prefectural miscellaneous school departments: please send this notification to miscellaneous

schools for foreign students under your jurisdiction.
To JCIS and AEBJ: please send this notification to members of your council or association.

Each of the following points under the current Guidelines should be handled as follows:

’Decisions on temporary closure‘

(Responses under the current Guidelines)
[“3. <Examples of the scope and conditions of temporary closure>"in the Guidelines]

If a person tests positive for COVID-19 in a school, it may be necessary to take the temporary
closure for the period until close contacts have been identified, their test results have been
ascertained, and the grasp of the whole picture has been obtained, and then cleaning and
disinfecting the school facilities are completed (in general, a few days to a week in total).




(Responses under the current Guidelines)

[“3. [Class closure]” in the Guidelines]The period of the class closure should be determined
with approximately 5 to 7 days, based on the situation of monitoring of the infection, the extent

of the infection spread, the impact on students and other factors.

—

The period of class closure should be approximately five days (including Saturdays, Sundays,

and holidays, and the period of the temporary school closure for ascertaining the overall situation.)
(It may be possible to shorten the closure period in cases which an appropriate epidemiological
survey have been conducted, including those targeting persons with undiagnosed cold or other
symptoms and close contacts, and the close contacts, etc. have been identified and negative test
results for them have been confirmed.)

(Responses under the current Guidelines)

(There were no specific gudelines for the repopening of the school in the event that if an

infection arises at a school, an active epidemiological investigation is delayed or not sufficiently
carried out due to the tight workload of the relevant public health center after the temporary

closure to ascertain the overall situation.)

—

Based on the consultation with the school doctor, etc, it may be possible to reopen the school

approximately 5 days after the start of the school closure (including Saturdays, Sundays, and

holidays). (The reopening should be done with caution while thoroughly carrying out stay at home
of persons with cold-like symptoms such as fever, monitoring their health condition, and other
infection countermeasures.)

|Identifying close contacts, etc.‘

[“2. [Identifying close contacts, etc.]”in the Guidelines]

Ifa case a COVID infection is confirmed at the school, it is necessary for the school to cooperate
in preparing a list of the possible close contacts, etc. based on the standards specified in the

Guidelines in order to identify close contacts and those persons in their vicinity subject to testing

in accordance with certain standards indicated by the relevant public health center.

—

In regards to identifying possible persons subject to testing in the vicinity of persons testing

positive, especially in a situation where an active epidemiological investigation was delayed or
not sufficiently carried out, it may be possible to respond flexibly without adhering strictly to the

Guidelines in accordance particularly with the current situation in the community.
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Attachment

(Tentative translation)
Guidelines for Countermeasures in the Case Where COVID-19 Infection of
Students, Teachers or Staff is Confirmed at the Schools (First Edition)

When a case of COVID-19 is confirmed among students, teachers or staff at a school,
in order for the school to be able to respond promptly in light of the situation of infection
in the area and the volume of work of the public health center, it is important for the
school and public health center to cooperate during normal times and to consent to an
initial response system in place in advance.

These Guidelines summarize the way of thinking in identifying close contacts, etc. in
a school and making decisions on temporary closure, especially under circumstances
where the area is designated subject to the declaration of a state of emergency. For the
schools and the establisher of school, please refer to these Guidelines so as to respond
according to the situation of infection in the area.

These Guidelines are envisaged to be helpful in areas where there are no existing
standards like the ones indicated in these Guidelines, or when the school establisher and
the public health center need to discuss the response again when someone at the school
tests positive for COVID-19, and if there are already similar standards in your area, you
may follow them.

In addition, for specific procedures for cooperation in identifying close contacts, etc.,
please refer to the “Cooperation to identify close contacts in infection spreading areas”

(notification dated June 17, 2021).

‘1. Responses when a case of COVID-19 is confirmed at a school\

When a case of COVID-19 is confirmed among students, teachers or staff at a school,
if the person testing positive is a student, the principal should take measures to ensure
that the student stays off school, whereas if the person testing positive is a teacher or staff
member, such person should take sick leave or work from home, and should not be made
to go to work by reason of an exemption from the obligation to fulfill their work duties.

In addition, the same measures should be taken if a student, teacher or staff member



is determined to be a close contact.

|2. Identifying close contacts, etc.\

When a case of COVID-19 is confirmed among students, teachers or staff, the public
health center usually conducts an interview to look into the movements of the person
testing positive and conducts an investigation to identify close contacts. However, with

regard to schools in areas subject to the declaration of a state of emergency or Priority

Preventative Measure, in order to identify close contacts and persons in their vicinity

subject to testing (hereinafter referred to as “close contacts, etc.”) based on certain

standards indicated by the relevant public health center, it may be necessary for the school

to cooperate in preparing a list of possible close contacts, etc. Schools, boards of

education, etc. should consult as much as possible with the public health management

department and other related organizations in advance about the system for cooperation

with the public health center.

<Possible close contacts, etc.>

The range of possible close contacts, etc. within schools is considered to be students,
teachers and staff who come under either of the following (1) or (2) during the contagious
period of the person testing positive (the period from 2 days before symptom onset (in
the case of asymptomatic people, 2 days before the sample collection date relating to the
positive result) up to the date meeting the criteria of discharge or cancellation of medical
treatment) up until the date when the person testing positive is hospitalized or starts

designated facility treatment or home treatment.

(1) Possible close contacts

- Any person who lives with the person testing positive (including those who live in the
same room as the person testing positive in a dormitory, etc.) or who was in close
contact for an extended period of time

- Any person who was taking care of the person testing positive without using proper

infection prevention measures



- Any person who is highly likely to have come into direct contact with the droplets
(sneezing, coughing, saliva, etc.) of the person testing positive (if a conversation took
place within 1 meter without either person wearing a mask, they may be close contacts
regardless of the length of time of the conversation.)

- Any person who has been in contact with the person testing positive for 15 minutes
or more (for example, those who have been talking to the person testing positive)
within arm’s length (1 meter as a guide) without necessary infection prevention

measures (*).)
* For necessary infection prevention measures, check not only whether the person
was wearing a mask, but also whether the person was wearing the mask in an

inappropriate manner such as wearing the mask exposing the nose or on the chin.

(2) Possible people subject to testing in the vicinity of a close contact

- Any person who has been physically close to the person testing positive or who has
had a high frequency of contact even if they were physically far away (students in

the same class as the person testing positive)

- Any person who participated jointly in activities where they spoke or sang loudly, or

engaged in exercise causing heavy exhalation (students engaging in the same club

activities as the person testing positive)

- Any person who in their everyday life shares a place such as an eating area or

bathroom with the person testing positive (students living in the same dormitory as

the person testing positive)

- Otherwise, any person who came into contact with the person testing positive in an

environment where infection control was inadequate, etc.

* If it 1s difficult to promptly identify the possible persons in (1) and (2) above in a
school, even if only one person tests positive, in principle, depending on the situation
of infection, it is possible for all of the people in the class to which the person testing

positive belongs to be subject to testing.



|3. Measures for students to stay off school and decisions on temporary closure‘

In the event of there being the person testing positive at a school, the need to
temporarily close the school in whole or in part will usually be decided by the school’s
establisher based on an investigation by the public health center and the advice of the

school doctor. However, it is appropriate for the school’s establisher to consider in

advance the scope and conditions for temporary closure and make them public in the areas

subject to the declaration of a state of emergency or Priority Preventative Measures when

there is a high likelihood that the infection has spread within the school.

<Examples of the scope and conditions of temporary closure>

If there is a possibility that the infection has spread in the school, such as when a
person tests positive and was not infected at home, the school should make the person
testing positive stay off school, and consult the school doctor, etc. to consider temporary
closure as follows.

First, the school may need to be temporarily closed for the period until close contacts
are identified, their test results are ascertained, and the grasp of the whole picture of the
infection is obtained and then cleaning and disinfecting the school facilities are completed
(in general, a few days to a week in total). It should be noted that the period from exposure
to the onset of symptoms is often 5 days but can be as long as 14 days, and when the
infection becomes apparent, the spread of the infection may expand still further even if a
temporary closure is implemented.

In addition, if through grasping the whole picture, it emerges that there is a possibility
that the infection has spread, for the establisher such as the board of education, etc. please
consider temporarily closing a particular class or grade, or the entire school as the next

necessary measure.

[Class closure]
- If any of the following situations applies and there is a high likelihood that the
infection has spread within the class, the class should be closed.
(1) When it is confirmed that multiple students in the same class have tested

positive



(2) If only one person has tested positive, but there are multiple people who have
undiagnosed symptoms such as a cold
(3) When one person has tested positive and there are multiple close contacts

(4) Otherwise, if the establisher deems it to be necessary

(* However, the onset of symptoms of those who have not come to the school for

2 weeks or more is excluded.)

- The period of the class closure should be determined with approximately 5 to 7
days, based on the situation of monitoring of the infection, the extent of the

infection spread, the impact on students and other factors.

[Grade closure]
- To implement the grade closure if there is a high possibility that the infection has

spread within the school grade, such as closing multiple classes in the same grade.

[Temporary closure of the entire school]
- To implement the temporary closure of the entire school if there is a high possibility
that the infection has spread within the school, such as closing multiple grades in

the school.
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