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[Our Proposal for the Regional Development of Muroto City]
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Muroto High School has been designated as a "glocal" high school, where students discover and explore local
issues facing Muroto City and research how to solve them from a global perspective. Muroto is the fifth least
populated city in Japan. It is a two-hour drive from the center of Kochi Prefecture, and is a typical city suffering
from urban decay due to the low birthrate and aging population. However, Muroto has one major feature: it is
home to the UNESCO Global Geopark.

It is often said that "Muroto has nothing to offer," but in fact, we believe that we can make Muroto an appealing
city that attracts a lot of people by valuing what we have and promoting it effectively. We are trying to find out
what we, as local high school students, can do to make the city more attractive. Among the various initiatives,
we will present how Muroto High School students have been involved in and contributed to the solution of local
issues through the UNESCO Global Geopark.

The main focus of the presentation will be the lessons learned through the re-examination of the Muroto
UNESCO Global Geopark and the exchange with Langkawi Island in Malaysia, which also has a geopark. As
a result of the cancellation and postponement of various activities due to the pandemic, there is still a lot to be

done, but I hope to share with you the progress we have made one step at a time through this presentation.
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« [t’ s really great to know that you no longer think there is nothing in Muroto,
but you came to realize that there are a lot to offer to people who live in other
places. And you have started to think about how to promote Muroto. I have been
to Muroto once, and I remember I was quite impressed with its nature and
landscape. 1 was also impressed you have actively expanded your network despite
the pandemic of COVID-19. Your slides and movies were also effective. Some of
you might want to work on the pronunciation of “see” and “sea” —they sound
the same as a “C” , but this is a minor problem. Keep up the good work!

* Your contributions to the Muroto geopark is great!
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