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— 2021 Global Education Meeting
— Ministerial Segment
unesco From recovery to accelerating SDG 4 progress
13 July 2021

Outcome document

We, ministers and delegates of Member States, representatives of United Nations’ agencies,
international and regional organizations, civil society organizations, youth and students, the
teaching profession, foundations and the private sector, met on 13 July 2021 at the Ministerial
Segment of the 2021 Global Education Meeting (GEM), organized by UNESCO and the SDG-
Education 2030 Steering Committee.

We recall the 2020 GEM Declaration, which invited UNESCO expeditiously to lead a consultation
process to develop a proposal for strengthening the SDG-Education 2030 Steering Committee to
steer and coordinate the Global Education Cooperation Mechanism (GCM) in line with the
Education 2030 Framework for Action and in the post-COVID-19 context.

We express our appreciation to the Working Group, co-chaired by UNESCO and Norway, which
developed the proposal and submitted it to this Ministerial Segment of the 2021 GEM following
extensive consultations with Member States and other education actors.

We recognize with appreciation the important contributions the current SDG-Education 2030
Steering Committee has made in providing strategic guidance and policy recommendations in
pursuit of SDG 4-Education 2030. In concluding its mandate, we count on its members’
continuing support and active participation.

Having examined the proposal by the Working Group titled ‘Forging a Purposeful and Effective
Global Education Cooperation’ set out in Annex 1, we:

a) Agree on the proposal by the Working Group for strengthening the GCM, including in their
entirety the objectives, functions and institutional arrangements;

b) Invite SDG 4-Education 2030 High-Level Steering Committee constituencies to nominate their
representatives, prior to its official establishment at the High-Level Segment of the 2021
GEM, and request UNESCO to facilitate this process;

c¢) Invite UNESCO to lead the further development of the proposal in collaboration with its
Member States and partners for strengthening the GCM, to be shared at the High-Level
Segment of the November 2021 GEM, and covering:

i.  Functions of the GCM (evidence-based policy, data, financing).

ii.  Operating arrangements for the High-Level Steering Committee — both Leadership
and Sherpa Groups — and its Inter-Agency Secretariat.

iii.  Strengthened linkages in the global-regional-country levels of coordination within the
GCM.

iv. The Multilateral Education Platform and the Global Education Forum, as embedded
parts of the GCM.

v.  Accountability framework covering SDG 4 progress on their own commitments by
Member States and contributions/support by international actors.

d) Reaffirm the seven SDG 4-Education 2030 monitoring indicators for benchmarking as well as
the regional processes to set minimum regional benchmarks and invite Member States to
submit national benchmarks on these indicators for UNESCO to compile and present at the
High-Level Segment of the Global Education Meeting in November 2021.




