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How Is It Possible to Promote Equity in Education?
Kaori SUETOMI (Nihon University)

The education system of Japan fails, because it excludes the minority group
such as girls, children and youth in poverty, students in rural area and ethnic mi-
norities. To say the least, it has widened inequality and boys, students in metro-
politan area and children who have rich and high educated parents have advan-
taged status in the education system of Japan.

The purpose of this article is to discuss how is it possible to promote equity in
education and how to narrow the educational gap between deprived children and
non-deprived group. The key idea is to share the importance of equity in educa-
tion among the actors in policy cycle in Japan.

Equity in education is defined to improve and narrow the gap of children and
learner’s well-being which includes education opportunity, educational attain-
ment as much as possible.

Firstly, the feature of recent education policy in Japan is described. Ministry of
Education emphasizes “individualized learning” through digital transformation of
compulsory education. “Individualized education” could have both possibility to
wide or narrow the gap, we should use effectively the big data of children and
youth to promote equity in education.

Secondly, the importance and definition of equity in education is indicated. In-
terestingly, the word and concept “equity” has disappeared from the newest re-
port of the Central Education Council, Ministry of Education and replaced the
phrase “never leave children and learners” which disregard the gap between de-
prived and non-deprived groups. The reason is the actors could not share the
idea of equity in education, unfortunately. To share the importance and definition
of equity is the most essential factor to narrow the educational gap and improve
well-being.

Finally, the effective policy cycle model, “Evidence Informed Policy and Prac-

tice” in education has showed to promote equity in education in Japan.
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