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Consideration on the “Futures of Education”

Dr. Aoyagi Masanori
Member of the International Commission for the “Futures of Education”
Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo

Former Commissioner of the Agency for Cultural Affairs of Japan

First let me start with an apology. I am very sorry that I find myself unable to attend the first
meeting of the Commission. Below is a summary of the four points that I intended to introduce for
discussion on the day: (1) Where is the world heading? (2) What should we become in the future?
(3) What should the future schools and teachers become? and (4) What can UNESCO do? I hope that

these points will be reflected in the discussions.

(1) Where is the world heading?

Rapid technological innovations such as Al and globalization make our lives a lot more convenient,
but at the same time, they have the effect of homogenizing the world and, by exposing the gap between
the “haves” and have-nots”, we run the risk of losing the local culture and camaraderie which support
our raison d’étre. The rise of liberalism and nationalism in the context of such losses can create
isolation and conflict and may result in social division. The question of how to perceive one’s self and
society and how to establish an ethic that overcomes the tough battle for existence in the real world is

now more important than ever.

Moreover, as advanced science and technology develop even further, things may split off into
specialties, and science and technology may become isolated appearing to tower far above the rest
making us lose sight of optimization of the whole. A more holistic approach must be pursued in

academic and educational curricula.

On the other hand, this naturally does not mean that innovation is full of negative aspects.
Significant digital transformation is expected to progress rapidly around the world in both developed
and developing countries. In such an age, there is greater opportunity for each and every individual to
enjoy the benefits of services, such as education, regardless of the region they live in, without the need

to build a grand social infrastructure.



In addition, if communication becomes possible through cyberspace, local issues will be connected
through global means, and global issues may be caused by local factors, creating a society where there

is little distance between the local and the global. It is also an opportunity to create transnational bonds.

(2) What should we become in the future?

From now on, we must become self-building and carve out our own lives within this complex and
conflicting real world that we live in. For this purpose, it is necessary for each individual to have real-
world experience of independently and proactively discussing and deeply thinking about these issues
for which there is no absolute solution, and to strive to make improvements through trial and error.
These experiences will encourage people not to be intimidated by what they do not know or for which
there is no answer, and will lead to the ability to enjoy new things and chance meetings with people,

and to be able to endure ambiguous situations.

Also, in a society where the local and the global are closely-knit, there is a need to achieve a balance
between being a “global citizen” and a “local citizen”. This will lead to the elimination of the division

of individuals in society and the development of a sense of solidarity.

In addition, globalization should naturally enhance the local culture of each country and lead to a
more mature society. It is essential to ensure that culture, which has the potential to create new
economic value, connects to employment and that young people push to lead local revitalization and

international cooperation as the drivers of traditional culture and technology.

(3) What should the future schools and teachers become?

In order to ensure self-building, it is important to create the desire to learn. To do so, there is a need
to connect education to learning, and to reconstruct the role of the schools and teachers from the

perspective of the learners.

First, basic education and literacy have to be redefined in light of the demands of the new era.
Socioemotional abilities, not just the 3Rs, will be increasingly emphasized as fundamental skills that
will open the way to the future. Only in a school where people of various interests gather, will people
be able to experience the process of cooperating with people with different ideas and forming a

community as well as the process of deepening understanding of others through shared experiences.

In addition, school is a place for children to grow as a local citizen together with the community,



and a place to connect with the world as a global citizen. It is important to create and revive each

person’s raison d’étre in the context of both the community and the world.

(4) What can UNESCO do?

As a specialized agency that promotes international collaboration in a wide range of fields
including education, science, culture, and information and communication, UNESCO is an
organization which, since its inception, has been leveraging use of its knowledge accumulated through
historical discussions and stimulates intellectual discussions on new issues. In other words, it is the
only place where it is possible to generate creative dialogue and collaboration that transcend space,

time, and background.

At such time, it is important not only to discuss new initiatives, but also to reflect on past proposals,
such as the Delors Report and Faure Report, and to ensure their continuity in this day and age. It is
also crucial not only to have slogans, but to also enhance the quality of the activities by linking the

concrete efforts of member states through trusted statistics and reports.

In the future, it will be particularly effective to provide young people, the creators of the future,
with experiences that will allow them to connect through common activities as well as opportunities

to think together. Specifically, I would like to propose the following projects:
- To create a forum for senior high school students to discuss the “Futures of Education”.

- To provide a forum for young researchers to discuss measures aimed at securing access to Al

technology for vulnerable groups such as children with disabilities.

- To utilize the UNESCO Associated Schools Network in order to conduct cross-border collaborative

exploration activities.

- To provide a cross-border common artistic experience by forming a UNESCO orchestra.

Finally, with regard to the SDGs, which are issues to be addressed by 2030, the original goals will
not be achieved if each of the 17 goals is considered as an individual part. This being the case, I would
like to strongly promote a holistic approach to developing the creators of a sustainable future based on
UNESCO-led education, including the initiatives for ESD for 2030.



