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Open
Agenda-Setting
for Responsible
Research

In brief

e Science, technology and innovation (STI) should
increasingly contribute to solving societal
problems.

e  Orienting STI towards societal needs is
necessary.

e  Research programmes can therefore benefit
greatly from open, participatory agenda-setting in
which citizens, experts, policy-makers and other
stakeholders co-create objectives.

What is it about?

The Instltute for Technology Assessment has been

experimenting with open agenda-setting for research
programmes in Austria and at EU level for the last ten years.
The standardised CIVISTI method (see dossier 8) has been
applied and adapted to a regional, national and international
level. Because of the anticipatory, inclusive and discursive
nature of the method, results are characterised by high social
compatibility, robustness and sustainability.

bl . .

The latest application and adaptation in the CIMULACT
project, led by the Danish Board of Technology involved more
than 4500 citizens, experts, decision-makers and other
stakeholders in an intensive participatory process across
Europe. The aim: to better link EU-funded research and
societal needs. The participants of numerous workshops in
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