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3ply to Atth of:

National Aeronautics and

Space Administration

Headquarters
Washington, DC 20546-0001

v DEC - 3 1999

Mr. Shinichiro Ohta

Director-General ,
Machine and Information Industries Bureau
Ministry of International Trade and Tndusiry
1-3-1 Kasumigaseki ‘
_Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901

Japan

.Dear Mr. Ohta:

I am pleased to inform you that the Terra launch has now been scheduled for December 16,1999. 1

would also like to take this opportunity; on behalf of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, 1o invite you to attend the launch of the Terra spacecraft. Terra will be launched on
an Atlas-I[AS expendable launch vehicle from the Vandenberg Air Force Basc, Space Launch
Complex-3 East, in Lompoc, California.

Terra (formerly EOS AM-1) is the {lagship of NASA’s Earth Observing System, a series of
spacecraft that represent the next Jandmark steps in NASA's continuing efforts to observe the Earth
from the unique vantage point of space. Focused on key mcasurements identified by a conscnsus of
U.S. and international scientists, Terra will enable new research into the ways that Earth's lands,
oceans, air, ice, and life function as a total environmental system.

If you plan to attend the launch please provide your full name, affiliation, date of birth and passport
number and for each member of your party to devon.carroll@hq.nasa.gov as soon as possible.
Because interest in the Terra launch is expected to be great, it is advisable for you to arrange airline
and hotel accommodations as soon as possible.

1 hope you will be able 10 join me for this historic event.

Sincerely,

A

Ghassem R. Asrar
Associate Administrator for
Earth Science
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