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THIRD UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE
ON THE EXPLORATION AND PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE

BRIEFING FOR THE SPACE ACTIVITIES COMMISSION
Wednesday, 19 May 1999

Summary

I. INTRODUCTION

II. ~ WHAT IS UNISPACE III
A. General Assembly resolution 52/56: agreement to convene UNISPACE III
. * Venue, Date and Theme: “Space Benefits for Humanity in the Twenty-First
Century”
B. Unique aspects of the organization of UNISPACE III
1. Financial implications
2. Participants ‘

III. BACKGROUND OF UNISPACE III
»  Rapid advancements in space science and technology
» Involvement of increasing number of industries
«  End of the Cold War: changes to the geopolitical context of space activities
»  Increasing awareness of the importance of protecting the global environment

IV. OBIJECTIVES
A. Primary Objectives
+  To promote effective use of space technology to assist in solving problems of regional
and global significance
- « To strengthen the capabilities particularly of developing countries to use space
‘ science and technology for economic, social and cultural development
B. Other Objectives concern:
»  Use of space applications to promote sustainable development
»  Education, training and technical assistance in space science and technology
» Increase in public awareness of the benefits of space activities
»  Strengthening the international cooperation in the development and use of space
‘technology and applications

V. PREPARATORY BODIES

A, Preparatory Committee = Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
B.  Advisory Committee = Committee’s Scientific and Technical Subcommittee
C.  Executive Secretariat = United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs |
D. Regional Preparatory Conferences: {
" 1. Asiaand the Pacific ... 18-22 May 1998, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
2. Latin America and the Caribbean ..... 12-16 October 1998, Concepcidn, Chile
3. Africa and the western Asia ............. 26-30 October 1998, Rabat, Morocco
4. Eastern Europe ... 25-29 January 1999, Bucharest, Romania
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IX.

XI.

PROVISIONAL AGENDA
Substantive agenda items:
1. Status of scientific knowledge of Earth and its environment
2. Status and applications of space science and technology
a. Environment and natural resources and remote sensing
b. Navigation, positioning and location systems
c. Review of space communications and applications
Benefits of basic space science and capacity building
Information needs and the global approach
Economic and societal benefits
Promotion of international cooperation
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TECHNICAL FORUM ACTIVITIES

A.  Workshops, seminars, forums: 40 activities on various topics related to the agenda items
»  organized by space agencies, space-related international organizations and industry
»  Space Agency and Industry Heads Panels

Space Exhibition: coordinated by the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics
Space Generation Forum

*  Opportunities for young professionals and students to express their visions for space
Presentations by Member States

Presentations by industry and non-governmental organizations

Procedure to integrate the results of the Technical Forum activities into the work of
UNISPACE III ‘

o w

mmg

CURRENT STATUS OF THE PREPARATIONS: PREPARATORY AND ADVISORY
COMMITTEES
A. 1999 Session of the Advisory Committee: 22-26 February
1. Draft Report s
« including Vienna Declaration and Executive Summary
2. Organizational matters
a. Composition of the General Committee and the establishment of a Drafting
Group
b.  Schedule of work: allocation of agenda items, conference calendar
c. Participation of international organizations, national organizations and industry
B. 1999 Session of the Legal Subcommittee: 1-5 March
C. 1999 Session of the Preparatory Committee: 14-16 July
D. Pre-Conference Consultations: 18 July

PREPARATIONS BY THE SECRETARIAT

A. Pre-Conference documentation

«  Provisional rules of procedure (A/CONF.184/2)
«  Provisional agenda (A/CONF.184/1 to be issued)
Final Programme of UNISPACE III

Logistical arrangements

Promotional activities
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PARTICIPATION BY INDUSTRY AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
Participation in the workshops, seminars, forums and panels of the Technical Forum
Participation in the space exhibition

Presentations during the Conference

Post-Conference activities: implementation of the Action Plan
*  Highlights of the draft recommendations of UNISPACE III
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CONCLUSION
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