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Peply 1o Amn of:

(A1)

Natlonal Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Headquarters
Washingten, DC 20546-0001

MAR 1 [ 1999
I'Y'

. Mz RyoImoto

Director, Office of Space Industry
Machinery and Information ludustrles Bureau
Ministry of International Trade and Incustry
1-3-1 Kasumigaseki - i

- Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
Japah ’ [

Dear Mr. Imoto:

As part of NASA’s internal mission planning for the launch of Terra, formally known ag
the Earth Observation System (EOS) AM-1 mission, NASA tecently convened a Flight
Planning Board meeting to review and confirm the proposed launch date for Terra, Asa
result of this meeting, I am pleased 1o inform Yyou that NASA has established a planncd
launch date for the Terra spacecraft of July 28, 1999. This new launch date will be made
public shortly. As currently enviseped, the Terra spacceraft will be launched on an Atlas-
IIAS expendable launch vehicle from Space Launch Complex-3 East at the Vandenberg

- Air Force Base in Lompoc, California. Although July 28, 1999, has now been

established as the planned launch date for this missfon, the spacecraft and launch teams
bave committed to continue to work toward a potential earlier Iaunch on July 15, 1999.

As with any missjon of this type, a variety of factors could impact the planned launch
date. Therefore, as we continue fina] Jaunch preparations, I will plan to keep you fully
informed of any potential schedules changes through the normal mission management
process or through NASA’s Representative in Tokyo.

NASA greatly appreciates the strong support of yaur Ministry in the development of the
Advanced Spacebome Thermal Emission and Reflection Radiometer (ASTER)
instrument. Continusation of this support for the ASTER Team st Valley Forge,




v

the launch site and the control center is critical to the success of Terra. With Terra’s
successful launch later this year, I look forward 1o seelng the exciting high-resolution
images ASTER will provide to the global change research community.

Smwely, _

Associate Administrator for
Earth Sclence
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