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(press release)

Joint Statement on the conclusion of
U.S. - Japan Scientists Meeting
on Astronomical Search for Origins of the Universe and Mars Exploration

Jan. 29, 1997

The Space Activities Commission (SAC) of Japan and the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) of the United States today concluded in Tokyo a two-day meeting on the
astronomical search for origins of the universe, galaxies, stars, and planets as well as on Mars
exploration. This meeting was the result of mutual interest expressed last year by NASA
Administrator Daniel Goldin and Mr. Hidenao Nakagawa (then Minister-of-State for Science and
Technology and the Chairman of SAC) in the possibility of cooperation on the Origins program
and Mars exploration.

Dr. Atsuhiro Nishida, Director-General of Japan’s Institute for Space and Astronautical Science
(ISAS), and Dr. Wesley Huntress, Associate Administrator for Space Science of NASA, co-
chaired the meeting. Participating at the meeting were approximately 20 expert scientists from
each country. (See Annex 1 for a list of participants.)

The first day of discussions focused on the activities — present and planned — of the Origins
program while the second day focused on Mars exploration. Presentations given by both
delegations were followed by discussions on possible areas for cooperation. Each side noted that
cooperation between the United States and Japan in the field of space science has been proceeding
steadily and smoothly. Each side also affirmed that international cooperation, including that
between the United States and Japan, is becoming increasingly important — especially given
common scientific interests, the diverse resources needed for large-scale space exploration
activities, and increasing budget constraints.

Both delegations recognized that this meeting provided an important opportunity for each
country’s experts to describe their activities face-to-face in order that both sides might gain a
comprehensive understanding of each other’s research in these areas as well as to promote future

cooperation between the two countries.




Areas of activity in which scientists from both countries share common interests are:

1. The astronomical search for origins of the universe, galaxies, stars and planets using space-
based infrared observatories such as Astro-F, the Infrared Irnagir{g Surveyor (Japan), and
SIRTF, the Space Infrared Telescope Facility (U.S.), as well as ground- and aircraft-based
infrared observatories such as Keck (U.S.), Subaru (Japan), and SOFIA, the Stratospheric
Observatory for Infrared Astronomy (U.S. and Germany).

2. The study of meteorites, particularly from the large Antarctic collection, that originated on

Mars or are otherwise of exobiologic interest.

3. The exploration of asteroids and comets including the MUSES-C asteroid sample return
mission (Japan) and future U.S. plans for comet landers and sample return.

4. The exploration of Mars beginning with Planet-B (Japan) and the Mars Surveyor orbiter and
lander (U.S.) missions scheduled for launch in 1998. Specific areas of scientific interest

include:
® Understanding the climate and evolution of the Martian atmosphere;
® The search for water and organic material on Mars;
® Investigation of the Martian subsurface environment;
® Studies of the Martian interior with surface penetrators; and
® Sample return and analysis.

Both sides will proceed to develop these mutual interests into specific collaborations in the future.
In addition, both delegations agreed to continue to seek to identify areas for further cooperation

and to maintain close contact in the future.

Annex (4B
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