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AGREEMENT ON THE RESCUE OF ASTRONAUTS, 'THE RETURN
OF ASTRONAUTS AND THE RETURN OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED
INTO OUTER SPACE '
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THE CONTRACTI}G PARTIES,

¥OTING the great importance of the Treatr on Principles
Governing the Activities of States ‘in the Exploration
end Use of Outer Space, ircludirg the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies, which calls for the rendering of all
possible assistance to astronauts in the event of ,
accident, distress or emergency lcmdlng, the prompt and

safe return of astronauts, and the return of objects &%

launched into outer space,

DESIRING to develop and give further concrete expres—
siocn to these duties, :

#ISHING-to promote intermnational co-operation in the
- perceful exploration and use of outer space,

PRCMPTED by semtiments of humanity,
HiVE AGREED on the following:

zch Cortrdctlng Party which recolves information or

v'dlccovers that the pcrsonnel of a spacecralt have

suffered accident or: are experiencing conditions of
~distress or have made an emergency or unintended landing

" in territory under its jurisdiction or on the high seas

or in any other place not under: the Jurlsdlctlon of any

Stete shall immediately:

a. Notify the launching authority or, if it cannot iden-
tify and immediately communicate with the launching
‘authorlty, immediately make a public announcement by
&ll appropriate means of communlcatlon at its
dloposal

b. Notify the Secretary- Gencral of the United Nations,
who should disseminate the information without delay

by all appropriaie means of. communlcatlon at his
dlsposal : :
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Article 2

lar:ding,
render them all necessary assistarce.
their progress.

operations,

conduct of search and rescue operations.

Article 3

to assure their speedy rescue.

their progress.

Article 4

sertatives of the launching authority.

Lo : —116 —

If, owing to accident, distress, emergency or unintended
the personnel of az spacecraft-land in territory
under the jurisdiction of a Corntracting Party, it shall
imnediately take all possible steps to rescue them and

It shz1l irform
the launching authority ard also the Secretary-General

of the United Nations of the steps it is takirg and of
If assistanc: by the launching authority
would help to effect a prompt rescue or would cortribute
substantially to the effectiveness of search and rescue
the launching authority shall co-operate

with the Contracting Party with a view to the effective
Such operationséy
shall be subject to the direction and control of the. -
Cortracting Party, which shall act in close and con-=
tiruing consultation with the launching suthority.

\ If information is received or it is discovered that the
‘ personnel of a spacecraft have alighted on the high
,88es or in any other place not under the jurisdiction
of any State, those Contracting Parties which are in a
position to do so shall, if necessary, extend assist-
ance in search and rescue operations for such personnel
. They shall inform the
launching authority and the Secretary-General of the
United Nations of the steps they are taking and of

If, owing to accident, distress, emergency or uninten-
ded landing, the personnel of a spacecraft land. in
territory under the juridiction of a Contracting
Party or have been found on the high seas or in any
other place not under the jurisdiction of any State,
they shall be safely and, promptly returned to repre-
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practicable to recover the object or compornent parts.

01 ropresantatives of the launching authority,

Article 5

Each Contractirg Partv which receives irformation or
discovers that a space object or its component parts -
has returned to Earth inr territorv under its jorisdic-
tion or on the high seas or in any other place not
under the Jurlsdlctlon of any State, shall rotify the
launching authority and tha Sccretarv General of the
United WLatiouns.

Fach Contracting Party having jurisdiction over the
territory on which a space iject or its component -
parts has been discovered shall, upor the request of
the launching authority and with assistance from that
authority if requested take such steps as it finds

Upon request of the launchlng authurlty, objects
launched into outer space or their component parts
found beyoand the territorial limits of the launching
2uthority shall be returned to or held 2t the disposal
which
zhall, upon reguest, furnish identifying data prior.to
their return. '

Mo ,1thstand1ng oeragrabhs 2 and 3 of this article, a

Cbpt acting Party which has reason to bhelieve that =
sp ce cbject or its oomponent parts discovered in

toreitory under its jurisdiction, or recovered by. it e
elsevhere, is . of 2 hazardous or deleterious nature £
may so notify the launching authority, which shall
immediately take effective steps, under the direction

and contrcl of the said Fontractlrg Partv, to eliminate

"~ possible danger of harm. Cod

Expen8cs incurred in fulfilling obli?atiops‘to recover

and return‘a space object or its component parts under

paragraphs 2 and 3 of this artlcle shall be borne by
the launchlng authorlty. :
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AN

.~ its acceptance of the rights ar® obligations provided

~ to this Agreement and to the' Treaty on Prirciples

© Governing the Activities of States in the Exploratioh
Jand Use of Outer Space, including the loorn and QOther
Celestial Bodies.

“hereby designated the Depositary Governments.

. For States whose instruments of ratification or acce-

. The Depositary Governments.shall promptly inform all

Article 6

the purposes of this Agreement, the term "launch-
ing authority" shall refer to the State responsible

for launching, or, where an interratiornal intergovern-
mental organization is responsible for laurching, that
organizatior, provided that that organization declares

For

for in this Agreement and a majority of the States
members of that organization are Contracting. Partiaes

Article T .

This Agreement shall be open to all States for sig-

nature. Any State which does not sign this Agreement
before its entry into force in accordance with para-
graph 3 of this article may accede to it at any time.

This Agreement shall be subject to ratification by
signatory States. Instruments of ratification and ~
instruments of accession shall be deposited with the
Goverrments of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
the United Kingdom of Great Britalr and Northern
Ireland and the United States of America, which are

This Agreement shall enter into force upon the derosit
of instruments of ratification by five Governments '
including the Governments designated as Depositary
Governments under this Agreement. ‘

ssion are deposited subsequent to the entry into force
of this Agreement, it shall enter into force on the

date of the deposit of their instruments of ratification

or acﬁé%sion.

signatory, and acceding States of the date of each sig--
nature, the date of deposit of each instrument of
ratification of an accession to this Agreemernt, the
date of its entry into force and other notices.
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This Agreement shall be registered by the Depositary

Governments pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter of

the United Nations.

- Article é

Ary State Party to the Agreement may propose amerdments
0o this Agreement. . Amendments shall enter into force
for each State Party to the Agreement accepting the
amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of the
States Parties to the Agreement and thereafter for each
remaining State Pafty to the Agreement on the date of
acceptance by it.
i
Artlcle 9

Ary State Party to the Agreement may give notlce of its
withdrawal from the Agreement one year after its entrv

1

.into force by writter notification to the Depositary
" Governments. Such w1thdrawal shall take effect one

vear from the date of receipt of thls notification.

Artlcle lO

Wkl“ Agvpement of which +he Chirese, Epgllsh Frerch, -
fussian and Sparlgh texts are equally ‘authertic, shall

be deposited in the archives of the Depositary Govern-— ¥

ments. Duly certified copies of this Agreement shall
be transmitted by the Depositary Governments of the

,31gnatory and accedlng States

I WITNESS WHERECFE. the uxder51gned duly authorlzed,
have 31gned thls Agreement.
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