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Recognizing the common interest of all monkind in furthering the exploration and

use of outer space for peaceful purposes,
Recalling the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodics,

Taking into consideration that, notwithstanding the precautionary measures to be

taken by States and international intergovernmental organizations involved in the

launching of space objects, damage may on occasion be caused by such objects,

Recognizing the need to elaborate effective international rules and procedures

concerning liability for damage caused by space objects and to ensure, in particular,

the prompt payment under the terms of this Convention of a full and equitable measure

—

iof " compensation to victims of such damage,

Believing that the establishment of such rules and procedures will contribuic tu

~=/-the‘strengthening of international'co-operation in the field of the exploration and vuse

of outer space for peaceful purposes,

Have agreed on the following:

Article 1

For the purposes of this Convention:

(a) the term "damage" means loss of life, personal injury or other impairment of Leclth;

- or loss of or damage to property of States or of persons, natural or juridical, or

.- property of international intergovernmental organizations;
(b) ‘the term "launching" includes attempted launching; -
(c) the term "launching State” means:
" (1) a State which launches or procures the launching of a space object;
(2) a State from whose territory or facility a space objectiié launched;

(d) the term "space object® includes component parts of a space object as well as iis

launch wvehicle and. parts thereof,
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_ Article IT
A launching State shall be absolutely liable to pay compensation for damago caused
by its space object on the surface of the earth or to aircraft in flight.
' Article ITII
In the event of damage being caused clsewhere than on the surface of the ocarth to a
space;object of one launching State or.to persons or property.on board such a space
-object by a space object of anothér'launching State, the latter shall be liable only if
ﬁhe damage is due to its fault or the fault of persons for whom it is responsible.
Article IV -
1. In the event of damage being caused elsewhere than on the sﬁrface of the earth to
.. space object of one launching State or to persons or property on board such a space
object by a space object of another launching State, and of damage thereby being caused
; to a third State or to its natural or juridical persons; the first two States shall be
? jbintly and severally liable to inhe thifd State, to the extent indicated by the follow-
ing: :
(a) if the damage has been caused to the third State on-the surface of the carth
or to aircraft in flight, their liability to the third State shall be -
absolute;
(b) if the damage has been caused to a space object of the third State or to
persons or property on board that space object elsewhere than on the surface
of the earth, their liability to the third Stase shall be based on the fault
. o‘?. either of the first two States or on the fault of persons for whom ‘either
is rgsponsible. ' |
2. 1In all cases of joint and several liability referred-to in paragraph 1, the burden
of compensation for the damage shall be apportioned between the first two States in
accordance with the extent to which they were at fault; if the extent of the fault of
each of these States cannot be established, the burden of compensation shall be
_ apportioned equally between them.  Such apportionment shall be without prejudice to the
right of the third State to seek the entiré‘édmbensation due under this Convention from
any or all of the launching States which'are:jointly and severally liable.
| Article V | ‘
1. VWhenever two or more States jointly launch a space object, they shall be jointly

and severally liable for any damage caused.
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2.' A'lauﬁchinﬂ State which has paid compensation for damage shall have the right
to present a clain for 1ndemn1f1cablon to other participants in the JOlDu leaunching.
The participants in a JOlnt launching may conclude agrecnents regarding the
apportioning among themselves of the financial obligation in respect of which they
are jointly and sevefally liable. Such agreemants shall be without prejudice to
the right of a State sustalnlng damage to seek the entire compensation due under
this Convenulon from any or all of the launcnlng Staues which are jointly and
severally liable. ,
3. A State from whose territory or facility a space object is leaunched shall be
regarded as a participant in a joint launching.
Article VI
1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2, exoneration from absolute liability
shall be granted to the extent that a launching State establishes that the damage
has resulted either wholly or partially from gross negligence or from an act or
omission done with intent to cause damage on the part of a claimant State or of
natural or juridical persons it represents.
2. No exoneration whatever shall be granted in cases where the damage has
resulted from activities conducted by a launchihg State which are not in conformity
with international law including, in particular, the Charter of ‘the United Nations
and the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration
and Use of COuter Space, including the.Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.
‘ Article VII ‘

The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to damage caused by a
space object of a launching State to:
(a) nationals of that launching State;
(b) foreign natioralsduring such time as they are participating in the operation

of that.space object from the timé of'iﬁs launching or at any stage thereafter ‘

“until its descent, or during -such timé as tnhey are in the immediate vicinity :
of a planned'launchinngr recovery area as the result of .an invitation by that
"~ launching State. .-

Lrticle VIIT .

1. :A-State which suffers damage, or whose. natural or juridical persons suffer damage,

may- present to a launching State a claim for .compensationfor such damage.

‘2. - If the State of nationality has not presented.a claim, another State may, in

respect -of  damage sustained in its territory by any natural or juridical person,

present a claim to a launching State.



4/16,105/C. 2/10 .
paﬁe 4

3. If neither the State of nanlonallnj nor the State in whose uC rlvOLJ e damane
wvas SUSLalnCG has presenuea a clalm or notified its 11uenulon of preseniing a clalm,
aMOuhef suaue may, in reopeCL of damage austalned by 1us Dermancnu reglCLJbg, present
a claim 1o a launcnlng Soaue.
Article IX
A clalm for compenoaulon Lor damage shall be prééen@ed to a lcunching State through
dlblomaulc channels.‘ If a Scate'does not maintain diplomatic relations with the
Taunchlng te corcerned, it may *eqaeuc another State to presenn its claim to that
launchlnc State or otherwvise recrcseno 1uS interests undcr this Conveation. It may
also nresenb 1Ls claim through the Secreuary-General of the United Naulcng, nrov1dcd
. the claimant State and the launching State are both Members of the United Mations.
mruLCLe X ‘
1. A claln for conpensaulon for damagc may be p esenucd no a launchlng Stauc not
lauer uhan one year following the date of the occurrc‘ce of the damage or tie
1denu1f1catlon of the launchlng State which is llable. » )
2. Lf, howaver, a State does not know of the occurrence of the damege or has nct
been zble to identify the l&uncnlng State whlcn 15 llable, it may present a clai
within one year followlna “the date on which it 1earned of the acorcmcnuloncd facts;
however, chls perlod sball in no event exceed one year Iollowlng ‘the date on which ‘the
St aue coulc reasonably be expecued ‘to have learneo of the ;aCuQ uhrougn uhc cxercise
of due diligence. ' ' -
3. The time-limits spécifiéd in-ﬁéragraphs 1 and 2 shall apply even if the Full
.e:-:ten'b of the damage may not be knowni - TIn this event, however, the claimant State
- shall be entitlcd‘fc revise the claim and submit additional documentation after the
.expiration of such time-limits until one year after the full extent of the démage'is
knowm. n
Article XI
1. Presen tation of a claim to a launching State for comneﬁsablon for damave under
this ConVentlon shall not recquire the prior exhaustion of ‘any local remedies which may
be dvailable to & claifmant State or to natural or juridical persons it represents.
2. Nothing in this Convention shall prevent a State, or natural or juridical persons
it might'represent from pursuing a claim in the courts or administrative tribunals or
agcn01es of a launchlng State. A State shall not, however, be entitled to present a
claim under this Convention in respect of the same damage for which a claim is being

pursued in the courts or administrative tribunals or agencies of a launching State or

under another international agresment which is binding on the States concerned.
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Avticle ATT
“The"componsation which tho launching State shall be lichble %o pay for danage wader
this Convention shall be determinod in acesrdance with inbor mational law, and the

principles .of :justice and equity, in order to-provide such ;oparaLvan in respect of the

-danage as will.restore the person, natural or Jurldical, State or international. organi-

zation on whose behalf the claim is. presennod +o the condition vhich would hgvu cxisted

if thu damage had not-occurred.
Article XITI ™ -

Unless the clainent State and the State fronm vhich compensation is duc under this

Convention agree on apothor'form of conpensabtion, the compensation shall bo paid in tne
currency of “the ¢laimant State or, if that’ DLth 50 r»ouesis, in the currcncy of “the
State from vhich compensation is duc, i - :f - T |
LT Cidrtiele ! XTIV -
If no settlement of & elain is arrived at through diplonatic nogotiations as
provided for in Article IX, within one. yocar fron the date on which the claimant State
notifies thé launching State that it has subnittod the docurientation of its claim, the

parties concerned shall establish a Claln ‘Cormission at ‘he roequest of cither party.

A.J. ulcjp /{7 .
1. Tne Clalms Comn1531on gaall be composcd of thrco ucnb“ ona qopomnued by uqc
claxmant SCaUu, ono app01nted by ne luLn hing Suaup “and uho third ncnber, uhu Ch“l !
to be chOSVn by both partlos JOlnulJ . hﬂuﬂ party shall mgn its 0901ntrcnt Uluhln
two nontns of the I request for the establishnent of the Ul&lﬂS GODHlSSlOﬂ._. A
2. If no agreemcnn is reached on Eﬂb cholce of the Cualruhn within four mont hﬂ of the
requOSu Ior thu establlshnent of tlc Clumtu Co“rlg51on, OlunG paruy nay, roques + the
Se cretary~Goneral of tne Unlted Yatlons to u0901nt the Chalﬁran within a further period
of two months. .

. ‘ - Artlcle DA

i}" If one of uhe partles docs not make its app01nuncnt w1cn1n tno oblpUlatuJ.pOrlJu;
the Chairman shall, at the request of . tho oUhcr party, conSuib te a alﬂblc-ncnbyr Claims

COﬂdlSalon.” _ . ,
2. Any vacancy which maj arise in tlo Claims. COLnlSolOu for wnatOVAr reason uﬂdll bv
filled by the sane procedure adopted for the orlgln 1 appointment.

3. The Clains Commission shall determine its own proccdure.
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4. The Claims Commission shall determine the place or places where it shall sit
and all other administrative matters.
5. Except-in the case of decisions and awards by a cingle-member Cormission, all
decisions and awards of the Claims Commission shall be by majority vote.

’ Article XVII

No increase in the membership of the Claims Commission shall take place by reason

of two or more claimant States or launching States being joined in any one proceeding
before the Commission. The claimant States so'joined shall collectively appoint one
nember of the Commission in the same manner and subject to the same conditions as-
would be the case for a single claimant State. Vhen two or more launching States are
so joined, they shall collectively appoint one member of the Cormission in the same
vay. If the claimant States or the launching States do not make the appointment
within the stipulated period, the Chairman shali constitute a single-menber Commission.
‘ Article XVIIT |

The Claims Commission shall decide the merits of the claim for compensation and

determine the amount of compensation payable, if any.
‘ ’ ’ Article XIX

1. The Commission shall act in accordance with the provisions of Article XII.

2. The decision of the Commission shall be final and binding if the parties have
so agreed; otherwise the Commission shall render a final and recommendatory award,
vhich the parties shall consider in good faith. ' The Commission shall state the
reasons for its decision or award. | : ‘
3. The Commission shall give its decision or award as promptly as possible and no
later than one year from the date of its establishmeﬁt unless an extension of this
period is found necessary by the Commission.
L. The Commission shell make its decision or award public. It shall deliver a
certified copy of its decision or award to each of the parties and to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. o

- ' Article XX

The expenses'in regard to the Claims Commission shall be borne equally by the

parties, unless otherwise decided by the Commission.
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Article XXI

it tho damage caused by a space object presents a large-scale danper to human 1ife

o soriously interferes with the living conditions of the population or the functioning
of vital centres, the States Parties, and in particular the launching State, shall |
examine the possibility of rendering appropriate and rapid assistance to the State which
nas suffered the damage, when it so requests.. However, nothing in this Article shall
affect the rights or obligations of the States Parties under this Conventuion,

Article XXTT.

1. In this Convention, with the exception of Articles XXIV o X{VII, rcferences to

States shall be deemed to apply to any international intergovernmental organization
which conducts space activities if the organization declares its acccptance of the rights
and obligations provided for in this Convention and if a majority of the States members
of the organization are States Parties to this Convention and to the Troaty on Principles
Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.
2.  States members of any such organization which are States Parties to this Convention
shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that the organization makes a declaration .
in accordance with the preceding paragraph.
3. If an international intergovernmental organization is liable for damage by virtue.
of the provisions.of this Convention, that organization and those of its members which
are States Partics to this Convention shall be jointly and severally liable; provided,
however, that:
(a) any claim for compensation in respect of such damage shall be {irst presented
to the organization; and
(b) only where the organization has not paid, within a psrisd of cix months,

any sum-agreed or determined to be due as compensation for such damage, may

“the claimant State .invoke the liability of the members which are States !

Parties to this Convention for the payment of that sum. '
4.'.VAny claim, pursuant to the provisions of this Convention, for compensation in
respect of damzge caused to an'organization whiéh has made a declaration in accordance -
with paragraph 1 of this Article shall.Be presented by a State member of the organization

which is a State Party to this Convention.
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Artiolo XXITI

1. The provisions of this. Convention shall not affect other international agrcements

in force in so far as relations between the States parties to such agreements are

concerned. ‘
2. No provision of this Convention shall prevent States from concluding intornational

agreements reaffirming, supplementing or extending its provisions. .
/ Article XXIV-
1. This Convention shall be open to all States for signature. Any State which does

not sign this Convention before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of

this Article may accede to it at any time.

‘2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. Instruments

of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Governments of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America, which are hereby designated the Depositary
Governments.

3. ' This Convention shall enter into force on the deposit of the f£ifth instrument of
ratification. |
L. TFor States whose instruments of railflcatlon or accession are deposited subsequent
to the entry into force of this Conventlon, it shall enter into force on the date of
the deposit of their instruments of ratification or accession.

5. | The Depositary Governments shall. promptly inform all signatory and acceding States

of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of ratificatvion

notices.
6. This Convention shall be registered by the Depositary Governments pursuant to
Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. . A _ |
Article XXV _

Any State Party to this Convention may propose amendments to this Corvention.
Amendments shall enter into force for -each State Party to the Conventlon accepting Lne
amendments upon their acceptance by a majority of the States Parties to the Convention
and thereafter for each remaining State Party to the Convention on the date of |

acceptance by it.



United Nations General Assembly in order to consider, in the light of past application

- of the Convention, whether it requires rcvision. However, at any time after the
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Article XXVI

Ten years after the eniry into force of this Convention, the guestion of the

review of this Convention shall be included in the provisional agenda of the

Conventlon has been in force for five years, and at the request of one~third of the
States Parties to the Convention,‘and with the concurrence of the mejority of the
States Parties, a conference of the States Parties shall be convened to review
this Convention. ‘

| Article YXVII

Any State Paxrty to this Convention may give notice of its withdrawal from the

Convention one year after its entry into force by written notification to the
Depositary Governments. Such withdrawal shall teke effect one year from the date
of receiptv of this notification. ‘

Article XXVITI

This Convention, of which the English, Russian, French, Spanish aund Chincse

texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the Depositary
Governments. Duly certified copies of this Convention shall be transmitted by the
Depositary Governments to the Govermmenis of the signatory and acceding States,
IN WITNESS VHEREOF the undersigned, duly cuthorized, have signed this Convention.,
DONE in ...eveevev..., at the cities of London, Moscow and Washington, the

veeeeasersnseel@37 Of teviiieeeeesess One thousand nine hundred and ...cveevevses
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