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Words of Welcome

Dear Colleagues

It is our great pleasure to welcome you
to this 4th Annual Meeting of the Global
Research Council (GRC), hosted jointly
by the Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science (JSPS) and the National Research
Foundation (NRF) of South Africa. The
meeting is also supported by the Japan
Science and Technology Agency (JST) and
the Department of Science Technology
(DST) of South Africa.

This 4th GRC Annual Meeting, held in
Tokyo during 27-28 May, is expected to
be attended by representatives of more
than 60 research funding agencies as well
as a number of stakeholders in promoting
research. Their discussions will focus on two
themes: “Research Funding for Scientific
Breakthroughs and "Buildmg Research

including developing nations, have in
common,.

Two important side-events which are open
to the public, and that will add value and
complement the GRC discussions, are
also hosted on 26 May: (1) the “Global
Symposium on Scientific Breakthroughs”,
hosted by JSPS, and the (2) “Roundtable
on Building Education and Research
Capacity in Africa: How to Support Young
Researchers for Sustainable Development”,
organized by the NRF of South Africa and
United Nations University (UNU). We are
confident that these important events will
facilitate vigorous sharing and exchange of
views among research funding agencies and
'vari'ous -stakého!der‘s 'wh'lle'enh'ancin'g_.'public




organized by the NRF of South Africa and
the National Commission on Research,
Science and Technology (Namibia) (also
supported by JSPS and DFG), that brought
together many research funding agencies
from the African region. We thank the
hosts of those regional meetings for their
tremendous efforts, and intend to amplify
the spirit of inclusiveness these meetings
fostered in the convening of this meeting in
Tokyo to make the GRC a truly global forum.
As the hosts of this year's GRC Annual
Meeting, we extend our sincere appreciation
for your participation in this landmark
endeavor.

Lastly, it is our aim to reach a common
understanding and shared principles with
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As the hosts of the 4th GRC Annual Meeting,
JSPS and the NRF of South Africa extend
to you a warm welcome to this event. To
the speakers and moderators, we express
our wholehearted appreciation for your
cooperation and contribution. And to all of
the participants, it is our firm belief that your

cumulative experience and knowledge in
supporting research to be shared in this
meeting will endow it with a very high quality
of results.
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