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High-Tech Japan Running Out of Engineers

By MARTIN FACKLER
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SIGHN IH TO E-MAIL

DR SAVE THIS
TOEYD — Japan is running out of engineers. S PrINT
. ) [ REFRINTS
@ Enlargs This inage After years of fretting over coming =
. \ SHARE
W shortages, the country is actually
facing a dwindling number of young AT e e

d = i
Fyurni Hakanishi for The Hew ok Times
At Utsunomiya University, nortk of
Tokyo, graduate students in the
engineering department demonstrate
an optical system,

Multimedia

Number of all students

(SO OO, s st

400
Ll Graphic

Tappitg Talent Abroad

FO
pecple entering enginesring and NOTORIOUS
in theaters 09

techneology-related fields.

Universities call it “rikei banare,” or “flight from science.”
The decline is growing so drastic that industry has begun
advertising campaigns intended to make engineering lock
sexy and cool, and companies are slowly starting to import
toreign workers, or sending jobs to where the enginears

are, in Vietnam and India.

It was enginsering prowaess that lifted this nation from
postwar defeat to economic superpower. But according to
educators, executives and young Japanese themselves, the
voung here are behaving meore like Americans: choosing
better-paying fields like finance and medicine, or more

purely creative careers, like the arts, rather than fellowing
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