What is a Knowledge Cluster ?

KnowLebae CLuster INmiaTive

In the Second Science and Technology Basic Plan established by a Cabinet Decision in March 2001, the creation of
Knowledge Clusters in regions was advocated.

A "Knowledge Cluster" is a local technological innovation system organized around universities and other public research
institutions which have unique R&D themes and potentialities. Business companies inside and outside the regions are also
expected to come into it.

More specifically, it is a system which successively drives technological innovation and creates new industries through
mutual stimulation between technological seeds in research institutions and practical needs in the real business world.
Human networks and joint research entities are also expected to be established in this process. Setting up these kinds of
knowledge bases, we will advantageously continue to develop technological innovation in the worldwide competition.

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), has launched the "Knowledge Cluster
Initiative" since 2002, with the aim of creating Knowledge Clusters and vitalizing reglonal economies.
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