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Address by Irina Bokova,
Director-General of UNESCO
on the occasion of the Opening of the UNESCO World Conference on

Education for Sustainable Development

Aichi-Nagoya, Japan, 10 November 2014

Their Imperial Highnesses the Crown Prince and Crown Princess

Her Royal Highness Princess Lalla Hasnaa of Morocco, President of the

Mohammed VI Foundation for the Protection of the Environment,

Excellency Mr Hakubun Shimomura, Minister of Education, Culture, Sports,

Science and Technology of Japan,
Honourable Mr Hideaki Ohmura, Governor of Aichi Prefecture,
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am honoured to be in Aichi-Nagoya today — this is the culmination of a journey,

and the beginning of a new one.
Let me thank the Government of Japan for organising the UNESCO World
Conference on Education for Sustainable Development, along with the City of

Nagoya and the Prefecture of Aichi.

| am deeply grateful to His Imperial Highness Crown Prince Naruhito for his

leadership and commitment.

| thank Her Royal Highness Princess Lalla Hasnaa for the honour of her presence

today.

187



| have just come from the city of Okayama, where the Minister and | jointly
inaugurated the ESD Youth Forum and witnessed the tremendous vitality of

participants from the world over.

And today we are in Nagoya -- | can hardly think of a better place for us to explore

education for sustainable development.

...a city with a history 2,000 years long.

...a city of rich culture and cutting edge industry.

Nagoya is often associated with the development of Waka poetry, and this reminds

of a poem by the Emperor Meiji:

It is our hope

That all the world’s oceans

Be joined in peace

So why do the winds and waves

Now rise up in angry rage?

| believe we have all come to Nagoya today with the same unity in the face of

adversity, sharing this same aspiration for solidarity against contrary winds.

The stakes are high.

Across the world today, new challenges are emerging that pay no heed to borders

or policy lines.

There are rising costs of natural disasters.

There is the deepening impact of climate change.

The planet is under pressure, we are reaching the limits of its boundaries.
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This is a call to action, and action has been the spirit guiding the United Nations
Decade on Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014), sponsored by
Japan and led by UNESCO.

The core message of the UN Decade is one that echoes the opening lines of the
UNESCO Constitution.

Building the foundations for lasting peace and sustainable development must start

in the minds of women and men.

And this must begin with education.

Education is the way to connect the dots between the social, economic and

environmental dimensions of sustainable development.

Sustainability requires changes in how we produce and consume.

Fundamentally, it requires new ways of seeing the world, new ways of thinking
about our responsibilities to each other and the planet, new ways of acting and

behaving as global citizens.

This is why education is the bedrock for sustainability, because it can shape the

new values, skills and knowledge we need for the century ahead.

We must build green economies — we also need green societies.

We must draft green legislation and regulations — we need also green citizens.

These ideas have deep roots in Japan, which sponsored and helped drive the UN

Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.

We have come to Nagoya to take stock of ten years of action.

The achievements are there for all to see.
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More and more Governments have integrated education strategies, tools and
targets into national sustainable development policies -- the mid-decade

Conference in Bonn, Germany gave fresh impetus and accelerated this movement.

Through the Eco Schools programme, more than 14 million students and 1.2 million
teachers in 58 countries are engaged in action-orientated learning for sustainable

development.

In Brazil, the Seeds of Spring initiative reached 12,700 students in the city of
Osasco in 2012, making them change agents in their lives, schools and

communities.

Across the world, 550 business schools have signed onto the Principles for

Responsible Management Education, developed by the UN Global Compact.

Morocco has placed education for sustainable development at the heart of learning,
and the development of greener schools -- | wish to recognize the personal
commitment and dynamism of Her Royal Highness Princess Lalla Hasnaa,
President of the Mohammed VI Foundation for the Protection of the Environment,

which is leading so many ground-breaking initiatives.

Mesdames et Messieurs,

L'éducation en vue du développement durable a acquis une reconnaissance

internationale.

Les Etats ont souligné son importance lors de la Conférence des Nations Unies sur

le développement durable, a Rio de Janeiro au Brésil en 2012.

Cette année, le Groupe de travail ouvert sur les objectifs de développement durable
a justement proposé que I'éducation en vue du développement durable soit intégré
dans l'objectif proposé pour I'éducation, a savoir « assurer une éducation et un
apprentissage de qualité, inclusifs et équitable tout au long de la vie» - en droite
ligne avec l'accord de Mascate, adoptée lors de la réunion de I'UNESCO sur

I'Education pour tous a Oman cette année.
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La Déclaration de Samoa, adoptée lors de la troisitme Conférence internationale
sur les Petits Etats insulaires en développement en Septembre 2014, réaffirme

aussi l'importance de I'éducation de qualité pour le développement durable.

Le tout premier Institut de 'UNESCO en Asie - I'Institut Mahatma Gandhi pour
'éducation a la paix et au développement durable, inauguré en 2012, travaille

précisément sur ces sujets.

Un mouvement est en marche, qui s’est amplifié durant toute la décennie des
Nations Unies, et nous devons accélérer le rythme, pour aider les gouvernements

en vue des échéances qui approchent en 2015 :

L’adoption d’un nouvel agenda mondial du développement durable aprés 2015...

La Conférence COP21 sur le climat qui se tiendra I'année prochaine a Paris, et
dont 'UNESCO est un partenaire actif. La Conférence de Lima le mois prochain va

dessiner le chemin vers COP 21.

La Conférence mondiale d’Aichi-Nagoya va nourrir le Forum mondial sur
I'éducation qui se tiendra a Incheon, en République de Corée, en 2015, et qui doit

étre un tremplin vers les politiques d’éducation du futur.

Voila l'enjeu du Programme mondial d'action pour ['éducation en vue du
1éme

développement durable : construire une éducation adaptée aux enjeux du 2

siécle, qui réponde aux besoins de la société civile.

C’est un projet fondamentalement humaniste, et pour réussir, nous devons compter
sur le soutien de tous les partenaires, gouvernements et secteur privé, et la
présence de tant de ministres, d'experts, de jeunes leaders, est un signe d’unité, un

signe d’encouragement et un appel a se mobiliser.

Je vous remercie pour votre attention.
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Address by His Imperial Highness The Crown Prince

at the UNESCO World Conference on Education
for Sustainable Development
Monday, November 10, 2014
Nagoya Congress Center

Mrs. Bokova,
Your Royal Highness Princess Lalla Hasnaa,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I am greatly pleased that the UNESCO World Conference on Education for
Sustainable Development is being held, together with so many participants
from nations all over the world.

On our Earth today, along with economic growth and increasing
populations, we are also witnessing the advancing change of climate, loss of
biodiversity, depletion of natural resources, increases in poverty, and other
problems. For our children and theirs, we have three important tasks:
protecting the Earth’s environment, which is the wellspring for ensuring
lives abundant with blessings, treasuring the Earth’s limited resources, and
achieving sustainable development. In order to accomplish this, we,
humankind, must do our utmost by pooling our knowledge and wisdom and
unifying our capabilities.

Under these circumstances, the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development was held in Rio de Janeiro in June 2012, 20 years after the
1992 Rio Summit. The 188 participating countries at the conference adopted
a declaration titled “The Future We Want”. It presents a challenge to each
and every one of us to decide what actions we should take to ensure the
sustainable future that we want.

In order to achieve sustainable development, each of us must recognize
that we exist relative to all the other people in the world, and to future
generations, as well as to our own natural environment. And we must
consider the various global problems with a deepened international
perspective. I feel certain that education is the basis for this.
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I believe that during these last ten years of the United Nations Decade of
Education for Sustainable Development, people around the world have been
engaged in the ESD in various ways. It is very significant that in this last
year of the Decade of the ESD, the UNESCO World Conference on the ESD
is being held in Nagoya here in Japan, which originally proposed the idea of
the Decade of the ESD.

In addition, I am told that, preceding this World Conference on the ESD,
high school students and other young people from around the world gathered
in the city of Okayama for earnest and lively discussions on the ESD. We
have the highest expectations that these and other young people will support
the future of the Earth as leaders for realizing sustainable societies.

Lastly, I would like to pay my profound respects to all of the organizers for
their efforts in holding this World Conference on the ESD. I wish to express
my sincere hope that active discussions on advancing the ESD will be held at
this conference, and that concrete efforts in the field of education will be
further advanced as a result for the building of sustainable societies in the
future.

Thank you very much.

194



EXRFETREE3E

FHotrTREZ R BRR D= > D#E (ESD) 1T 5
x2aftRaEBE@HR 2K A
YRk 2 64 1 1 H 108 (H)
4 0 B OEH OB & & %

Ao NEERE
T T e NATFTERLEET
T i 0 %

EWSL6ZL OME LR, Rz ozoo#Es (ESD) IZH
THAXRAMRESENME SN Z L 2IcEIT LBV E T,

Tz OETeHER BTk, BERE S ADENcEn, [ELE, EMEHEED
dade . BIHOMEE., BROIERENEAL THET, FERIChz-> T, EAEMN
IR T DT 0D L R DEBRE ATV | %WL@@D%%%%%k@K
T, FHR A RER I CTOREBEZZEMR L TV 72T, FA72H AHHIX, EmaefiE L.
NEEDLETIY A TONRITH iﬁ%iﬁb\kl@uf%i‘ﬁ“o

COLOBIRMOM, 199 2FDI A - HI v I H20F %K 72201 2
FeHIZ, BRUAT Vv A 2z, [EEFF RS SEE DM
S, A1 88EICLY, TFHxoRDDIKK LWnIHIUERGEINEL
oo A0 R b— AN— A0, BT bOEe Rt rle 2 AL RICHIT TED X 91297
BT 2R MbhTnET,

(Rt ATRE 7R BHFE ) DER D=0, BB — A — AR, R D A 2 0%F 3k
A, Fo, REEOBBEOT TAZTTWD Z 2R L., EERORHEE 2%
D, HER EORE A RIS WTEZXD Z ENMETT, HEIXZ D OO IR
L HHDTY,

[EHEESDMD1I 04 LT, 201 04FEM, MAKECTHLZRETESD
CHRVMENTEREIEERVWET, TORKFEICYZDIARE, BERAADZ
HAHHEBETESDICHET axAatRaS@EnEIng 2 ik, REEHRED
LTI,

Fo, AMRSEITESLH-> T, bz, HRAKENCEE S TmERAE
%%%QE#ESD@%L_%LTﬁML%u%ﬁmt&%wfk@i#o_9
Wo T BEFH T LN A RE bSO WT L LT, RROMIEKREZ X2 ThhoTKL
NoHE0EHFFL TWET,

bz, KRESFHEOBREIIEbT-2TOHF 2 DENILNLREERT
HeE LB \;@A% IBWT, ESDEHIET - ODIEReikim N ITh i,
LS. TORREERE 2. FE eSS oBRICmT., BHESEH TO BKM
BOE2N I ICEde = & 2 FEV, FAOBE L W2 L x4,

195



196



&¥ 24

Opening Address by Hakubun Shimomura,

Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan
For the UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable Development
November 10 (Mon) 2014
At Nagoya Congress Center

It 1s a great honor today to have an honorable attendance of Their
Imperial Highness the Crown Prince and Princess, and Her Royal Highness
Princess Lalla Hasnaa, and I am very pleased to see so many participants at
this UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable
Development. On behalf of the organizers as Minister of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan, I would like to welcome
you and thank you for coming to this very important event.

As you may know, the UN Decade of ESD had its origins at the 2002
Johannesburg Summit. At the Summit, then Japanese Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi proposed the idea of the ESD. A resolution for the
Decade of ESD was adopted at the 57" UN General Assembly. Since then,
Japan has been promoting ESD internationally through our support to
UNESCO. I am delighted to say that ESD is now taking root around the
world.

ESD is also being actively promoted in Japan. We have included the
concepts of ESD in the government’s Basic Plan for the Promotion of
Education and in MEXT’s curriculum guidelines for schools.

Moreover, in Japan, there are 807 UNESCO Associated Schools, the largest
number in the world. These schools are the focal points for various ESD
activities held at the local level.

We are now facing many global problems. In September this year, the UN
Climate Summit was held. At the summit, the political will of nations to
build new frameworks to fight climate change was confirmed. In other
words, strong momentum has been built around the world to overcome the
problem. In Japan, we are making many efforts to reflect our concern for
the global environment. One example is Japan’s world-leading commercial
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production of fuel-cell cars.
Within this context, I believe we must work to further promote ESD with
the spirit of making a fresh, new start.

In addition, for Japan, 2020 will be the year we host the Tokyo Olympics
and Paralympics. The Olympics will help shape the future direction Japan
will take. Indeed, I believe 2020 will be a big turning point for Japan. We
will show the greatest concern for the environment in staging these
Olympics. I want to encourage young people to have the confidence to take
positive action to solve global issues, beginning with environmental
problems. I believe that ESD will be a key perspective for this.

I can say with pride that Japan is one of the countries making the most
positive efforts for ESD. We want to continue to enhance and expand these
efforts in Japan, as well as contribute to the promotion of ESD throughout
the international community.

I would here like to announce a new initiative by Japan. We have proposed
to establish a new award, called the UNESCO/Japan ESD Award, to
commend outstanding efforts for ESD around the world and this has been
approved by the UNESCO Executive Board. We hope that this award will
motivate ESD practitioners worldwide to break new ground in ESD.

The preparations for this World Conference on ESD have been carried out
under close cooperation among UNESCO, Aichi Prefecture, and the cities
of Nagoya and Okayama. Various interesting cultural events have also been
planned. I am sure that your time during the conference period will be well
spent and worthwhile.

Lastly, I expect that this conference will be very fruitful. And I hope that
the results will be shared widely in the international community and further

advance ESD around the world.

Thank you.
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Opening Remarks

By the Governor of Aichi Prefecture

Her Royal Highness Princess Lalla Hasnaa of Morocco, Her Excellency Ms. Irina
Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO, ministers of UNESCO member states, and

all conference participants, welcome to Aichi-Nagoya.

In the presence of Their Imperial Highnesses the Crown Prince and
Crown Princess, it is a great honor to host the UNESCO World Conference on

Education for Sustainable Development here in Aichi-Nagoya.

In 2005, we held a World Exposition on the theme of “Nature’s Wisdom” in the
very year that the UN Decade of ESD started. For the first time in the history of
world expositions, it was themed on the environment, and sent out a message to the
rest of the world about how human beings should live in harmony with nature. In
2010, CBD-COP10 was held here in this same venue, and the “Aichi Biodiversity
Targets” were adopted as a global roadmap for preserving biodiversity from 2010 to

2020.

To pass on these accomplishments to the future and achieve a sustainable society,
we announced the invitation to this conference in 2011, and since then a great many

people have contributed to the preparations.

ESD is important not only for solving global issues, but also building local
communities, so the whole region is involved in ESD. In particular, we have focused

on nurturing the people who will shoulder the next generation by expanding
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UNESCO Associated Schools. These efforts in Aichi-Nagoya deserve much

attention.

Aichi-Nagoya has the largest accumulation of industries in Japan, especially in
the automotive and aerospace industries. The region also has a thriving agricultural
industry, and is the largest producer of flowers in Japan. Today, we greeted you all

with flowers grown here.

This area is also known as the birthplace of Nobunaga, Hideyoshi, and leyasu,
the three Samurai heroes who unified Japan in the 16th century, and has many
historic sites such as Nagoya Castle, National Treasure Inuyama Castle, as well as

traditional cultures such as dashi festival floats and karakuri mechanical puppets.

Introductions to the attractions of Aichi-Nagoya are on display in the Event Hall.
In addition, we have planned excursions so that you can enjoy the attractions for
yourselves. Also, a welcome reception will be held at this congress center this

evening. I hope you will enjoy our hospitality and your stay with us here.

To conclude, I would like to express my deep appreciation to all the
representatives from UNESCO and the Japanese government, who put so much time
and effort into preparing for this conference. In closing, I offer my sincere wishes

for the success of the conference and for the further progress of ESD in the future.

Thank you very much.
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Welcoming Address by Vice Minister Yamanaka
at the ASPnet Platform for Students Opening Ceremony

November S
Good afternoon, everyone. Welcome to Japan.

There are over 9,000 UNESCO Associated schools in some 180 countries
around the world. From among them, 32 countries that are especially
committed to ESD activities were invited to participate in this ASPnet
Platform for Students. And from among those countries, representatives
from schools making particularly keen efforts for ESD on a daily basis
were selected to come here today.

This conference is being held with a two-fold purpose. The first is for you
young counterparts of the same generation from around the world to gather
and participate together in various activities and then summarize and
synthesize the discoveries and results you have achieved through these
activities and discussions in a declaration. Second, we hope you will take
this declaration back to your respective schools, and by feeding back the
substance of the declaration to your classmates, you will be able to deepen
the ESD activities at your schools.

Before this conference, all of you went to one of seven regions in Japan,
from Hokkaido in the north to Fukuoka in the south, and had a chance to
deepen exchanges with Japanese high school students. These activities
were planned with the idea that ESD is not only discussion in the classroom
or meeting room but also gaining experience in actual fieldwork.

Four teams from each different countries visited a high school in
Fukushima Prefecture. As you all know, Fukushima Prefecture was one of
the areas that suffered unprecedented damage from the Great East Japan
Earthquake disaster three and a half years ago. What gave a ray of hope to
this disaster-stricken region that was enveloped in the darkness of despair
by the earthquake and tsunami disaster was the chorus of voices of support
and assistance from around the world. People throughout Japan not only
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were filled with a feeling of gratitude by the warm offers of support from
around the world but also felt a reaffirmation of their ties to the rest of the
world. One thing that I believe we can do to repay this debt of gratitude to
the world is to speak about our experiences dealing with the earthquake and
tsunami disaster in order to contribute to the raising of awareness of the
importance of disaster prevention. We would like to hear later about what
the team that visited Fukushima felt and learned from their visit.

I also believe that all of you who visited these regions around Japan were
able to feel the hospitality of the Japanese people — which we call
omotenashi — through the various welcoming events your hosts enjoyed
trying to make as interesting as possible for you. I hope they were valuable
opportunities for you to come into direct contact with the culture and spirit
of another country.

Through these and other activities, all of you have come to Okayama
having already experienced a great many ESD activities. I hope that all of
you will bring to this conference for the next two days the lessons you have
learned in your schools up to now as well as the new things you have
learned in Japan.

The declaration that you will make will be shared at the World Conference
on ESD in Nagoya as a declaration created by high school students. This
will be an ideal opportunity for Cabinet ministers, representatives from
private enterprises, and distinguished scholars and experts from around the
world and all involved in ESD to see the results of what you have learned. I
hope that you will create an innovative and fresh declaration guided by
your flexible thinking and from a perspective not seen by adults. I am
greatly looking forward to it.

Lastly, I would like to use this opportunity to express my heartfelt gratitude
to the city of Okayama, the OSAKA UNESCO ASPnet and all the other
organizers and participants who have made such efforts to organize and
hold this conference. Thank you all very much.
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Ladies and gentleman, I am Masao Omori, the Mayor of Okayama
City. I am truly grateful for holding this “UNESCO ASPnet
International ESD Meeting for Students and Teachers” to
celebrate the last year of the “UN Decade of ESD. I sincerely
welcome all participants.

Also I would like to express my deepest appreciation to the
UNESCO, the Japanese Government, Japanese National
Commission for UNESCO, and other organizations for their
efforts and supports.

I have heard the declaration of this meeting will be shared at the
Plenary session Aichi Nagoya. I hope this will be a fruitful
platform to deepen partnership among participants and also to
develop ESD activities in order to create a better tomorrow.

In this “Platform for Students ”, I want each of you to express
your opinion proudly and how you should carry the near future
and to take actions through this “Platform.”

In this occasion, I will introduce you a thirteen-year old girl’s a
word, “Do not only wait for your future, but also create it”. I
entirely agree with this message.

During the period of this meeting, welcome events will be held at
various places such as Okayama Kouraku Garden and Okayama
Castle.

We also have prepared 5 excursions after the meeting to show
around the suburbs. I hope you will make good memories of
Okayama.

Lastly, I hope for success of everyone here, and I believe this
meeting will be a significant milestone to promote ESD ASPnet
globally.

Thank you very much.
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Speech by Masaaki Akaike,
Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology of Japan
For the ASPnet Platform for Students

November 7 (Fri.)
At Hotel Granvia Okayama

Good morning, everyone. Welcome to Japan.

This ASPnet Platform for Students brings together 160 high school
students from 32 countries around the world. You may have different
nationalities and have grown up in different environments. However, all of
you are common in two points. First, you are high school students. In
addition, you think seriously about realizing a sustainable society and
taking action each in your own way.

I understand that yesterday each team gave a presentation and then there
was discussion on the topic of what is important for a sustainable society.
I suppose that some of you have realized that the problems close to you are
the same as those in faraway countries, and others have understood that the
actions you take as a matter of course may influence people’s lives in other
countries. You have a strong sense that problems close to you are
connected to the world, don’t you?

All countries of the world exist equally on this earth, while no country
can exist without connections to other countries. I expect you will learn
during this two-day forum that a sustainable society can be built only if the
nations and people of the world become aware of their connections and
cooperate with each other. I would like you to put what you have learned
into a written declaration in your own words.

After this conference, I will speak at the UNESCO ESD Youth
Conference attended by those who are slightly your senior at 18 to 35 years
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old. They are sharing their experiences and exchanging opinions on ESD.
Some of them began thinking in their teens about what a sustainable
society would be like and that led them to take action through trial and error
and eventually to taking a path to contribute to society through ESD. Some
of them get together with colleagues to set up their own NGOs and NPOs
dealing with ESD. Others are government policy makers involved in ESD
or journalists working on public awareness campaigns. All are active as
leaders of society.

I believe that your promising futures will differ. I urge you, however,
to continue to preserve, develop and put into practice the ESD spirit you
learned at UNESCO Associated Schools, no matter what activities you will
be engaged in. As one of the organizers, nothing would please me more
than if participation in this conference becomes a milestone for you when
thinking about your future path. Let’s learn and take action together so
that the future that you create will be a sustainable society.

I understand that this meeting was truly one “of high school students,
by high school students, and for high school students,” and that the running
of the meeting was all handled by high school students. Great work to all
of the Japanese high school students for your training and for repeated
rehearsals over more than a year up to today. Thank you very much.

Let me also express my gratitude to all those involved, including
teachers at the OSAKA UNESCO ASPnet and Okayama City who gave
support and direction over the long term to the high school students
running the meeting. Thank you very much.
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Address by Irina Bokova,
Director-General of UNESCO
on the occasion of the Remarks - UNESCO ASPnet
International ESD Events for Students and Teachers

Platform for Students

Okayama (Japan), 7 November 2014

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Teachers, Dear Students,

| am excited to be here with you today, on the eve of the
UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable

Development.

Let me thank the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology, the Japanese National Commission for
UNESCO and Okayama City, as well as local co-organizers in

Okayama and other Prefectures.
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| travel across the world to meet with heads of States and
government — but, on every mission, | always request to meet
also with girls and boys from a local school, part of the UNESCO

Associated Schools Network.

| do this, because ASP schools are key members of the UNESCO

family.

They are pulse takers, sensitive to the needs of communities and

societies.

They are also pace setters, embedding UNESCO priorities and

values in local settings.

| do this also, because meeting with young girls and boys is

sometimes the most exciting part of my job!

You all know the opening lines of the UNESCO Constitution —

Since wars begin the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that

the defences of peace must be constructed.

| remember one student, who told me she had rewritten these

lines:

Since wars begin in the minds of adults, it is in the minds of

children that the defences of peace must be constructed.
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This is the mission of the ASP network, whose 60" anniversary

we celebrated last year.

The network was launched in 1953 with 33 schools in 55

countries.
It represents today more than 10,000 schools in 181 countries.
For me, this Network embodies a new map of the world.

...a map that reaches beyond national boundaries and cultural

differences.

...a map that draws young girls and boys together, through

shared values and dreams, as citizens of the same world.
We need this new way of seeing the world today.
The planet is under pressure.

Every society is vulnerable to the impact of climate change, and

this impact is deepening, with the poorest hit hardest.

We need new ways of thinking about our responsibilities to each

other and the planet, new ways of acting as global citizens.

This must start as early as possible, on the benches of schools.
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Education is the strongest way to shape the new values, skills,
and behaviours we need to build a more sustainable future for all,

and a healthier planet.

This is the inspiration for the United Nations Decade on
Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014), sponsored
by Japan and led by UNESCO.

In Aichi-Nagoya, we will stock of its achievements at the
UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable
Development, and we will look forward, to a new, ambitious

agenda.

This World Conference matters — but let me be clear.

What each of you does matters more...

What each of your schools does matters more...

Everything we did during the United Nations Decade on
Education for Sustainable Development was designed to support

you.

This is why the projects and experience you have come to share

are so important.

You are 160 students and 40 teachers from 32 countries across

the globe, selected on the basis of your outstanding commitment
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to education for sustainable development and to represent your

country.
| thank each of you for your leadership and commitment.

Your achievements are already inspiring, and | urge you to

continue, to never relent.
Don’t wait for anyone else to lead — lead yourselves!

Make change happen — and | promise UNESCO will move

forward with you.

This will start with an ambitious Global Action Programme to be

agreed at the World Conference in Aichi-Nagoya.

We need to teach sustainability in every school — we must also
build greener schools, greener learning environments, woven into
local communities, to support positive change in both learning

and lifestyles.
In this respect, | wish to say a special word of thanks to teachers.

Teaching is more than a profession -- it is a vocation, one that is

essential to crafting the education we need for the 21 century.

The late Nelson Mandela used to say:
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Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to

change the world.

This is the spirit of all our work.

The world belongs to each of us — it is our responsibility to do

everything to protect and nurture it, today and tomorrow.

Thank you.
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Opening Speech by Masaaki Akaike,
Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology of Japan
For the UNESCO ESD Youth Conference

November 7 (Fri) 9:15 start

At Okayama International Center

Allow me to make a few remarks at the opening of the UNESCO ESD
Youth Conference.

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to Japan. Gathered here in Okayama
today are 49 young people from 47 countries around the world.

We recruited participants for this conference from around the world, and
5,038 young people from 180 countries applied. I think this means three
things. First, throughout the world many young people are tackling ESD
with the same aspirations. Second, you seek a venue to exchange
information on ESD activities. Third, young people around the world are
paying close attention to the UNESCO World Conference on ESD.

You are all representative young leaders working on aggressive
promotion of ESD in many fields in your countries. 1 understand that
during this conference you will draft a Youth Statement and announce it to
the world. I have high expectations for the statement you will draft as
ESD professionals in various fields.

I would also like you to take this valuable opportunity to deepen your
friendship with colleagues participating from countries around the world
who have similar ESD aspirations. 1 hear that self-introductions and
exchanges of opinion already started via online discussions even before the
conference. 1 hope exchanging opinions and sharing experiences among
colleagues from different geographical regions and specialties will lead to
ideas about future activities and to the building of a global network of
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young ESD practitioners.

You will also go on to participate in the UNESCO World Conference on
ESD in Nagoya city in Aichi Prefecture next week. 1 would like each of
you to be a public relations ambassador and convey to those at the World
Conference the achievements made here in Okayama. UNESCO clearly
considers young people to be important stakeholders, and I expect you to
serve as an important driving force for ESD at the World Conference and
afterwards.

In conclusion, let me take this opportunity to express my gratitude for all

those involved in the Goi Peace Foundation and the City of Okayama for
their efforts to make this conference a reality. Thank you very much.
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Address by Irina Bokova,
Director-General of UNESCO
on the Opening of the UNESCO ESD Youth Conference

Okayama (Japan), 7 November 2014

Excellency Mr Masaaki Akaike, Parliamentary Vice-Minister of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan,

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am deeply honoured to be with you today, to open the UNESCO
Education for Sustainable Development Youth Conference.

For this, | wish to thank the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology of Japan, the Japanese National
Commission for UNESCO, the City of Okayama and The Goi
Peace Foundation.

Most of all, | thank the Youth Delegates who are with us today.
| say ‘Youth Delegates,’ but | really mean Youth Leaders.

There are 50 of you, young women and men from some 50
countries across the world-- selected from a shortlist of 5000
young people from 180 countries.
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Each of you has been chosen because you stand out.
You stand out in leadership.

You stand out in commitment.

You stand out in vision.

This is a vision of a better world for all, where the human rights
and dignity of every woman and man are nurtured.

It is the vision of a planet whose boundaries are respected,
whose diversity is safeguarded, for the benefits of generations
today and tomorrow.

This vision has never been so important.
The planet is under pressure today.
The signs are clear in countries across the world.

We have no choice — we must change how we think about
progress, how we understand growth.

We must change how we produce and consume, how we live our
lives.

Political regulations and financial incentives are essential for
safeguarding the environment, for shaping a more sustainable
future.

But they are not enough.
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We need to craft new ways of seeing the world, new ways of
thinking about our responsibilities to each other and the planet,
new ways of acting and behaving as global citizens.

This is why education is essential, as the bedrock for
sustainability, to shape new values, skills and knowledge.

We need green economies — but we also need green societies.

This is the inspiration for the United Nations Decade on
Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014), sponsored
by Japan and led by UNESCO.

In Aichi-Nagoya, we will stock of the Decade’s achievements at
the UNESCO World Conference on Education for Sustainable
Development, and we will look forward, to a new, ambitious
agenda.

This is especially important today, at a time when Governments
are shaping a new global sustainable development agenda to
follow 2015.

Education for Sustainable Development must have a central
place in this agenda.

This is the core lesson of the UN Decade — education is the most
powerful force for sustainability.

Education is the way to connect the dots between the social, the
economic and the environmental dimensions of sustainable
development — the core message from Rio+20 in 2012.

You all know the expression —
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Think Global, Act Local.

Education is the best way to act at the local, national, regional
and global levels, and to weave these levels together.

This calls for education that is relevant to the needs of the 21°
century, that empowers leaners, that nurtures new forms of
global citizenship and solidarity.

These are the lessons of the UN Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development, and countries across the world have
started to integrate them into their education systems.

It is one of the aims of the UN Secretary-General’'s Global
Education First Initiative, which UNESCO is steering forward.

We need to build on this — we need to do more.
For this, we need your help.
We need your ideas and, especially, your leadership.

| see this in the list of Profiles prepared for this Forum,
highlighting your activities across the world, from Madagascar to
Argentina, from community learning centres to game platforms.

| see this in the commitments you have submitted to the Global
Action Programme that will be launched next week at the World
Conference.

| see this in the dynamism of the UNESCO Associated Schools —
a family of more than 10,000 schools in 181 countries that are
pioneers of sustainability.
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Let me say one thing.
Don’t wait for us.
Forge ahead.

Do everything to make change happen in your lives, in your
communities.

Lead the world, and | promise you, the world will follow!

And | pledge to you today, UNESCO will support you at every
step.

We will see you next week at the UNESCO World Conference on
Education for Sustainable Development, and we will build your
vision into the 9" UNESCO Youth Forum in 2015,

UNESCO will carry your message to every major event next year,
on the way to shaping a new global development agenda that is
just, sustainable and inclusive, and that respects the boundaries
of the planet.
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