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Continuous Expansion of Higher Education

Higher education policies and reforms since the 1950s and 1960s shaped by the
expansion of student enrolment.
Expansion continuous from 2000 to 2020 in economically advanced countries:

* Rate of doctoral awards: from
about 1-2% to 2-3%.

* Rate of master students: from more than
10% to more than 20%.

* Rate of bachelor students from 30-50% to
more than 50%.
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The Term ,Tertiary Education

Change of the definition of sectors:

®From “university education” in the 1960s and 1970s to “higher education”.

®Teaching and research-oriented universities vs. “short-cycle higher Education”,
“non-university higher education”, etc.

®|n the 1980s, “tertiary education” introduced by OECD, UNESCO and World Bank.

®Other tertiary education (ISCED 5b according to ISCED 1997, 5 according to
provisional ISCED 2011) — cognitively less demanding, more vocational and also in
most cases shorter programmes than bachelor programmes (ISCED 5a according to
1997 and ISCED 6 according to 2011).

Problems of the Term
“Tertiary Education”

" hsome countries, the term “tertiary education” (“third-level education, etc.) is
employed; in some countries, the term is not employed, but some educational
programmes are considered to be 1997 ISCED 5b (2011 ISCED 5); in some countries, no
ISCED 5b sector exists at all.

The borderline between “non-university higher education” and “other tertiary
education” is not always clear.

Japan is exceptional in having three institutional types of other (1997 ISCED 5b, 2011
ISCED 2011) institutions and programmes of completely different origin.

Quantitative Development of Other Tertiary
Education

In some countries, ISCED 5b (1997) (2011 ISCED 5) is growing as a consequence of
u Upgrading from 1997 ISCED 4 to ISCED 5b (2011 4 to 5),

¥ |ncrease of learners who move away from 1997 ISCED 4 to ISCED 5b (2011 ISCED
4t05).

In other countries, such as Japan, this sector is shrinking as a consequence of

u Upgrading from ISCED 5b to ISCED 5a,

® | ncrease of learners who move away from ISCED Vb to bachelor programmes.
Moreover, demographic changes might come into play.
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Ambivalent Situation of Other Tertiary Education

B Growth and increasing societal importance in higher education, but
increasing “vertical” diversity and crisis-mood in non-elite HE.

®other tertiary education: relative loss of talented learners and of
institutional status vs. increase of cognitive competences and status of
occupations moving from ISCED 4 to ISCED 5b (1997; 4 to 5 ISCED 2011).

B rhereisa growing sense of crisis in vocational training (VET).




The Relevance of Developments in the World of Work

Opportunities and risks of other tertiary education affected by developments in the world
of work:

®The overall social order (the social strata),
®The job characteristics and job requirements,

®The issue of “vertical substitution”.
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Other Tertiary Education and the Overall Social
Order

Other tertiary education prepares learners for middle-class occupation.
What is the position of the middle-class in the overall society?

®Erom the 1960s to the 1980s, trend towards “welfare society” and
towards a flattening of income differentials.

®since the 1990s, trend to increasing income differentials and risk of
erosion for the middle-class.

Trends of Job Characteristics and
Job Requirements

Growth of the “third sector” (services/administration) at the expense of the
first and second sector,

Increasing demand for systematic cognitive competences,

Move towards a centralisation or decentralisation of power and control in
the world of work?

Move towards a greater divide between intellectually demanding
occupations and other occupations or towards increasing number of mixed
middle-level occupations?

Other Tertiary Education and Trends and “Vertical
Substitution”

= Can jobs traditionally held by graduates from other tertiary education
be easily taken over by bachelor graduates in the wake of educational
expansion?

= Or do specific job requirements and specific competences might

protect other tertiary education graduates from “vertical
substitution”?

= |s other tertiary education more vulnerable in countries in which

traditions of “vocations”, “professions” are weak?

Concluding Observations

® Can other tertiary education just passively
observe the trends in the education and the
employment system and hope that a niche is left
for this sector?

®0or are there potentials for a “pro-active” policy?
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