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International Seminar

Career and Vocational Education through

Partnership with Industry and Communities

Q Date :Saturday, March 17,2012 10:00 ~ 17:00 (reception : 17:30 ~ 19:00)
O Venue: Nishijin Plaza (Kyushu university)
2-16-23 Nishijin Sawara-ward Fukuoka city

U Organized by Faculty of Human-Environment Studies Kyushu University

U In co-operation with Japan Society of Internship and also supported by Japanese Association
of Higher Education Research, The Japanese Society for the Study of Career Education, The
Japan Society for Educational Sociology, NPO WIL and WACE (The World Association of
Cooperative Education)

Q Registration fee : free (reception : 3,000yen)

The Outline and Questions

1. Purpose

This seminar will consider ‘University Education through Dialog with Industry and
Communities’, by focusing good practices and relevant government policies on internship, CO-
OP education and other various forms of work-integrated learning in five countries; Australia,
Germany, Japan, United Kingdom and United States, based on the research project commissioned
by Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT).

The comparative analysis and discussion, together with distinguished foreign researches at this
seminar, investigate the policy implications for both institutions and governments to innovate and
promote higher education and learning more relevant to students  career formation and vocational
development.

Faculty of Human-Environment Studies, Kyushu University is in charge of the project
management and planning of this seminar, and the steering group is from the research project
“Research in Non-University Higher Education and Qualifications System”. Many academic
societies and associations support this seminar, including domestically, Japan Society of Internship,

and globally, The World Association of Cooperative Education (WACE).
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2. Themes

This seminar investigates the current development of internship and work-integrated learning
in university education, as career and vocational education through well developed partnership
with employers and community, and policy initiatives promoting their further development.

Higher education in Japan is facing various challenges from industry and society. Transition of
youngsters from education to working life is now becoming more difficult and complicated, due
to the economic recession, as well as due to the inadequacy of university education for fostering
employability of graduates. Universities launched various approaches of career and vocational
education, and for such purpose, internship, work-related learning and project based learning are
becoming popular. Internship’ in Japan has been inaugurated and promoted since 1997 by the
government policy initiative. The number of universities which have ‘internship’ program as
part of the degree program, has increased from 16.7% in 1997 to 67.7% in 2009. However, most of
internship programs in Japan are short (around two weeks in average), unpaid, not to be linked
toward employment, and with less developed industry-university cooperation, particularly in the
field of non-professional area, such as humanities and social sciences. In regards of that theory,
research in internship has difficulties that the concept of internship has been blurred by a too
wide range of use of the term, internship.

In order to develop Japan's internship in university education, the concept of work integrated
learning is more seriously considered, because they may cover holistically a wider range of
activities and experiences functionally equivalent to internship for fostering employability and
related competencies. Professional areas have a rather long period of placement and other hand-on
activities out of the formal curriculum. Students have a certain amount of work experience, even
though they are part-time jobs, so called ‘arubaito’. We would like to grasp the concept related
to work- integrated learning among countries for comparison and investigate relevant policy
initiatives to be.

The key questions at this seminar are as followings:

1) What is adequate approaches of work-integrated learning to support transition to work and

social independence at higher education stage?

2) At higher education stage, who needs work-integrated learning most? How inclusively and
extensively does a university offer work-integrated learning?

3) How should we enhance and assure the quality of work-integrated learning?

4) How do employers and communities comprehend the needs and the purposes of work-
integrated learning on students’ side and in communities and economical society? And how
will they offer resources in cooperation with HEI properly?

5) What is government role to improve career education and specialized education through

industry-university cooperation?
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International Seminar on

Career and Vocational Education through Partnership with

Industry and Communities Nishijin Plaza (Kyushu University)
Saturday, March 17, 2012

Program

Opening Remarks, briefing and project/seminar outlines
Keiichi Yoshimoto Distinguished Professor,Kyushu University

Keynote Lecture1

Work-Integrated Learning and Co-operative Education from an International Perspective
Judie Kay Director, Learning, Work and Career Development, Victoria University, Australia
Chair, Keiko Miyakawa President, NPO WIL

lunch

Keynote Lecture2

Higher education, employability and employer engagement - the British case
Brenda Little Higher Education Consultant (formerly Centre for Higher Education Research and
Information, the Open University)
Chair, Yuki Inenaga Assistant Professor, Research Center for University Studies, University of Tsukuba

tea/coffee

Panel Discussion

Good practices and policy initiatives among Australia, Germany, U.K., U.S. and Japan
Coordinator:Jun Kameno Associate Professor,Hokkaido University

Panelists:
Judie Kay Director, Learning, Work and Career Development, Victoria University, Australia
Brenda Little Higher Education Consultant (formerly Centre for Higher Education
Research and Information, the Open University)
Keiko Miyakawa President,NPO WIL
—Best practice of North American coop education program
Shinji Sakano Professor, Graduate school of Education,Tamagawa University
—Approach to work-integrated learning in German Higher Education
Masaaki Nakagawa Trustee, Kyoto Sangyo University
—Practice in a leading university in Japan
Kazuhiro Sugimoto Associate Professor,Tohoku University
—Linkage between learning and work in Australian higher education
Yuki Inenaga Assistant Professor, Research Center for University Studies, University of Tsukuba
— ‘Sandwich’ Program and Enhancing Students’ Employability in the UK Universities
Naohiro lida Assistant Professor,Kyushu University
—A Case Study on Work-based Learning at Universities in England

Closing Remarks

Keiichi Yoshimoto Distinguished Professor,Kyushu University

reception

*Due to unforeseen circumstances, the program may be changed.
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