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th€ NU.IIleI' S Number of Courses Offered

Annually at Kominkan:

472,697

Number of Kominkan:

Learning activities at Kominkan can be broadly divided into

those which the Kominkan initiates and those which are
° initiated by organizations or individuals who use the Kominkan.
The numbers represented here are those for courses that o
_ Kominkan plan and hold on their own. A “course” can have Kominkan
Kominkan 17,143 various forms-from a single occurrence to several meetings, CLC of Japan
to an education program held over an entire year
Public libraries 2,979
Other facilities for
social education R
Museums 1,196 Annual Number of Kominkan Users
Elementary Schools 22,476 244 3 49 2 17
Compulsory ? ?
education
Junior High Schools 'IO,9'I 5 Annual users amount to approximately double the population
of Japan. The percentage of each type of user is indicated in
*The data for social education facilities is from 2005; however, that of the chart.
the elementary schools and junior high schools is from 2008.
12,449,303 1
5% il T
20,698,418
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Number of Kominkan Employees: / \
\ Organizational users
5 2 2 3 O //7“\ ““ ivi
’ ( 3 Individual users
\ N s‘
\ Large-scale event
) ) 25,750,937 | 185,450,559 / participants
Kominkan Director: 16,486 11% \ 76% / - .
Participants in classes
and courses
Kominkan Chief Coordinator: 17,127
Other employees: 18,617 Breakdown of Kominkan Users by Type

Numbers are from the 2005 Social Education Survey. The Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan conducts a “Social Education
Survey” every three years. Data gathered includes the numbers of Kominkan,
libraries, and museums, the numbers of users and the content of their activities.
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Under the Social Education Act, Kominkan are designated as a part of
the governmental social education administration in the municipalities of cities,
towns, and villages.
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Kominkan are managed making use of a variety of relation-
ships within the community.

In every activity, expert care is taken to incorporate social
education perspectives.

Kominkan are managed as places which are open to all,
regardless of age, gender, profession, or other characteristics.
In addition, profit-making activities, religious activities, and
political activities are prohibited.

With the guidance of the director, a Kominkan steering
committee is established that includes residents and which
analyzes and makes decisions about the various activities
planned and implemented by the Kominkan.

Each Kominkan must evaluate its management and, based on
the evaluation, devise necessary measures to improve the

management situation.

Each Kominkan must not only deepen understanding among
residents and others concerning its activities, but pro-actively
provide information concerning the Kominkan’s management

in order to promote collaboration and cooperation.

In principle, Kominkan activities must be conducted within
the budget of the municipality (city, town, village). However,
in some cases, participants must shoulder a small financial
burden, such as a participation fee.

The upkeep and management of the Kominkan building is
the responsibility of the municipality.

In order to promote the healthy development of Kominkan,
necessary standards for their establishment and management
have been set by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology of Japan. The current standards (based
on a 2003 Ministry notice) include the following items:

-Target area

-Collaboration with various organizations and institutions and
use of information and communication technology (ICT)

-Function as a base for family education assistance in the
community

-Promotion of volunteerism and participation in the society
-Collaboration with schools, families and community
-Management based on local conditions

-Staffing

+Facilities and equipment

‘Internal evaluation of activities and public disclosure of
evaluations

¢

Kominkan
CLC of Japan
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