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[ Committee on Future Needs in Deep Submergence Sciencem 5D i #%:])

DEVELOPING NEW ASSETS

@®NSF/OCE should, after a proper analysis of the cost benefits of distributed facilities,
strongly consider basing this new ROV system at a second location that would minimize
the transit time for periodic overhaul and refit of both ROV systems.

The best approach to deep submergence science is the use of a combination of tools. Detailed
reconnaissance surveys are best achieved using tethered vehicles and AUVs. Experiments and
observatory work that require longer time at already well characterized sites on the seafloor are
best conducted with ROVs. Moreover, work at depths greater than 6,500m will definitely require
unoccupied vehicles, as long as the expense and risk of constructing and operating HOVs capable
of work at these depths discourage their use.

As discussed in Chapter 3, human presence at depth remains a significant lynchpin in the nation’s
oceanographic research effort. Detailed descriptions of specific sites or work in the water column
benefit from the direct human observation allowed by HOVs. Despite rapid and impressive growth in
the capabilities of unoccupied vehicles (both remotely operated and autonomous), the scientific
demand for HOV access can be expected to remain high. However, the capabilities of the existing
Alvin limit its scientific usefulness for some types of deep ocean research. Improving these
capabilities, even without extending its depth range, is clearly necessary if many of the high-priority
scientific goals discussed in Chapter 2 are to be achieved.
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