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Improving the Dialogue with Society on
Scientific Issues

First results

GSF-Rome-octobre 2008 Jean-Pierre Alix
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Background and rationale

» Government’s preoccupations :

To optimise the interaction with the general
public concerning issues that have a sginificant
scientific component

Why ? Number of issues increasing

Examples : GMO, génétic testing, nano, nuclear
waste, science and religion, global warming, ...

Number of public debates more or less organised
In different countries

So an important difference appears, compared
with periods where discussion was limited to a
few experts, either for States or for industry :
publics want to express

October 2008 16 CNRS/Jean-Pierre ALIX



« Golden age » traditions

» Transfer of knowledge to lay persons most of the
time by education [#AZ[E%E]

» Unadequacy of understanding of public 4
» Top down decisions lky74 ™)

» « Deficit model » [ RAIETIL)

» One way communication —A@Eas2=45—3 ]

» But ...

17



Limits of the model

» Today’s life of citizens Is affected by science
and technology in a large numbre of areas

[FlERMTOEF~ADRNHL]
» Scientific enterprise Is no longer accepted as
automatically beneficial to society

(BT~ DIREE]
» Need for a bidirectionnal dialogue, going
beyond traditional science education ?

[T 73 MR 58 D WH 2% |
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New questions

» How to assess and identify the concerns of the
public ? TOELUEDBFEEDIDEEET
» Are they different from those of public’s
elected representatives ?
FBEEDRBEALDHEEDEL]
» How can consultations be translated to

actionable policy decisions ?
[public consultation Bk DE% |
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2.51 Sir Robert May made this point clearly last year in a
publication on GM crops: "There are real social and
environmental choices to be made. They are not about
safety as such, but about much larger questions of what
kind of a world we want to live in"[23].

In Select committee on Science and Technology Third Report
Science and Society, 2000

[CD/EFIITEEIZDVNTLHETITEN o=, TNLYESE
RELRWD, DFYVRELIFEALGHRIZEC I EFZLTLNVS
NaH<HEDT=o1=, |
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Probability of occurrence

Extent of damage >
| Classes of risk
Pandora risk classes
Asszumptions can only be macde for probability
- of occurrence and extent of damage

Fig 1 | Risk classes (WBGLU, 2000)
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