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1295 FORBIE “This is citizenship 2”

'O®_1 Political parties

A political party is an organised group of people with a leader and
members. It stands for something — it has a set of views that the
members agree with. Parties put up candidates at elections so that
these people can be voled into positions of power, nationally or
locally. Peaple join a political party because they agree with what it
stands for. They also want to help the party to win elections and put
their ideas into practice.

Activity
You are going to create your own political party. ‘ Clean up the envn’onmenf |

1 Work in groups of four or five. Imagine that —
you want to make the country a better place ————
in which to live. What would you change? In
your group, choose three things that you
would like to change. You can get some ideas
from this page, or you can come up with some

ﬂe\' ‘
of your own. - Make the hea

lth service et

iMake sure everyone can get ajob

| P\'owde more soc1ai;é;vigt_zsl to help BE‘}E‘E_‘.

N

IHelp poorer people m the rest of the world a rﬁe!uggefw}

.[;':; .li - _ el
Cut down crime |

| E IE more houses for people who are Hé}ﬁ_efes_ST

Stdp peoplé claiming benefits they are not entitled to

|Bring in laws to protect animals|

improve schools BT S el
rove schools [ A i .
b Get vid of wafhic Imm)

2 Give your party a name and elect a leader.

[5en smoking i publc piaces

T

[ This is citizenship 2] HODDER EDUCATION

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND PARLIAM'.

" Our party is suggesting g
a number of ways to

3 a) Decide what you want Name of our party:
to do about the three = -
issues you have chosen. Our three issues Wh:'-:t we want to How we can doit
v achieve (our aims) | (our policies)
These are your aims.

b) Decide how you are g&t rid Of‘ traffiajams Encaumge more paepl.e to Ghﬂ[‘jﬂ p%FL& blﬂ taxes
going to do it. These are use pubﬂic transpert for driving cars in cities.
your policies. (trains and buses) Make public transport

4 Draw a chart like the one instead of cars, cheaper and quicker.
on the right, and fill it in. Ges lorries off theroad | Make rail transport of

(The completed row is just b_lj transpcrtirg more jﬁdds wery chmp‘

an example to help you.) doods o the railway,

When you have done this,

you have written the party

manifesto.

5 When you have agreed your policies, you have to convince

other people that you are right. You have to plan your

campaign.

a) Discuss how you can persuade other people to agree
with your views.

b) Design campaign posters and put them up in the
classroom.

c) Write a leaflet to give to people. You could use a
computer to help you design and print it.

d) Write a three-minute speech for the leader of the party 199 YN theEss

to give to the whole class. Invite some visitors to listen
to the speeches. Your visitors can vote on which party
was the most persuasive.

EESESCILE

(BHEORHFF1~3FIHY)

oo 11
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ocal communities and local government

/ Developing your survey skills

What do you know about the services in
your local area?

Work in small groups and think about the services in the
area where you live. Divide these up between you, and ask
your relatives and neighbours what they think of each of
the services you are researching.

How good do they think these services are? Ask your
respondents to rate them using the following scale:

The swimming
pool could be
open earlier at
the weekend.

Who pays for the services?

Our rubbish
doesn’t get
collected on the
right day.

1 = terrible 2 =poor 3 =good 4 =very good 5 = excellent

Ask them for their views on how good the services are and
put notes on what they say in the third column or on a
Y separate piece of paper.
' If you want to add some other services, write them at the
bottom of the chart.

(The illustrations of council services at the beginning of
this section, on pages 32-3, will help you.)

i
Who pays for the
upkeep of your park?

The nurseries
are caring and not
too expensive.

Who pays the people to collect your rubbish?

The simple answer is — you do! Or rather !Ilg’ur itha Wl Ez:catlon Do you or your | How would _‘
parents and guardians do. ?ery?r;;ihghe (tV:;c e T . family/neighbours |you rate it on |What have people said about
i a ounci . i i ice? -5? H 3
fev_v except:?ns) lhzsut:dr‘) \i‘hich provides the Social Services Re:g.cis — use this service a scale of 1-57? | this service?
Dald_ to t.hechC:reCa ! Highways ubbish collection
services in . . t Schools
i i nds on the value of Environmen
Moy mschidas foipar depe ; i I Planning & Economic Development Looking after elderly people
the house or flat that you live in. Each property is Zaely
put into one of the property bands, which go from o I * care
A to H. Band A is for smaller properties, and Band H Other Services

Leisure centres
Parks

is for very large ones. People who live in.counul
houses and flats pay a proportion of their rent as
Council Tax. People who live in rented houses and
flats have to pay the Council Tax on the prope_rty as
if they owned it. If you are the only person living in
your property you get a 25 per cent discount off
your Council Tax. .

Councils also get some money straight from the
government. _ .

So how do councils spend their money? The pie
chart on the right shows how one council breaks & Bondiineiis
down its spending.

Childcare/nurseries

Library

Noise control

Recycling centres

Special events such as
firework displays or local fairs

Car parks

i i

.

; . T 3 Why do you think these 5 Choose one category - ; [:i “] i a _ RS [ A S s m e e i
usng the o C_ ris categories are so large? that you would spend a When you have done your survey, get together in 1597 3b Epi%& =] E%%IFJ\U:\H
1 What :.the thIQQ;Sety 4 What do all the cate‘?ories Et T?;ehrg\?’”;guox'wl - groups and write up a report on what you've found, (BBONRPFEI~IFHEE)

proportion of m tell you about why the xplal Highlight any areas where the service is very poor.
spent on? . council is important to Spce!ndhthe extra money, Send your report to your local councillor.
2 What is the secon le’s lives? and whny.
people’s liv

m largest amount spent on? Y8 : [This is citizenship 2] HODDER EDUCATION m 12
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