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The International Confederation of Societies of Authors and Composers – CISAC, at its 
General Assembly held in the city of Brussels (Belgium) on June 1, 2007, 
 
 
Notes that under the provisions of Article 15 (c) of the Treaty of Peace with Japan concluded 
between the Allied Powers and Japan, 
 
1.  in cases where the Allied nationals obtained copyrights on the day before the outbreak of 

war, they are entitled to the privilege (referred to as “wartime prolongation1”) of extending 
the original copyright protection term in Japan for a period equivalent to that from 
December 7, 1941 until the day before the Treaty of Peace with Japan became effective 
with their country, and 

 
2. in cases where they obtained copyrights during wartime, they are entitled to the privilege 

of extending the original copyright protection term in Japan for the period from the day of 
the relevant obtainment to the day before the Treaty of Peace with Japan became 
effective with their country 

 
 
Considers that Japan has performed the obligation of wartime prolongation through more 
than 60 years after the war and that the CISAC member societies in Japan strongly wish that 
such obligation be dissolved, and 
 
 
Resolves that 
 
1. CISAC requests CISAC member societies to approach their members to no longer 

exercise their above rights and, 
 

2. leaves the relevant society’s decision as to when rights regarding wartime prolongation 
would no longer be exercised, suggesting such timing to be when the Japanese copyright 
protection term be extended to “life of author and 70 years after his or her death,” as a 
guideline.    

 
 
CISAC will convey this resolution to the Japanese government. 

                                                 
1Wartime prolongation is an obligation which only Japan is required to follow. It is based on the provisions of 
Article 15(c) in the Treaty of Peace with Japan concluded with the Allied Powers in 1952, and it provides for 
copyright protection with the period equivalent to the span of war added to the normal protection term on 
copyright which was obtained by Allied nationals before or during the World War II. The period added to copyright 
which was owned by Allied nationals on the day before the outbreak of war is from December 7, 1941 to the day 
before the Treaty of Peace became effective, while the period added to copyright which was obtained on the day 
of the outbreak of war and afterwards is from the day of obtainment to the day before the Treaty of Peace became 
effective. 
 
The nationals  of 15 countries  (U.S., Canada, U.K., France, Netherlands , Norway, Belgium, Greece, Australia, 
New Zealand, South Africa, Brazil, Sri Lanka, Lebanon, and Pakistan) among Allied nationals , protected in Japan 
under International Copyright Treaties during wartime, are subject to wartime prolongation. The extension period 
differs depending on when the Treaty of Peace with each country was ratified, but for many countries the relevant 
period is approximately 10 years and 5 months (or specifically, 3,794 days). 


