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0. The purpose for visiting (Background of our

questions)

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT) of Japan
intends to strengthen relationships between
domestic higher/secondary education programs
and international standards of literacy. MEXT
1s also seeking to appropriately modify how
university applicants’ abilities are measured,
which will have an impact on secondary

education.

The purpose of our visit is to gain some insight
international
into the

measurement of university applicants’ ability of

into how to incorporate

frameworks of reading literacy

Japanese as a first language.

In November 2016, we began to examine the
aspects of the abilities measured in questions
from the latest Japanese subject tests given to
applicants of several national universities as
part of individual university entrance exams in
2015.

Table 1 shows the classification of the questions
on the basis of two viewpoints: content type of

given text and competency to be measured. The

framework of competency is provisional,
although it reflects the abilities formulated in
the new educational guidelines designed by
MEXT in 2017. The appropriateness of the
framework is one of the themes of today’s

discussion.

First, let us explain the background of the
abilities formulated in the new educational

guidelines.

The PISA assessment, conducted every three
years since 2000, has revealed that the
international ranking of reading literacy for
Japanese children is lower than expected.
MEXT implied that one of the reasons for the
unexpected low ranking was that the domain of
reading literacy in PISA was wider than
traditional reading comprehension taught in
Japanese Language education.

In Japan, “reading comprehension” was
traditionally defined as the act of reading
written text and understanding its content
accurately. This implies that critical reading
and appreciation of materials are excluded from

traditional “reading comprehension.”

Since the unexpected low ranking in PISA,
study methods in accordance with PISA’s
framework of reading literacy have been
introduced into elementary/secondary school
classrooms in addition to the traditional

“reading comprehension.”

The new educational guidelines for Japanese
language designed by MEXT in 2017 mandates
teachers to develop the abilities of their
students to reason, judge, and express. These

abilities are more concretely described for
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Japanese language as a school subject as

follows.

(1) To extract information from the text and
summarize it.

(2) To extract necessary information from
multiple texts and/or graphs.

(3) To reason on the basis of the information
obtained from the text.

(4) To apply the information obtained from the
text to a situation different from the
original one.

(5) To express one’s own ideas while indicating
the similarities and differences with the

ideas in the text.

To have the abilities emphasized in the new
take

education, it 1s

educational  guidelines root in
elementary/secondary
important to measure those abilities in
questions in a subject test of Japanese
Language in university entrance examinations,

which have an impact on secondary education.

Our provisional classification shown in Table 1
indicates that the majority of questions in the
latest university entrance examinations still
intends to measure aspects of abilities defined

in the traditional “reading comprehension.”

How could we modify or use the framework of
classification to promote the measurement of
abilities in entrance

new university

examinations?

Question 1
By what kind of process was the reading
framework of PISA established?

Question 2

How is/was the assessment framework of

reading in NAEP as a domestic assessment
influenced by that of reading literacy in PISA
as international assessment? What is the

relationship between them?

Question 3

How about the relationship between the
assessment framework of the reading test in
SAT and that of reading literacy in PISA? The
former is for university applicants in the US

and the latter is for international assessment.

Question 4
Do you have any comments on the provisional
framework shown in Table 1? How could we

the

appropriate shift of reading abilities measured

improve framework to promote an

in university entrance examinations?

Question 5

How are rating criteria (scoring rubrics) of
reading literacy developed? Does construction
of the rubrics begin at a very early stage of the
item development process or at later stage, for
example, based on the result of pilot test? How

1s the validity of the scoring rubrics confirmed?

Question 6

How is the scoring procedure based on the
rubric conducted, especially for constructed
answers? How many people rate one answer
sheet?

Question 7
How can scoring inconsistencies be minimized
between raters? Scoring results for the same

answer might differ among different raters.

Please feel free to change the order of the

questions when you answer them.
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[Tablel]

Teble 1 (ver.19) Glassification of the Questions in University Entrance Examinations 20170221
Reading Closely and [nterpreting Forming and Refining One' s Own [dess
T 2 3 @ g ) 2 g c)
Gompetence [Extracting /  (Recognizing /  |Summarizing / |Understanding |Articulating an |Analyzing |Understanding [Developing |Analyzing and
Understanding |Understanding |Understanding |information in |idea on the and information |one's own  (discussing
the meaning of |the corfextual |the holistic  |the continuous |basie of the discussing |in non- idess | the text
3 specific part meaning from  |meaning from  |text and content of the |multiple (conmtinous  |interpretati [structure and
of the text several related |the text epressing it [Text by tents text and ong Trom  [the author's
parts of the Using hor- reflecting ong' s expressing 1T|viewpoints |style of the
et continous text jown knowledge Uz ing ingpired by [writing (+3)
and/or continuous  |the content
exper iences as text of the text
outside sources (#2)
(%1)
Gortent
”":E;fi:xd Intagrate and interpret Reflect and evaluate
- U1_12.01_13 U1_14.01_15
2 U2_11,02_12,U2_13 |U2_14
=+ . U312 3_13.U3_14.03_15
ot (Articles and  Juy 19,04 12,04_13 U814, 0442 U443 (14_15, U4_41, U4_42
H expos i tions U5_11,U5_41 U5_14.U5_25, U542 [U5_15 U512, U5_13.U5_21.0
@ | (Reasoning) U6_21.U5_22. U6 _24 5_22.05.23, I6_26
=] 7_11. 0712, 7_22 713,072 U5_5, U5_43
;' U7_331.07_332
=
= 1I7_32,17_33
? Mavels and I1_22 1_21.U1_23, 24,
" fessay w2 s
< |(Emtion) U6_331.U6_333 2_22.02_24 U6_31 6_332, U6_34
& [Instruction and
2 [Transaction
| (Cemmuni cat ior)

*

With thoss of long novels.
#2. Questions required the applicants to develop viewpointe and to write & short essay on the issus.
#3. Questions reduired the #plicants to capture the logical Tlow of the author' s ideas and fo Toous on his/her style of the writing.
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