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Sports & Culture Tourism Award 2019

Sports & Culture Tourism Award QJO

(Applicant Organization)
Nikko Trail Running Organizing Committee

Project Overview

This trail running event was launched by a group of local youth to revitalize the
Kinugawa, Nikko region following damage from Typhoon No. 18 in 2015. This
completely independently-organized run has received no assistance from local
government bodies, nor any financing from the national government or sports-
related organizations. The event's most appealing aspect is the ability to run
inside the grounds of World Heritage sites and national parks. It continues to
attract the attention of trail running enthusiasts for its prime location featuring the
world-famous shrines and temples of Nikko, as well as the ability to enjoy verdant
local nature along the course.

Main Points of Assessment

@ Unique sports event featuring a run through World Heritage sites and national
parks in Nikko, allowing participants to enjoy both local history and culture, along
with surrounding nature.

@ The combination of cultural resources and nature holds great appeal for
inbound tourism, making this program a potential nationwide model, as well as
offering possibilities for ecotourism.

@ The potential to draw participants to this program is considerable, and the
economic benefits are great, making it a significant contributor to local
revitalization.



Sports & Culture Tourism Award 2019

Sports & Culture Tourism Award QJO

(Applicant Organization)

Kendo Experience Tour Samurai Trip (Operated by Park for us Co. Ltd.)

Kendo Experience Tour [SAMURAI TRIP]

Project Overview

Organization of a tour to experience kendo, which is aimed primarily at foreign
travelers. The tour includes three primary activities: 1) actual kendo experience,
2) tour of a studio where kendo tools are crafted, and 3) eating a Japanese meal
at a kendo restaurant. In addition to an introduction of kendo itself, the tour will
also familiarize participants with kendo's history and culture , as well as the allure
of traditional kendo equipment. The kendo experience will be led by a team of
instructors with more than 20 years' of experience in the martial art, who will
provide careful kendo-related guidance beginning with the basics.

Main Points of Assessment

@ Utilizing the traditional Japanese culture of kendo as an entry point, this
initiative promotes interactions with foreigners visiting Japan.

@ The program includes traditional cultural elements such as a visit to a studio
where kendo tools are crafted, and the chance to enjoy a Japanese-style meal.
@ The program has great potential to be featured all over the country.



Sports & Culture Tourism Award 2019
Sports Tourism Award

(Applicant Organization)
Koide Snow Festival Organizing Committee

Project Overview

Organized mainly by the Koide Young Entrepreneurs Group, with support from the
Koide Snow Festival Organizing Committee and local residents, this event is aimed
at local revitalization, and has been held 31 times to date in the so-called
"birthplace of snowball fights". Unique features of the event include the fact that its
team leaders don snowshoes, which are accessories particular to those who live in
areas with heavy snowfall, while wearing special conical hats known as "yamagasa"
and carrying shovels called "koshiki". Special gifts from the Uonuma region are
given away at the event, including locally-produced koshihikari rice and tickets to
nearby onsen accommodation. The event is enlivened by the collaboration of local
residents, and there are areas inside the venue providing free samples of Uonuma
koshihikari rice, along with servings of local specialties including grilled fresh
innards (nama motsu-yaki), and a hearty vegetable stew (kenchin-jiru).

Main Points of Assessment

@ Snow is utilized as a regional cultural resource, featuring the warm hospitality
of a local community.

@ In addition to familiarizing participants with snow, the program has the
potential to expand to additional sports such as skiing.

@ The rules are easy, and the event may be enjoyed without too much attention
to theory, making it ideal for encouraging inbound tourism.




Sports & Culture Tourism Award 2019
Sports Tourism Award

(Applicant Organization)
Hakusan Geotrail Organizing Committee

Hakusan Geotrall

Project Overview

An adventure marathon event, conducted in stages, where 250 kilometers are
covered in seven days while carrying all of one's own food. Launched in 2014,
the event will be held this year for the sixth time. Aimed at promoting both
increased health and regional vitalization, the event begins at the Shirayama
Hime Shrine, and weaves its way through geosite tourist locales including
temples and shrines such as the seven Hakusan shrines, and the Hakusan
Tedorigawa Geopark. The course then follows sites of worship associated with
Shugendo (Japanese mountain asceticism), including Kagazen J6do, until
participants reach the sacred peak of Hakusan mountain, and finally return to
the Shirayama Hime Shrine. As a congratulatory festivity, game including bear
and wild boar from the base of Hakusan mountain will then be enjoyed along

with other local specialties.

Main Points of Assessment

@ This initiative is not simply a sport; but also features a high level of spirituality,
along with culture and nature.

@ The unique structure of this program highlights the culture of religious
practices at Mount Hakusan, combined with local traditional arts.

@ Although the level of this course is considerably challenging as far as
adventure tourism goes, it has great potential to become a worldwide event.




Sports & Culture Tourism Award 2019
Culture Tourism Award

(Applicant Organization)
lga Shinobi no sato Project Creation Committee
Creation of an experience-based program featuring the spirit,

technique, and physical strength of a true ninja that can only
be realized at the Iga Shinobi no sato
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Project Overview

This experience-based program focuses upon training the spirit, technique, and
physical strength of a true stealth warrior by providing the ninja-like experiences of
racing through the lga mountain village (ninja trail running), and living in the village
(stay-oriented program). The program called Iga Nindo is a completely original
experience that includes a farmstay with rice planting and harvesting, crafting
scarecrow signs and shimenawa (sacred ropes), exploring local Iga ware pottery,
and additional elements of ninja training such as farm/cultural experiences
including tree-thinning for forest village maintenance, along with woodworking
instruction.

Main Points of Assessment

@ This program is centered upon a Japanese heritage area, and focuses closely
upon the traditional culture of the Iga region.

@ The content of the program will be highly attractive to foreigners, and is able to
be promoted worldwide.

@ The tour may be expanded to encompass additional Iga-related culture such
as yoga and nindd (the way of the stealth warrior).




Sports & Culture Tourism Award 2019
Culture Tourism Award

(Applicant Organization)
ONSEN & Gastronomy Tourism Association

Walking, Gastronomy, ONSEN: Rewtahzmg the
region through onsen and gastronomy tourism

Project Overview

Walking events are held nationwide featuring gastronomy tourism, which
combines onsen (natural hot springs)--a point of pride among Japan's tourism-
related resources--together with local food that has been nurtured by the
ingredients, customs, traditions and history borne from the surrounding climate.
Participants enjoy the nature, history, culture and surroundings along the local
onsen course at their own pace, stopping to enjoy mainly one regional dish and
cup of saké at each point along the route, and soaking in an onsen when the
final goal is reached. This initiative has taken place since 2014, and has featured
the theme of "Walking, gastronomy, ONSEN" in order to increase appreciation
for onsen along with the revitalization of local communities.

Main Points of Assessment

@ This tour combines the pleasures of onsen and walking, highlighting the allure
of regional cultural attractions.

@ The tour may eventually be developed to the point where it is offered on a
constant basis, allowing participants to join at any time.

@ The tour may also be expanded to other regions as a model of enjoying
numerous local cultural attractions at one time.
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