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From "Science and Technology Policy" to "Science, Technology and Innovation Policy" MEXT's Efforts for the Creation of Regional Innovations

Transition of "Regional Science and Technology" in the Science and Technology Basic Plans

The environment surrounding Japan is changing dramatically. For example, the remarkable growth of emerging 
nations in recent years has further intensif ied the global competition. Against this backdrop, Japan, which has 
limited natural resources and its population is rapidly aging while the birthrate is declining, must take action to 
maintain and strengthen its international competitiveness in order to enjoy continued economic growth and 
development and to secure a central position in the global community. Consequently, Japan needs to 
strategically utilize the science and technology infrastructure to create innovations linking with relevant policies 
for systematic promotion of the "Science, Technology and Innovation Policy."

In the past, the regional promotion of science and technology aimed at revitalizing local communities by 
encouraging  research activities based on its unique history and culture. These ef forts have contributed 
signif icantly to the advancement and diversif ication of science and technology in the whore country.

As the Science and Technology Innovation Policy must be promoted with nationwide ef forts, it is important for 
each region to establish a system that allows autonomous implementation of science and technology innovation 
activities by maximizing regional characteristics and strengths so that the nation and regions can work in 
collaboration for lead fruitful acheivement.

The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) initiated the Knowledge Cluster Initiative and 
other relevnrt policies in Fiscal 2002, and has addressed the improvement of regional science and technology infrastructures 
for the creation of new technology "seeds" and the establishment of industry-academia-government collaboration systems.

In Fiscal 2011, MEXT initiated the "Regional Innovation Strategy Support Program" as part of the "Project for Developing 
Innovation Systems," which aims at establishing and improving the systems that enable individual regions to proactively 
create innovations through the industry-academia-government collaboration policy. The Regional Innovation Strategy 
Support Program aims at steadily expanding the achievements of previous cluster formation activities by utilizing the 
science and technology infrastructures developed and refined by individual regions and also at utilizing all pertinent policies 
of relevant ministries to provide full-fledged support to the regional innovation strategy promoting regions (see page 3) that 
have proactive and excellent visions toward the creation of regional innovations.
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Promotion of Science and Technology Innovation Policy

Future Direction of "Regional Science and Technology Promotion"

Project for Developing Innovation Systems

The First Basic PlanThe First Basic Plan

(FY1996 to FY 2000)(FY1996 to FY 2000)

The First Basic Plan

(FY1996 to FY 2000)

The Second Basic PlanThe Second Basic Plan

(FY 2001 to FY 2005)(FY 2001 to FY 2005)

The Second Basic Plan

(FY 2001 to FY 2005)

The Third Basic PlanThe Third Basic Plan

(FY 2006 to FY 2010)(FY 2006 to FY 2010)

The Third Basic Plan

(FY 2006 to FY 2010)

The Science and Technology Basic Law (established in 1995)
Establishment of regional innovation systems and revitalization of Establishment of regional innovation systems and revitalization of 
local local communitiescommunities
(1) Formation of regional clusters(1) Formation of regional clusters
(2) (2) Smooth Smooth implementationimplementation of the Science and Technology  of the Science and Technology Policy in regionsPolicy in regions

Establishment of regional innovation systems and revitalization of 
local communities
(1) Formation of regional clusters
(2) Smooth implementation of the Science and Technology Policy in regions

Establishment and improvement of an environment for Establishment and improvement of an environment for 
the the promotion of science and technology in regionspromotion of science and technology in regions
(1) Formation of "knowledge clusters" in regions(1) Formation of "knowledge clusters" in regions
(2) Smooth (2) Smooth implementationimplementation of the Science and   of the Science and  
     Technology     Technology　Policy in regionsPolicy in regions

Promotion of science and technology in regionsPromotion of science and technology in regionsPromotion of science and technology in regions

The Fourth Basic Plan

(FY 2011 to FY 2015)

Each region establishes a system for 
self-sustainable development, and 
implements science and technology 
innovation activities by maximizing 
its regional characteristics and 
strengths.

Establishment and improvement of an environment for 
the promotion of science and technology in regions
(1) Formation of "knowledge clusters" in regions
(2) Smooth implementation of the Science and   
     Technology　Policy in regions

To establish systems that enable the creation of innovations led by each region through the revamped 
function of universities for promoting the collaboration of industry, academia and government; the regional 
joint research by industry, academia and government; the formation of regional university networks; and the 
establishment of advanced interdisciplinary research and development centers.

◆ Regional Innovation Strategy Support Program

* Provides support to the regional innovation strategy promoting regions selected jointly by relevant ministries, 
focusing on the formation of intellectual assets and the human resource development .

◆ Program for Promoting Self-Sustaining Management of Industry-Academia-Government Collaboration in Universities

* Provides support, to the establishment of systems for industry-academia-government collaboration addressed by 
individual universities and other organizations.

◆ Creation of Innovation Centers for Advanced Interdisciplinary Research

* Provides support for the realization of center for fusion of advanced technology.

Establishment of Regional Innovation Systems through Effective Industry-Academia-Government CollaborationEstablishment of Regional Innovation Systems through Effective Industry-Academia-Government CollaborationEstablishment of Regional Innovation Systems through Effective Industry-Academia-Government Collaboration

Local governments

Universities, etc.

Companies, financial institutions, etc.

Synergetic effectSynergetic effectSynergetic effect

Synergetic effectSynergetic effectSynergetic effect

Synergetic effectSynergetic effectSynergetic effect
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