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Survey Research - Objectives and Outline

Japan's Kominkan have been playing a diverse role in local communities, starting with the
experience gained in the movement to improve living conditions in the post-war period, up to the
efforts of today, such as the revitalization of local communities and the various measures that have
community activities as their base. Through these efforts, Kominkan have accumulated a wealth of
experience and knowledge of practical measures that can be utilized in the development of CLCs
(Community Learning Centres) in countries throughout Asia. At the same time, CLCs are becoming
increasingly widespread in Asian countries and they too have started to accumulate a database of
important policies and successful case studies.

In this environment and for the further utilization of Kominkan and CLCs, it is hoped that
there will be increases in mutual exchanges and information sharing between Japan and Asian
countries and a strengthening of an international network, while continuing to use the results
acquired from the kinds of support and exchanges carried out in the past. In the context of the
regional integration of East Asia and for the promotion of technical cooperation and mutual
exchanges at both public and private sector levels between each country, it can be said that
Kominkan and CLCs are extremely significant as they have a role to play in promoting mutual
understanding at a grass roots level and in constructing networks.

Against this backdrop, this survey research, entitled “2010 Research on Lifelong Learning
Policy”- Research Project on Effective Use of Kominkan comissioned by MEXT, aims to clarify
the qualities, needs, and forms of support and mutual exchanges that CLCs in Asian countries

require from Japan; it was carried out in accordance with the executive summary described below.

(1) Establish a survey research committee and carry out a background survey of Kominkan and
CLCs

(2) Conduct visits to Kominkan and hold a symposium by inviting CLC experts from seven Asian
countries (Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Thailand, Republic of Korea, Viet Nam)

(3) Carry out on-site surveys at Japan's Kominkan (Ehime Prefecture, Gunma Prefecture, Shimane
Prefecture, and Hyogo Prefecture)

(4) Carry out on-site surveys in three Asian countries (Indonesia, Republic of Korea, and China)

(5) Disseminate the results through preparing and distributing reports

Implementation period: September 13, 2010, to March 10, 2011
Implementing organization: Asia - Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU)
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