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AREAS OF IMPACT

Where do we start?

Studying all the cells in the human body is an enormous endeavor—current

estimates suggest that an average human being is made of at least 37.2 trillion

cells. To take on this bold task, we are conducting preliminary pilot projects that
will not only reveal interesting biology, but also inform us about efficient and
effective sampling and analysis strategies for a full-scale cell atlas effort. These

pilot projects will also begin to buil¢" ' national network that is

. essential for the cell atlas’s success. A few examples are:
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METAGENOMICS Understanding the microbiome-human, animal,

Massive Microbial Sequence and ‘environmental’ is as important as the
human genome.
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