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Press Release
24th meeting of the Broader Approach Steering Committee
Rokkasho (Japan), 11 April 2019

The Broader Approach Agreement between the EU and Japan supports the ITER project and
the realization of fusion as a clean and sustainable source of energy for peaceful purposes.

The Broader Approach Agreement consists of three projects:
1. "IFMIF/EVEDA", to prepare for the construction of a materials test facility for future fusion
reactors;
2. The International Fusion Energy Research Centre (IFERC);
3. The Satellite Tokamak Programme (STP) JT-60SA, a major upgrade of the tokamak JT-60

The working site for IFMIF/EVEDA and IFERC is Rokkasho (Japan), the site of the Satellite
Tokamak Programme is Naka (Japan).

The Broader Approach is now in its twelfth year and has become a model for effective
international scientific collaboration, strengthening cooperation between the EU and Japan.

Today (11 April 2019) representatives of the EU and Japan met at Rokkasho Fusion Institute
(Rokkasho, Japan) for the 24th meeting of the Broader Approach Steering Committee. They
confirmed the progress of all the activities and approved the 2018 Annual Reports and updates
of the Project Plans for the BA Phase |I.

IFMIF/EVEDA

The reliability of the Linear IFMIF Prototype Accelerator (LIPAc) has been tested and drastically
improved throughout its proton beam operation. The first deuterium beam acceleration was
successfully achieved in March 2019 under the close collaboration of many European and
Japanese researchers. The delivery of the components of the Superconducting Radio
Frequency (SRF) Linac to Rokkasho site is in progress for starting the system assembly from
May.

IFERC
All the IFERC activities are progressing on time as planned in the Work Programmes 2018 and
2019. In the DEMO R&D activity, JET tile/dust analysis provided important knowledge on the
tritium behavior, which would contribute to ITER and DEMO. In the Computational Simulation
Centre activity, the joint EU-JA simulation project by sharing the JA and EU supercomputers has
started.

Satellite Tokamak Programme (JT-60SA)

The assembly of the Vacuum Vessel and Toroidal Field coils has been completed and the Central
Solenoid is ready for installation. All the installation and assembly works are progressing as
planned toward the completion of Tokamak assembly work in March 2020. The first plasma of
the JT-60SA is expected in September 2020.




The Steering Committee welcomed the proposal for a Collaboration Agreement between the
ITER Organization and both Implementing Agencies, QST and F4E, on the STP Project, thus
recalling the unique role that the JT-60SA can play to support the assembly, the commissioning
and operation phases of ITER. This Collaboration Agreement will be signed in the next months.

The Steering Committee expressed appreciation for the great efforts of the Aomori Prefecture
and Rokkasho Village for the high-quality living and educational support for the EU researchers
and engineers as well as their families in Rokkasho.

The 25" Broader Approach Steering Committee meeting will be hosted by Germany in Karlsruhe
on 6 December 2019.
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