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Resolution 40 (Cg-XII) 
WMO policy and practice for the exchange of meteorological and related data and products 
including guidelines on relationships in commercial meteorological activities

THE CONGRESS,
Adopts the following practice on the international exchange of meteorological and related data 
and products2:

(1) Members shall provide on a free and unrestricted basis essential data and products which are 
necessary for the provision of services in support of the protection of life and property and the 
well-being of all nations, particularly those basic data and products, as, at a minimum, described 
in Annex 1 to this resolution, required to describe and forecast accurately weather and climate, 
and support WMO Programmes;

(2) Members should also provide the additional data and products which are required to sustain WMO 
Programmes at the global, regional, and national levels and, further, as agreed, to assist other 
Members in the provision of meteorological services in their countries. While increasing the 
volume of data and products available to all Members by providing these additional data and 
products, it is understood that WMO Members may be justified in placing conditions on their re-
export for commercial purposes outside of the receiving country or group of countries forming a 
single economic group, for reasons such as national laws or costs of production;

(3) Members should provide to the research and education communities, for their non-commercial 
activities, free and unrestricted access to all data and products exchanged under the auspices of 
WMO with the understanding that their commercial activities are subject to the same conditions 
identified in Adopts (2) above;
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The GEOSS Data Sharing Principles
One of the first accomplishments of the Group on Earth Observations was the 
acceptance of a set of high level Data Sharing Principles as a foundation for GEOSS. 
Ensuring that these principles are implemented in an effective yet flexible manner 
remains a major challenge. The 10-Year Implementation Plan says "The societal 
benefits of Earth observations cannot be achieved without data sharing" and sets out 
the GEOSS Data Sharing Principles:
• There will be full and open exchange of data, metadata and products shared 

within GEOSS, recognizing relevant international instruments and national policies 
and legislation;

• All shared data, metadata and products will be made available with minimum time 
delay and at minimum cost;

• All shared data, metadata and products being free of charge or no more than cost 
of reproduction will be encouraged for research and education.

• For more information please visit the Data Sharing Working Group pages.
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