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Press Release
8" meeting of the Broader Approach Steering Committee
Madrid (Spain), 15 December 2010

The Broader Approach Agreement between the EU and Japan aims at supporting the ITER
project and an early realization of fusion as a clean and sustainable source of energy for
peaceful purposes.

The activities of the Broader Approach Agreement comprise the following three large
research projects to be jointly implemented by the EU and Japan:
1. "IFMIF/EVEDA", to prepare for the construction of a materials test facility for future
fusion reactors;
2. The International Fusion Energy Research Centre (IFERC);
3. The Satellite Tokamak Programme JT-60SA, a major upgrade of the tokamak JT-60

The working site for IFMIF/EVEDA and IFERC is located in Rokkasho (Japan), the site of
the Satellite Tokamak Programme is located in Naka (Japan).

The Broader Approach Agreement is now in its fourth year and has become a model for
effective scientific collaboration between the EU and Japan, strengthening cooperation in
delivering fusion as an energy source for the future.

Today (15 December 2010), representatives of the EU and Japan met at the Centro de
Investigaciones Energéticas, Medioambientales y Tecnolégicas (CIEMAT) in Madrid
(Spain) and approved the 2011 work programmes for the three projects which include the
manufacture of major components.

Four important Procurement Arrangements for the IFERC project were signed yesterday
between Fusion for Energy and JAEA, the Implementing Agencies for Broader Approach
activities. The procurement will be carried out by various EU fusion laboratories and covers
R&D activities for the development of materials for a future DEMO reactor. The DEMO
design activities which will form the basis of a common concept for DEMO reactors
between EU and Japan, will start in 2011. The Implementing Agencies also signed a
Procurement Arrangement for the preparation of the Computational Simulation Centre
building for the Super Computer, provided by the contribution of France (Europe) and
operated from the beginning of 2012.

IFMIF/EVEDA reported successful licensing on the Lithium Test Loop in Oarai (Japan). In



order to make the best use of the engineering validation data needed for the future
construction of IFMIF, the Steering Committee approved the extension of the duration of
the prototype accelerator experiment up to 2017.

As for the project on the Satellite Tokamak Programme, the manufacture of components
and construction of JT-60SA has been running quite well. European and Japanese
researchers have now started the detailed development of the JT-60SA Research Plan.

The Steering Committee reiterated its appreciation for the living and educational support
provided by the Aomori prefecture and the Rokkasho village, especially for the international
school provided for the children of the experts from EU.

The next Broader Approach Steering Committee meeting will be held in Naka (Japan) in
2011.
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