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SPECTROSCOPY OF STRONTIUM ATOMS IN THE
LAMB-DICKE CONFINEMENT

HIDETOSHI KATORI
Cooperative Ezcitation Project, ERATO, JST
KSP D-842, 3-2.1 Sakado Tokatsu-ku, Kowasaki, 2158-0012, Japan
and
EBngineering Research Institute, The Unisversity of Tokyo
Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-8656, Japan
E-mail: katori@lamo.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Applying a light-shift cancellation technique, spectroscopy on the 'Sy - P tran-
sition of *Sr atoms is demonstrated in a one-dimensional optical lattice. Photons
elastically scattered by atoms confined in the Lamb-Dicke regime provide a narrow
Doppler-free spectrum of ~ 20 kHz. To further reduce potential uncertainties orig-
inating from collisional frequency shifts as well as tensor light shifts, we propose to
employ the !Sg(F = 9/2) = YPy(F = 9/2) transition of the *7Sr isotope confined
in a three-dimensional optical lattice. We anticipate these optical lattice spec-
troscopy, evading the first order Doppler shift, may offer an alternative approach
for precision spectroscopy in neutral atomic ensembles.

1 Introduction

Alkaline earth species have long been considered as a prime candidate for
optical clocks in neutral atoms because of their reasonably narrow lines found
in the intercombination transitions'. Recent dramatic advance in laser cooling
techniques for alkaline earth atoms, allowing to cool the atoms down to the
photon recoil temperature?*45 or even below®, decreased their temperatures
by more than 4 orders of magnitude. These ultracold atoms, requiring much
less power for Ramsey excitation, may offer a variety of possibilities for ultra
precise laser spectroscopy on extremely narrow transitions.

Compared to the existing single-ion-based optical clocks’, the outstanding
advantage of using neutral atoms as quantum absorbers lies in the far better
signal to noise ratio, which is proportional to the square root of the number of
observed atoms. However, when pursuing the higher quality factor of ~ 10**
for the clock transition with an extended observation time, the atomic motion
causes a major obstacle. Consider, for example, the fountain experiments with
a flight time of 1 second: Even 100 nK cold strontium atoms® demonstrated
in Fig. 1(a) expand to several mm in diameter, with an upward or downward
velocity of 5 m/s due to gravity. These rather large spatial spread as well
as velocity gain of atom clouds pose severe demands for the probing laser
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