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Math and Physics made available to Japanese Students

Pursuing an IB Education

Work continues to further expand the collaborative project between the International Baccalaureate and The

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan.

Japan — May 9" 2014 -

The International Baccalaureate (IB) and The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology of Japan (MEXT) announced today an agreement that will see further progress with the ongoing
collaborative project that is aiming to build a Dual Language IB Diploma for Japanese students. Under the
new developments, resources will be translated for Math and Physics allowing students to be taught and
assessed in Japanese for their IB Diploma programme. With the Dual Language IB Diploma Programme,

Japanese students will take two subjects in English and the remaining four subjects will be in Japanese.

Ian Chambers, Director, IB Asia Pacific commented. “This is a significant move. Once again we are
lowering the barriers to implementing an IB education in Japan. This development will add to the breadth of
what is accessible in the Diploma in Japanese and help pave the way for even more subject options in the

future.”

In May 2013 The International Baccalaureate (IB) and The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology of Japan (MEXT) announced the launch of a collaborative project which saw the
development of a Dual Language IB Diploma that will facilitate greater access to an IB education across
Japan. To this point, the subjects selected for a Dual Language IB Diploma were Economics, History,
Biology, Chemistry, TOK, Extended Essay, and CAS. Under the project specifications, the IB will also work
to significantly grow the number of IB Educators in Japan by facilitating workshops and delivering 1B

Professional Development to teachers and administrators.
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IB Asia Pacific Annual Conference and the IB Heads World
Conference coming to Japan in 2017

In further news, the IB announced their intentions to explore the possibility of holding the IB Asia Pacific
Annual Conference in Japan in 2017. This would be in conjunction with the IB Heads World Conference
also being considered to take place in Japan in 2017. If these conferences are held in Japan, then
approximately 2,000 IB Heads and IB related parties would all get together in Japan for three days. The IB
conferences put a spotlight on the host nation as the Asia Pacific hub of activity within the education sector.

The IB Regional Conferences are three day events providing an opportunity for the members of the IB
regional and global community to come together. Challenge and examine ideas and assumptions; become
better informed about changes and developments within the IB and international education practices; and
allow participants to engage in meaningful conversations with colleagues. Previous IB conferences in the
Asia Pacific region have been held in Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Melbourne and Shanghai.

The IB Heads World Conference occurs every two years and rotates between each IB region. In 2011
Singapore hosted the conference followed by Buenos Aires in 2013. For its return to Asia Pacific in 2017 the
IB is considering hosting in Japan. The IB Heads World Conference brings together Heads of IB schools
from across the world and is centred around a exploratory theme. The conference provides professional
development, networking opportunities and a chance for Heads to engage with the IB mission.

About the International Baccalaureate

Founded in 1968, the International Baccalaureate (IB) is a not-for profit foundation, which offers four high
quality and challenging education programmes for a worldwide community of schools. For 45 years, the IB
programmes have gained a reputation for rigour and high academic standards, for preparing students for life
in a globalized 21st century, and for helping to develop citizens who will create a better, more peaceful world.
Currently, more than one million IB students attend nearly 3,700 schools in 146 countries.

About the IB Diploma Programme (DP),

For students aged 16 to 19, the IB Diploma is a balanced and academically challenging programme of
education with rigorous assessment. The DP prepares students for success in higher education and
encourages them to become active participants in an increasingly global society. The programme has gained
recognition and respect from the world’s leading universities.

To learn more, please visit www.ibo.org.
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