Joint Statement of Intent for Increased Cooperation in Civil Space Activities
by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration

and the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

The United States and Japan have a long history of successful cooperation in civil space
activities. In the spirit of continued collaboration, the National Aeronautics and Space

Administration (NASA) and the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
(MEXT):

1. Affirm their strong and committed partnership in all mission areas, such as human space flight
cooperation and the International Space Station (ISS) Program, space science, Earth science,

and aeronautics research.’

2. Recognize their shared long-term vision, based on the strong collaboration over several
decades, for creating knowledge and expanding human presence deeper into space through

sustainable exploration from low-Earth orbit (LEO) to the Moon and beyond.

3. Recognize that expanded bilateral cooperation can also advance scientific knowledge, boost

innovation, advance technology, and inspire the next generation of scientists and engineers.

4, Confirm their interest in:

a. Accelerating discussion on lunar exploration, at the Gateway around the Moon and on the
lunar surface to be developed along with international and commercial partners, as well as

the appropriate mechanisms for such partnerships;

b. Accelerating discussion on the future of LEO, including maximizing utilization of the ISS

and promoting LEO commercialization;



c. Promoting NASA-JAXA collaboration to advance scientific discovery in Earth and space
science, such as on the JAXA-led Martian Moons eXploration (MMX) mission; NASA’s
Origins, Spectral Interpretation, Resource Identification, Security-Regolith
Explorer (OSIRIS-REx), and JAXA’s Hayabusa 2 sample return missions; and the X-Ray
Imaging and Spectroscopy Mission (XRISM);

d. Continuing valuable NASA-JAXA research collaboration in the field of acronautics; and

e. Continuing to identify other potential areas for future collaboration.
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